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Anglican Diocese Women's 
Conference with the Women of 

the Diocese of Jerusalem 

Some of you may remember the notice in 

our Sunday Bulletin in April of 2014 

inviting women of the Diocese to express 
their interest in a trip to visit women in 

the Diocese of Jerusalem. I expressed 
my interest as invited and I am excited 

that I will be going on this exciting 

venture. 

Twenty-four women from across the 

Diocese will be going on the trip. We 
leave on November 14 and return on 

November 27. We will be accompanied by 

Bishop John, Rev John Bridges and Andre 

forget, a reporter from The Canadian 

Churchman. Our hosts are the Bishop 

Dawani and his wife of St George's 

Cathedral in Jerusalem. We will be 

staying in Jerusalem for 8 nights with 

side trips to Nabulus (West Bank) and 

Bethlehem, followed by 4 nights in 
Nazareth. 

The objectives of our trip are: 

1. Relationships: Build relationships 

with women in the Diocese of 

Jerusalem. To that end we will 

meet with women from StGeorge's 
Jerusalem at least twice. We will 
also meet with students at 

Bethlehern University, women from 
Nablus and Zebadiah, and the 
women in Nazareth. 

2. Partnerships: Develop further the 

partnership between the Diocese 

of Jerusalem and the Diocese of 
Ottawa. 

3. Knowledge and Understanding : 
Develop a greater understanding 
of the dynamics in that part of 

the world and contribute on our 
return to further mutual 

knowledge and understanding. 

4. Pilgrimage: Personal pilgrimage to 
the Holy Land in furtherance of 

our own faith experience. 

We will be taking five quilted wall 

hangings to leave with each of the groups 
of women with which we visit (see below). 

The gemstone colours in the middle of 

each square represent the jewels used to 

decorate in Solomon's temple. The cream 

and white colours represent •the land of 

milk and honey". The green colour 
represents the cedars of Lebanon, which 

were used to build Solomon's temple. Each 

gem stone is actually a pocket 
(representing ·cracks" in the Wailing 

Wall) into which we will be placing prayers 

that we will taking with us to the people 
we visit. 

And naturally we will visit the historic 

sites you hope to see if you visit the Holy 
Land: Church of the Resurrection, Holy 

Sepulcher, Way of the Cross, the 
Western Wall, The Dome of the Rock, 

Garden of Gethsemane, Mount of Olives, 

Shepherd's field, Bethlehem, Jacob's 

Well, Jericho, Qumran, Nazareth, Sea of 
Galilee, Jordan River, Capernaum, Mount 



of Beatitudes. Upon our return we will be 
expected to make presentations about 
our trip and our experiences. I will 

ensure these events are publicized for 
those of you who might like to attend. 

Article submitted by Susan Lomas 



Why I love the fall 

The fall in Ontario is my favourite time of year. 

The world around us is changing in so many 

ways: trees are changing their leaves, many 

vegetables are in harvest, and the apples are so 

fresh and crisp at this time of the year. 

We love to explore all that fall has to offer us. 

Ryan and I take the boys every year to pick 

apples, they have a wonderful time climbing 

ladders, picking apples and exploring the corn 

mazes. It also helps to teach the boys to have a 

healthy respect for all the riches that Ontario 

farmers have to offer us; as well as getting them 

to eat a few extra apples. 

I also enjoy family hikes in the sweet autumn air 

surrounded by the natural beauty of the trees, 

hills, and waterways. Beautiful crisp sunrises, 

windswept autumn days, and the pink and 

orange sunsets are all a huge part of the fall. 

Fall foods like hearty stews, stuffed vegetables, 

and fresh apple crisp all bring us back to our 

childhood, back to the family table. Fall is a time 

of year that we cherish, and that I'm truly 

grateful for all that we have in our lives. 

It's not a hot and sweaty beach, or a frozen 

snow packed mountain, it's the complete 

opposite- it's home, it's family, it's a call back 

to the life we really live, and really need. 

Submitted by Nicole Dallaway 



Altar Guild Annual Meeting, 
September 2015 

What a glorious September ·we have 
had! And on a glorious September 
Saturday morning 5 women set out from 
St. Thomas Church to drive to the 
historic old Church of St. John, South 
March. 

On our arrival we were greeted with 
friendly smiles and cups of tea, coffee 
and muffins! We sat comfortably at 
round tables meeting and greeting old 
friends and acquaintances until time came 
for the Eucharist. The Celebrant was 
Bishop John Chapman, who, although the 
day was the feast day of St. Theodore of 
Tarsus, preached on the Gospel reading 
from Matthew. Jesus said "Keep awake, 
therefore, for you do not know on what 
day your Lord is coming." The Bishop told 
us that Jesus is making us ready for 
change. Not change for change sake, but 
change to make us grow. 

Holy Eucharist was really Holy! There 
was a full choir, men, women and children, 
The hymns were sung loudly, the 
Communion Hymn, "Seek ye first" was 
sung as a round, and the final ·Guide me, 
0 thou great ,J ehovahH practically lifted 
the roof! The service ended with a song 
I have not heard before, but would love 
to learn ·Go now in peace. Never be 
afraid. God will go with you each hour of 
every day." There is more - it was 
beautiful. 

The meeting was held in the Church after 
the Eucharist, and your Altar Guild 
offered to host the next Annual Meeting, 
to be held on Saturday October 1st. 2016, 
as part of our 150th Anniversary 
Celebrations. The Bishop's attendance 
has already been confirmed and we are 
looking forward to a great gathering. 

We then gathered in the Hall for a 
presentation by Dr. Phyllis M. Paryas on 
Labyrinths. 

Dr. Paryas was introduced by Pauline 
Cherry of the St. John's South March 
Altar Guild, who quoted in her 
introduction the saying "A Labyrinth is a 
means of offering prayers in quiet 
contemplation, a pathway for prayers." 

Dr. Paryas' journey to the Labyrinth 
started in 2005 with the loss of her 
son. What could she and her husband do 
in memory of their son? She walked the 
Labyrinth located in the Quiet Garden at 
St. John the Baptist Anglican Church in 
Richmond, and decided that there was 
room and a need for one at St. John's 
South March. The outdoor Labyrinth was 
build in 2006. It is a "paver" 
labyrinth. The one in Richmond is 
grass. The Labyrinth is used by grief 
education groups, by school children, by 
parishioners and by the general 
public. Then it was decided to build an 
indoor labyrinth. This labyrinth is 
painted on the floor of the hall where we 
were sitting. When the floor was just 
marked, before the paint went on, St 



John's parishioners, wrote their names, 
prayers, memorials, thanksgivings, 
requests. Hidden underneath the paint is 
part of the history, part of the lives, of 
St. John's parish. 

Labyrinths are an ancient aid to 
contemplative prayer and had been used 
in the Christian world for centuries 
before becoming out of favour. There 
was renewed interest when the famous 
Chartres Labyrinth was found and the 
labyrinth at St. John's is modeled on the 
Chartres Labyrinth - 11 circuits, 34 
turns. There are other forms and sizes, 
and there are many to be found in the 
Ottawa Diocese (and now in Stittsville we 
have one in the Bell Peace Park). There 
are indoor labyrinths, outdoor, turf, 
stone, paver, paint, sand labyrinths. Sand 
ones are formed, walked on, and then 
washed away by the sea. There are 
finger labyrinths, where the path is 
traced by your finger; there are small, 
pocket size ones. To walk a labyrinth is to 
walk a sacred path and discover your own 
inner sacred place. A labyrinth should 
never be confused with a maze. In a 
maze one is meant to get lost. In a 
labyrinth one is meant to find 
oneself. There is only one path in a 
labyrinth; it leads you to the centre and 
back out again. "Walk in peace, rest in 
God". 
Dr. Paryas was presented with flowers 
and thanked by Barbara Apro of St. 
John's Church .. 

A delicious luncheon was then served, 
many members went to view Jim 
Mclean's display of Altar Guild Supplies 
and ask his advice on almost anything 
Altar Guild, and we set off home to 
discover that, in Stittsville, it had been 
raining. 

Submitted by Pat Dalphy 



News from Fundraising and Fellowship at St Thomas 

Thank you to everyone who helped to make our 2015 fall Dinner a success. We had 

approximately 100 people attend the event. We had many delicious pies; it made it hard to 

decide on just one with so many choices. Thank you to our wonderful congregation for all 
the treats. Thank you to all who volunteered to help with the event and to everyone who 

stayed afterwards, to help clean up. 

finally, if you have any ideas for a fellowship event forSt Thomas, please contact me. 

fellowshipstthomas1619@gmail.com 

Thanks, 
Nicole Dallaway 

Upcoming Events at St Thomas Anglican 

Date Event 
Saturday October 10th 2015 Open Table meals resume every month on the 2"d Saturday 
Saturday October 24th 2015 Road Rally 

• Join us for a fun filled day of sight-seeing 
Enjoy a meal with friends at our end location 

Saturday November 7th 2015 • Annual Winter Bazaar 
Friday November 27th 2015 Stairwell Carolers Concert 
Winter movie nights (Saturday) Popcorn in the pews of StThomas 

• Join us for upcoming movie nights this winter 

• Exact dates to come 



Christian Values taught Free 

Take advantage of this time 
limitless offer. 

St. Thomas's 'God's Garden' is 
designed to activate faith in 

children 
ages 3 1/2 through grade 6. 

"GOD'S GARDEN"' 

A garden that is gently tended on a 
daily basis. weeded, watered, 
fertilized. admired. apprecicrfe~ 
will grow faster and better than a 
garden that is watered once a week 
and left on its own. 

·How do we water the garden on 
Sundays?". You may ask. Well, it is 

watered 4 times!! 

1. Family Faith Activities 

God's Garden begins every Sunday 
morning at 10:00 to 10:20 a.m. with 
the whole family being invited to take 
part in family faith Time. 

This is the first time the children 
begin to hear the lesson of the week. 

In past years, Church School has been 
given approximately 1/2 hour (or less) 
to devote to teaching our faith to our 
most precious resource. Prayers, 
songs, lessons, discussions, activities, 
were crammed into such a tiny space 
of time that very little time could be 



focused on really allowing our boys 
and girls to absorb their faith. 

We invite you to help out on Sundays 
using your own personal gifts during 
the Family Faith Activity or to be one 
of our 'gardeners' for 'God 's Garden' 
after the Kids Talk. ( your personal 
gifts might be; cooking, sports, 
painting, wood working, gardening, 
story-telling, drama, music, 
dancing etc .... ) This is an easy and fun 
way to get involved with the children 
in our church. 

2 . Children's Talk 

At 10:25, we go into church together 
for the first hymn and the Children's 
Talk, where for the second time, the 
theme of the day is enhanced. 

~- God's Garden Time 

10:35-The children will return to 
God's Garden where we will sing 
and pray and hear the word 
together (using the Spark bible). 

We will then divide into age 
appropriate groups to inwardly 
digest the word with activities and 
discussions. This is the third time 
the message is revealed. 

Cf . In Communion with our 
Christian Family 

At approximately 11:05- We 
join the congregation for the 
peace and communion. 

This is the fourth time the 
children will experience the 
message of God's love for all. 

<>< <>< <>< <>< <>< < 
>< <>< <>< 



Please arrive just before 10:00 for 
the Family Faith Activity. The 
activity will be explained and begin 
as soon as possible. (We only have 
20 mins !!) 

Spark Bible 

Spark is a Lectionary based program 
which means we use the same stories 
as the parents are hearing in church. 
It is a Bible-centered program that 
encourages kids to open their own 
personal age appropriate bible and 
explore God's Word through a variety 
activities designed to accommodate all 
of the different ways children learn. 
Each registered child receives their 
own Spark bible to keep for life 

"GARDENERS" WANTED; 

Find out how you can help to inspire 
our children this year. Be a God's 
Garden Teacher. It only talks t 
hour of prep time and t hour with 
the children. If you wish to get 

more information please call me at 
613-831 -7704 or e-
mail godsgardenstt@gmail. com. 

Registration for God's Garden will 
begin on September 13th and be 
ongoing. Please remember your 
baptismal vows committing yourself 
to ensure that our children receive 
as much Christian nurture as 
possible. God's Garden is available 
to your children from September to 
June. 

We invite you to pray for our church 
and our children any time you feel 
called to do so. 

CHRIST IS ALIVE! 

Let's have fun learning about our 
Faith together. 

Alleluia I is not just a word, it is a 
feeling of excitement. 

God's blessings are freely given to 
all. Alleluia I 

Merilee Clarke 
God's Garden Co- ordinator 



Annual St. 
Thomas Anglican 
Road Rally 

On October 11, 2014 a group of 
explorers set out on a journey with 
only their faith, some whimsical 
directions and the expectations of 
food at their eventual destination. 
They traversed the country (roads)
over bridges, and through valleys to 
arrive at the finish line; the Club 
House Cafe in the Forthton, Ontario. 
It was an excellent day by all 
accounts!!! 
Building on the success of last year's 
event the fellowship team has 
arranged for the 3rd Annual St. 
Thomas Anglican Road Rally to take 
place beginning at the church at lpm 
on Saturday, October 24, 2015. 
This year's event will have many 
twists and turns while staying a little 
closer to home and running just over 
an hour. We will have the option of a 
mid afternoon bite or beverage for 
those who are so inclined. 

Please contact Nicole Dallaway for 
more details or to sign up. 

fellowshipstthomas1619@gmail.com 



Kanata Stittsville Refugee 
Sponsorship Group 

Who WeAre? 

The Kanata/Stittsville Refugee 
Sponsorship Group (KSRSG) was 
formed in 1996. The KSRSG consists 
of seven member churches, four from 
Kanata (Kanata and Glen Cairn United 
and St. John's and St. Paul's Anglican), 
and three from Stittsville (St. 
Andrews Presbyterian, St. Thomas 
Anglican and Stittsville United). Since 
1996 we have sponsored or assisted in 
sponsoring over 10 individuals or 
families. 

Our Purpose. 

The mandate of the KSRSG is to 
sponsor United Nations Convention 
refugees from around the globe in 
order to provide assistance in their 
current country of residence, to 
provide them with a safe haven and 
the opportunity for a new life in 
Canada and to provide settlement 
assistance for refugees already in 
Canada. KSRSG is a member of the 
Coalition in Ottawa for Refugees and 
the Canadian Council for Refugees, 
helping us to stay current in the world 
of refugee issues. 

2 Sponsorship Means: 

- Ensuring financial. social, emotional 
and logistical support of sponsored 
individuals for their first year in 
Canada. - Ensuring that support is 
provided to sponsored individuals in 
the areas of housing, food, 

transportation, education, 
employment. cultural integration, 
language skills, medical and dental 
care, friendship, and documentation 
to receive government services 
(health card, Social Insurance, etc.). -
Collecting and delivering household 
items, including clothing and furniture 
as needed. - Helping those being 
sponsored to make links with other 
individuals and/ or groups who are 
from similar geographical areas and 
cultural and religious backgrounds. 
Helping those being sponsored to 
access other services available to 
refugees in Ottawa. 

Where Do KSRSG Dollars Come From? 

- Annual pledges from member 
churches. - Ad hoc fund-raising from 
special events in the community and 
within member churches. -
Contributions of by individuals made 
through our member churches. 

Where Do KSRSG Dollars Go? 

-We provide ongoing support to 
sponsored refugees and family 
members in Canada and abroad as 
appropriate. - Given the unpredictable 
arrival time of those to whom we have 
made sponsorship agreements, we 
invest funds sufficient to cover our 
sponsorship and settlement 
commitments. 

3 What We Have Done In 2015: 

- We offered ongoing financial 
support for the education of four 
orphaned children from the Rwandan 
genocide, who live in Africa, but have 
family members in Canada- We 
offered financial assistance to help 



St. John the Evangelist Anglican 
Church to sponsor a family of 4 who 
had been living in a refugee camp in 
Syria. - We completed sponsorship 
applications for three families from 
Afghanistan, two of whom are 
presently in Tajikistan and one of 
whom is in Dubai. 

What We Plan To Do In 2016: 

- We will continue to offer financial 
support to four orphaned siblings in 
Rwanda to help them obtain an 
education and become self-sufficient. 
- We will assist the families we have 
already sponsored if and when they 
arrive in Canada.- We will seek to 
sponsor and/or work with partners in 
sponsoring one or more refugees from 
Syria. - We will provide financial 
assistance to St. Thomas Anglican 
(Alta Vista) in sponsoring a family 
from Iran.- We will complete the 
paperwork to help sponsor a third 
family from Afghanistan who is 
presently living in Tajikistan.- We will 
continue to monitor changes in the 
policies and processes of the Canadian 
Government with regard to the 
sponsorship and settlement of 
refugees here in Canada.- We will 
continue to provide opportunities for 
people to learn about the situation of 
refugees around the world, as well as 
those we are assisting here in Canada. 

4 How Can You Help? 

- Make a donation to the Kanata 
Stittsville Refugee Sponsorship Group 
through one of our Member 
Congregations.- If you are a part of a 

church not already a member of 
KSRSG, encourage your congregation 
to consider joining us. - Inform us of 
your willingness to offer support at 
times when newly sponsored refugees 
arrive here. - Become aware of the 
hardships faced by refugees around 
the world, and speak to your 
congregations and your elected 
representatives about the importance 
of supporting refugees. - Help others 
to become aware of the situation 
faced by refugees around the world. -
Seek to offer assistance to refugees 
and other people who are new to 
Canada within our community. 

Contact Information: 

- Glen Cairn United Church - Kanata 

613-836-4756 office@gcuc.ca 
- Kanata United Church - Kanata 

613-592-5834 gebaker@kuc.ca- St. 
Andrew's Presbyterian Church

Stittsville 

613-831-1256 st.and@on.aibn.com
St. John's Anglican Church - Parish of 

March - Kanata 

613-592-4747 
march@magma.ca - St. Paul's Anglican 
Church - Kanata 

613-836-1001 
admin@stpaulshk.org - St. Thomas' 
Anglican Church - Stittsville 

613-836-5741 
sttoms@magma.ca - Stittsville United 
Church - Stittsville 

613-836-4962 suchurch@primus.ca 

{September 2015) 



News from the Kanata 
Stittsville Refugee Sponsorship 

Group 

At a well-attended meeting of the Kanata 
Stittsville Refugee Sponsorship Group on 
Wednesday September 16th, it was 
unanimously agreed to explore sponsoring 
and/or partnering with others in 
sponsoring one or more refugees from 
Syria. We will now explore possible 
candidates for sponsorship, and once we 
have found a suitable candidate or 
candidates, we will begin the process of 
sponsorship. Updates on our progress will 
be provided. We will also be encouraging 
our member congregations to seek 
donations from their members 
specifically to help us sponsor Syrian 
refugees, and we will determine the 
number of sponsorships to pursue based 
in part on the funds raised. We 
encourage you to support this endeavor. 

Please note the link below from the 
Canadian Council for Refugees, which 
includes a wealth of information about 
how we can respond to the Syrian refugee 
crisis. 

http:/ I ccrweb.ca/ 

I am also including the web site for the 
United Church of Canada with information 
about the Syrian refugee crisis, and an 
opportunity to offer financial support: 

http:/ /www.united-church.ca/ 

Here is a web site regarding the Syrian 
refugee crisis and how you can offer 
financial support from the Presbyterian 
Church in Canada: 

http:/ /presbyterian.ca/pwsd/2015/09/14 
I respond-with-us-to-the-syria-crisis/ 

And one from the Anglican Church too: 

http:/ /pwrdf.org/ 

You can also donate to help Syrian 
refugees through the United Nations 
High Commission on Refugees: 

https:/ /donate.unhcr.ca/index custom.ph 
p?page id=syria 

If you specifically want to help children, 
there is UNICEF: 

http://www .unicef .org/ emergencies/ syria 

L 

You might also be interested in knowing 
that at our meeting we also voted to 
proceed with a sponsorship of another 
family from Afghanistan who is living in 
Tajikistan and who have family members 
here in Ottawa who will provide much of 
the support. In addition, we agreed to 
financially assist with the sponsorship of 
a family from Iran who is being sponsored 
by St. Thomas the Apostle Anglican 
Church on Alta Vista. 

Our next KSRSG meeting is scheduled for 
Wednesday October 21 at Stittsville 



United Church at 7:00pm. Again, all are 
welcome. 

Thank you again for your interest, 
support and participation, and as 
previously mentioned, I will keep you 
informed about our progress on the 
Syrian refugee issue. 

The above is an edited version of a report 
from Rev. Grant Dillenbeck, Stittsville 
United Church and Chair of the KSRSG. 
Rev. Grant made a further point that 
while it is frustrating to wait for a 
refugee family or individuals to sponsor, 
refugees who are at present in refugee 
camps still depend on dollar donations 

from other sources for food and supplies 
for their survival. 

Once again, the need is urgent so please, 
if you are able, you may donate to PWRDF 
for refugee relief or directly to St. 
Thomas Anglican Church with donations 
marked KSRSG to build funds for future 
sponsorships. 

Robin Tilgner 
St. Thomas Rep. 
KSRSG 

Donate to the Church by going out and eating! 

Thanks to all who participate in the grocery store certificate program, but what if you don't feel like 

cooking and want a meal out! Well we've teamed up with Hurley's Grill at 1261 Stittsville Main Street. 

Now when you have a meal, or snack, before you pay tell the waitress or waiter that you are on team 

5741, and 10% of your bill will come back to the church. This does not include taxes or alcohol. Our team 

number is the last 4 digits of the churches telephone number. For more information on the program 

contact John Clarke 613-831-7704. 



Sponsorship Agreement Holders 
Association's Questions on 

Resettlement for Candidates 
Running in the 2015 Federal 

Election 

The following questions are addressed to 
candidates in the upcoming federal 
election to seek out their views on what 
they would do to restore the Private 
Sponsorship of Refugees Program (the 
PSR Program) to its former state of 
efficiency and compassion and respond 
effectively to the evolving Syrian 
refugee crisis without displacing 
sponsorships of refugees in other 
conflict areas of the world. 

According to the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees. the world is 
in the midst of the worst refugee crisis 
since the Second World War. Every day 
the media brings us new stories of human 
suffering and loss of life among the 
millions of our fellow human beings 
fleeing war and brutal regimes. 

In the past Canada was a world leader in 
the resettlement of refugees. In 1978 
the Government of Canada created the 
PSR Program to allow ordinary Canadians 
to sponsor refugees fleeing the conflict 
in Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia. The PSR 
Program was so successful that in 1986 
the people of Canada were awarded the 
Nansen Medal for their humanitarian 
work, the only time the medal has been 
awarded to the people of a country. 

The PSR Program has continued over the 
past 36 years and is the source of great 
pride to Canadians. It has also 
contributed significantly to reducing the 
cost of resettlement on the Canadian 
taxpayer. However, changes to the 
Immigration and Refugee Protection Act 
and the regulations under the Act have 
made the PSR Program more difficult for 
sponsors and less able to respond to the 
growing world crisis. 

The following is a list of questions that 
are in order of priority, with the first 
4 questions considered to be the high 
priority questions given the momentum 
building across the country in support 
of increasing the number of Syrians to 
be resettled in Canada. 

1. Expeditious Processing of Syrian 
and Iraqi Refugees Fleeing the 
Conflict in the Middle East: In 
July 2013 the Minister of 
Citizenship and Immigration 
announced that Canada would 
resettle 1100 Privately Sponsored 
Refugees and 200 Government 
Assisted Refugees from Syria by 
the end of 2014, i.e. in 18 months. 
Citizenship and Immigration 
Canada has said that 
approximately 2300 Syrian 
refugees have been resettled 
since that first announcement. 
This suggests that Canada has 
been resettling less than 90 
Syrian refugees per month. 
However. all parties are now 
talking about resettling tens of 



thousands of Syrian and Iraqi 
refugees in 2015, 2016 and 2017. 
To achieve these targets the rate 
of resettlement will have to 
increase to over 500 refugees per 
month. 
If elected will you immediately 
commit your government to a 
minimum 5-fold increase in 
personnel in the visa posts 
processing Syrian and Iraqi 
refugees in order to meet the 
new resettlement targets? 

2. Government commitments to an 
increased number of Syrian and 
Iraqi Refugees Fleeing the 
Conflict in the Middle East: Each 
year the government, by way of an 
immigration plan, makes a 
commitment to resettle a certain 
number of refugees. With the 
refugee crisis in the Middle East, 
all parties are talking about 
increasing the numbers of Syrian 
refugees to be resettled. If these 
increases are not additional to the 
immigration plan, they will displace 
refugees in other conflict zones in 
the world who are also in need of 
resettlement. Also, in July 2013 
when then Minister of Citizenship 
and Immigration, Jason Kenney, 
announced the resettlement of 
1,300 Syrian refugees, he stated 
that 1,100 would be resettled by 
private sponsors and only 200 
would be resettled by the 
government. In January 2015, 

when Minister Chris Alexander 
announced that an additional 
10,000 Syrian refugees and 3,000 
Iraqi refugees would be resettled, 
he suggested that 60% would be 
resettled by private sponsors. This 
has placed a huge burden on 
private sponsors and reduced their 
ability to resettle refugees from 
other parts of the world. 
If elected will you ensure that 
any commitments made by your 
government to increase the 
number of Syrians and Iraqis 
resettled in Canada will be: 
i. In addition to the 
resettlement number contained in 
the immigration plan and will not 
displace other refugee 
populations in need of 
resettlement? 
ii. Fully funded as Government 
Assisted Refugees? 

3. Requirement of UN Refugee 
Status Determination Document 
for Sponsorships by Groups of 
Five and Community Sponsors: 
In the effort to reduce the 
backlog of sponsorship applications 
in visa posts around the world, in 
2012 the Minister of Citizenship 
and Immigration added the 
requirement that refugees 
sponsored by Groups of Five and 
Community Sponsors hold a 
UNHCR Refugee Status 
Determination document or 



equivalent document from their 
country of refuge. Since very few 
of the world's 14,000,000 
refugees hold a Refugee Status 
Determination document, 
Citizenship and Immigration 
Canada has refused most 
sponsorship applications by Groups 
of Five and Community Sponsors 
since this regulation came into 
effect. This has resulted in many 
families in Canada being unable to 
help their relatives overseas 
safely flee persecution and civil 
war through private sponsorship. 
Many of these families are turning 
to Sponsorship Agreement 
Holders to sponsor their relatives, 
placing an enormous administrative 
burden and financial liability on 
Sponsorship Agreement Holders 
and slowing down the resettlement 
process, particularly for Syrian 
and Iraqi refugees. 
If elected will you immediately 
revoke the requirement for 
refugees from Syria and Iraq 
sponsored by Groups of Five and 
Community Sponsors under the 
Private Sponsorship of Refugees 
Program to have a UNHCR 
Refugee Status Determination 
document or equivalent, thus 
removing a large obstacle to 
private sponsorship and bringing 
more Syrian families to safety? 

4. Resettlement of Refugees from 
Europe: Citizenship and 
Immigration Canada does not 
accept applications to resettle 
asylum seekers from Europe 
because European nations are 
signatories to the United Nations 
1951 Convention Relating to the 
Status of Refugees and the 1967 
Protocol. As well, Citizenship and 
Immigration Canada maintains that 
refugees who have managed to get 
to Europe can avai I themselves of 
a "durable solution" in Europe and 
therefore do not qualify for 
resettlement to Canada. Given the 
hundreds of thousands of 
refugees that are flooding into 
Europe, the idea that they have a 
durable solution is not realistic. 
Canada has a duty to share the 
burden with our European friends 
and allies and therefore should 
resettle asylum seekers from 
Europe. 
If elected will you commit to 
reversing Canada's policy of not 
accepting asylum seekers from 
Europe and immediately begin to 
resettle large numbers of 
refugees who have sought asylum 
in Europe through the 
Government Assisted Refugee 
program, the Private Sponsorship 
of Refugees Program and the 
Blended Visa Office Referred 
Program? 



5. Interim Federal Health Program: hours - as many as 100 hours - to 
On June 30, 2012 the government complete. ere also expects 
implemented cuts to the Interim refugees to use a computer to 
Federal Health Program (IFHP). complete the forms and requires 
The IFHP covers basic health care the forms to be in English or 
for refugees. These cuts have French. The incredible amount of 
placed an increased financial detail persecuted and traumatized 
burden on private sponsors and refugees are supposed to 
exposed them to potentially remember is astonishing. Small 
catastrophic financial liability. In errors can result in forms being 
July 2014, the Federal Court returned and unreasonably 
struck down the cuts to the IFHP diminish credibility. The excessive 
as unconstitutional, calling the and complex bureaucratic process 
cuts "cruel and unusual treatment". that now characterizes the Private 
In response, the government Sponsorship of Refugees Program 
introduced temporary and partial prevents private sponsors from 
measures. It did not restore the being able to quickly respond to 
level of coverage that was any refugee need, much less the 
available to refugees before the urgent needs of Syrian refugees. 
original cuts. Instead, the burden If elected will you immediately 
has been transferred to private take measures to simplify and 
sponsors. streamline the process of 
If elected will you immediately sponsoring refugees under the 
restore basic health care Private Sponsorship of Refugee 
benefits for refugees to the Program? 
level they were prior to the 
cuts? 

7. Caps and Sub-caps on Refugees 
fleeing Conflicts other than 

6. Complex Bureaucratic Processes Syria and Iraq: By 2011, i.e. prior 
for the Private Sponsorship of to the escalation of the war in 
Refugees Program: Citizenship Syria, the backlog of sponsorship 
and Immigration Canada ( CIC) applications in visa posts around 
requires numerous and lengthy the world had grown to the point 
forms to be completed by the that it was taking up to 6 years to 
refugees to be sponsored and by process a refugee sponsorship 
the sponsors under the Private application. To alleviate this 
Refugee Sponsorship Program. backlog, the Minister of 
These complex forms take many Citizenship and Immigration 



imposed caps on the number of 
applications that Sponsorship 
Agreement Holders could submit 
in a given year, as well as 
additional stringent sub-caps on 
several visa posts, specifically the 
Nairobi, Cairo, Pretoria and 
Islamabad visa posts that process 
cases from the largest refugee
producing countries after Syria 
(i.e. Afghanistan, Sudan, Eritrea 
and the Democratic Republic of 
Congo). However, despite the caps 
and sub-caps, processing times for 
Afghan, Sudanese, Eritrean and 
Congolese refugees remain in the 
order of years. 
If elected will you immediately 
commit your government to an 
increase in personnel in visa 
posts with backlogs such that no 
resettlement application takes 
more than 18 months to 
process? 

8. Blended Visa Office Referred 
Program: As a result of cuts to 
the 2012 federal government 
budget, Citizenship and 
Immigration Canada (CIC) 
introduced the Blended Visa 
Office Referred sponsorship 
program through which private 
sponsors are invited to sponsor 
refugees selected by visa officers 
overseas. In this partnership 
between ere and the private 
sponsoring community, ere agrees 

to pay for 6 months of income 
replacement for these 
government-selected refugees and 
to provide prescription drug, 
vision, dental and prosthetic 
coverage under the Interim 
Federal Health Program. Many 
private sponsors have participated 
in the BVOR program; both 
because it reduces the financial 
burden and it ensures that the 
refugees will arrive in a period of 
months rather than years. 
However, the private sponsoring 
community is concerned that their 
efforts through the blended 
program are subsidizing 
government contributions, rather 
than adding to the overall number 
of refugees that can find a home 
in Canada. 
If elected will you ensure that 
the Blended Visa Office 
Referred Sponsorship program 
will not be used to decrease the 
government's commitment to 
resettle refugees under the 
Government Assistance Refugee 
Program? 

9. Consultation: Sponsorship 
Agreement Holders collectively 
hold Canada's expertise in the 
private sponsorship of refugees. 
In July 2013, when Minister 
Kenney announced that Canada 
would resettle 1,100 Privately 
Sponsored Refugees from Syria 



and in January 2015, when 
Minister Alexander announced 
that 60% of the additional 13 ,000 
Syrian and Iraqi refugees would 
be resettled by private sponsors, 
they did so without consulting the 
private sponsorship community. 
While Sponsorship Agreement 
Holders welcomed the 
government's expressed intent to 
resettle more refugees from the 
conflicts in Syria and Iraq, they 
were iII prepared to respond to 
the Ministers' targets because 
they had not been notified or 
consulted. 
If elected will you commit to 
early and effective consultation 
with the Sponsorship Agreement 
Holders Association with regard 
to all government initiatives 
affecting the Private 
Sponsorship of Refugees 
Program? 

lO.Additionality: The Private 
Sponsorship of Refugees Program 
was founded on the principle of 
additionality which provides that 
private sponsorship is additional to 
government assisted refugees. Each 
year the government makes its 
commitment, on behalf of Canadians, 
to resettle a certain number of 
refugees. Anything that Canadians 
do through private sponsorship is on 
top of that commitment. 

If elected will you commit to 
respecting the principle of 
additionality in all regulations 
concerning the Private Sponsorship 
of Refugees Program? 



You're invited to 

@ St. Thomas Stittsville 

Where: St. Thomas Church 

When: WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 14,2015,5:45 to 7pm 

Why: An hour of crafts, snacks, and a story. 

Messy church is an informal program presenting 

an evening of crafts, stories, and food organized 

around a familiar bible story. St. Thomas' 

program is designed to appeal to families with 

young children or those who are young at heart. 

The October event will be organized around the 

story of the Lord's Prayer, including a short 

discussion about praying and some crafts. 

We will provide nut-free snacks and drinks for 

participants. Please let us know about any other 
allergies so that we can do our best to 
accommodate all participants. 

We would appreciate if you could RSVP to 

stthomasmessychurch@gmail.com by October 

1st, however we will be happy to welcome as 

many participants as possible. 

Come enjoy the experience, and please invite a 

friend. Comments, questions and suggestions are 

always welcome. 

Looking forward to seeing you, 

Ryan Dallaway 

Messy church volunteer co-ordinator 



Rita 

By Isabelle Routhier 

I have been spending a lot of my free time 

discovering the town, its people, its uniqueness. 

This spring, I had to send a couple of books to 

my mom who is spending a few winter months in 

Florida. I knew she would enjoy them and I 

wanted her to have time to read them before I 
went there to visit. 

I walked into the post-office in the village. It is 

always full of people to my surprise. But this 

morning, there is only one person at the counter. 

People come and talk to the woman who works 
there. Her name is Rita. 

She has a loud voice for such a petite woman. 

Brown hair, no make up. I call her no non-sense 

Rita. 

I walked in and stayed between the two doors, 

where there are mailboxes. There is a shelf 

where I put my bag full of books. I needed to 

read 2 last pages of STILL ALICE, a book about 

a woman with early onset Alzheimer's disease, 

before sending it to my mom. I know she would 
really like that story in particular. Emotional but 

beautifully written. 

As I am reading, I cannot help but hear the 

conversation going on the other side of the glass 

doors. Rita is talking, her voice booms with 

emotion. She is talking to a man. His back is 
turned to me. She is telling him to take a 
vacation. She sounds very invested and animated. 

The sound of her voice carries loud and clear. 

Go, take your wife on a vacation before it is too 

late. She will not be able to later on. Be happy 

now. Do not wait one more minute., she says. 

By this point, I am done my reading, but I do not 

want to disturb them. He is listening intently to 

what she is saying. I cannot hear him, but I 

sense that he is agreeing with her. She is 

encouraging him to be happy now, while they can. 
You dot know what tomorrow brings, she says. 

I have to go in. My friend J en is waiting in the 

car for me. I will interrupt them. 

I open the door. The man walks backwards and 

continues the conversation with her, but signals 

it is time for him to leave. He turns and says: 
Thank you Rita. You are right. .. She tells him 

goodbye and greets me with a smile. 

I get a big envelope and tell her that she is a 
good listener. You have a gift, I say. People came 

here, and tell you their lives, and you listen to 

them. She smiles. I have seen her before, 

talking to clients as if they were her friends. I 

notice these things, because in Toronto, people 

do not talk to each other this way. With such 
care. I just need a few liquor shots and I am 

your local bartender, she jokes. We laugh. 

Then she tells me the story. The man is taking 

care of his wife. She is ill, but still able to 
travel. So he should just go with her before she 

can no longer travel with him. Splurge a little, 

she told him. Live while you can. Be happy now, 

before it is too late. 

I tell her that I just quit my job. I came here to 

be happy because I could not be unhappy one 

more minute without the man I love. 

That takes guts, she says. I smile and nod. 

She checks my envelope, and tells me her aunt 

lives on the same street as my mom in Florida. 

What a small world. 



She also notices a mistake in the address, I am 

missing a number. I check and she is right. 

Thank you Rita I say ... 

No non-sense Rita takes my envelope and tells 

me to enjoy my new life in Stittsville. As I leave, 

she waves me goodbye while greeting another 

woman who just walked in. 

COMING EVENTS NOVEMBER & DECEMBER 

2015 

FOR CELEBRATING 150 YEARS AS A CHURCH 

NOVEMBER 1st_zznd : Order your 150th 

Anniversary golf shirts. We have selected 2 very 

elegant golf shirts which will have our special 

logo. They will be available for view on Sundays 

and at our various midweek activities. 

Saturday NOVEMBER 7 : SNOW FLAKE 

BAZAAR. Celebration mugs go on sale! 

Friday, NOVEMBER 27: Stairwell Carollers 

Concert 

Saturday, NOVEMBER 28: We are hoping to 

have a float in the Stittsville Parade of Lights. 

Please let William know if you are interested in 

helping. 

Sunday, DECEMBER 6 : A Celebration of 

Confirmation of young people and adults 

and the 25th anniversary of our new building. 

Bishop John will be with us. 

There will be a pot luck lunch and reception 

after the service. 

This will be our Anniversary Official Kick Off. 

PLEASE NOTE THIS IMPORTANT DATE 
CHANGE 

Saturday, October~ 29,2016: 150th 

Homecoming Dinner. This will be a catered event 

held at a local golf dub/banqueting hall. The 

Primate has been invited! 

Sunday, October 30; 2016: 150th service with 

the Primate Celebrating; followed by a reception 

in the Hall, 2016. 



Please watch our website for updates between 

now and the next People's Pulpit. 

Looking forward to seeing you at all these 

events. 

William Passmore 

Open Table 

VVho,VVhat,VVhy,VVhen 

The Open Table is a ministry lead by a group who 

want to serve good food to good people who will 
enjoy the meal. All are welcome - no matter age 

or circumstance. Currently this group is made up 

of Mary Passmore, Audrey Robinson, Isabelle 

Routhier , Nicole Dallaway and myself as chair. 

We invite groups or individuals to plan, prepare 
a meal with our support and help if and as 

needed. 

While this is not intended to be a fund raiser, 

money made after expenses is there to help in 

Parish ministries. 

We believe that no matter what the age, we all 

need companionship, conversation and 
nourishment. The Open Table provides all three. 

We serve good nourishing food with desserts, 

coffee, tea and new this year juice and juice 

boxes for the children. 

We have highchairs and enjoy having children at 

the meals. They eat first . 

It is every second Saturday with doors open at 

4:30 and we serve at 5pm. 

If you would like to attend please come out to 
our next meal. If you would like to plan and 

prepare a meal or help please give me a call at 

613-623-4501. 

Submitted by Judy Dallaway 

The St Thomas Grocery Certificate 
program is a good way to support 

our churchl 

It includes Sobeys, farm Boy, f9od Basics, 

Metro and Bulk Barn as well as Brown's. It 
doesn't cost you any money at all and StThomas 

receives up to 5% of your purchases from the 

stores. Please support St Thomas by purchasing 

the grocery certificate cards from the office or 

from the sellers in the foyer after the 8:30 & 

10:30 services. for more information please 

contact Susan Chapman 613-836-5476 or the 

office during the week. 



St Thomas Snowflake Bazaar and 
Luncheon 

Saturday, November Th, 2015 
11 :00 a.m. -:- 2:00 p.m. 

DONATEI SIGN UPI 
ATTENDI 

All Proceeds Support the Life and 
Mission of 

St. Thomas Anglican Church 

This is the time of year when we invite our 
parishioners to think about donations of 
interesting items to offer for sale at our annual 
bazaar. Men and women, young and old are 
included in this invitation! 

We will need people to assist with set-up, ticket 
sellers for the lunchroom, kitchen helpers, food 
donations, lunch room servers and folk to help 
disassemble at the end of the day. Remember 
that this is a parish event - all are invited to 
participate in any way you can. 

Bake Table- Small 4 -6" pies would be welcome 
this year - in addition to our traditional 
offerings of cookies, squares, Christmas treats, 
etc. Note: we cannot accept meat pies or 
cream-based pies due to health regulations. 

Craft Tables - Lots of hand crafted items 
please! Sewing, knitting (hats and mitts for all 
ages), quilting, pottery, art, stained glass, 
woodworking ... your talents and generosity are 
appreciated. 

Christmas Tables - Please send us your (very) 
gently used Christmas ornaments and decor 
pieces for others to treasure. New Christmas 
themed items- aprons, table runners, placemats, 
handmade ornaments, Advent calendars, 
wreaths, etc. would be welcome. Please no used 

strings of Christmas tree lights and no 
artificial Christmas trees. 

Book Table - Please begin to gather up your 
gently used books and magazines for adults, 
youths and children. Again this year we are 
going to offer CD's, DVD's (no VHS please) and 
vinyl records. Great for collectors! We also plan 
to include bookmarks with each purchase so if 
you have any extra lying around, we would love 
them too. No textbooks or encyclopaedias 
pleasel Our backs won't accommodate theml 

Jewellery & Accessories- We would be pleased 
to have donations of interesting and gently used 
jewellery, handbags, scarves, belts, etc. Please 
note that jewellery should be taken to the 
Office or given to Natalie Passmore by Sunday. 
November 1st. 

Home Decor - We welcome donations of 
interesting collectibles and vintage pieces for 
the home decor area. Cushion covers, kitchen 
and dining linens, china, glassware, silver, vases, 
decorative pieces, etc. Please deliver them to 
the Council room off Main Street during church 
office hours the week before the Bazaar. This 
area is always very successful, so please do 
contribute some lovely things or plan to shop for 
interesting items for your home or cottage. 

Silent Auction - As last year we would 
appreciate NEW ITEMS ONLY for the Silent 
Auction. Arrangements can be made for pick-up 
of items. Phone David Dalloway at 613-323-1971 
for assistance. All items should be donated by 
Sunday November 1st. Time is needed to prepare 
the bid sheets for each item. Please include the 
estimated value for each item, along with the 
contributor's name which is recorded on the bid 
sheet. 

Many thanks, 

Bonnie McNally 613 831 0968, 
Snowflake Bazaar Co-ordinator 2015 





The People's Pulpit is a great place to advertisef 
If you are looking to get more 

business within 
the community, 

please contact Pat Dalphy for more detai Is: 
613-836-3803 

h OIWiKIN Ul IN\ II WM1NI V I Nl f:U l IU 

Bring us your dreams, 
We can make them come true. 

MATT W. WIGNEY 
President (613) 836-6888 

P.O. Box 955 Stittsville, Ontario K2S 181 

www. wigneyhomes.com 

KUMON MATH AND READING CENTR~----~ 
i 

i 
KUM(JNe I 

! 

Merilee Clarke 
Kumon Math and Reading Instructor 

STITTSVILLE KUMON CENTRE 
TEL: 613-831-2577 

1300 Stittsville MainStreet#108 CELL: 613-591-9351 
Stittsville ON 



Littledown Farms 

Certified Organic and 
All-Natural Grass-Fed 

Beef 

No chemicals, hormones, 
anti-biotics or additives, fed 
organically, Gov't inspected 

www .littledownfarm.ca 

We thank our advertisers. 
Please support them. 

Dick and Bev Coote 
7070 Mansfield Road, 

Stittsville, ON K2S 1 B8 
Tel: (613) 838-2900; 
Cell: (613) 889-8600 
dcoote@xplomet.corn 

Stitt s vi II e 
Small Animal Clinic 
Veterinary Services for Dogs and Cats 

1648 Stittsville Main Street 
Stittsville, Ontario K25 1A6 

Dr. V. Bennett, Owner 
Dr. C. MacKinnon, Associate 
Dr. A. Randall, Locum Associate 

Tel: 613-836-5040 
Hours: Mon-Fri 8am-7pm 

ssacreception@magma.ca 
www.stittsvillesmallanimalclinic .ca 



' DIRECTORY 

Role . ··~ .. Phone 

Baumgart, Eleanor & Roy Praye'r Chair 613-831-4564 

Clarke, Merilee Church School/God's Garden ... , 613-831-7704 

Dallaway, Judith Open Table .f. 613-623-4501 

Dallaway, Nicole Fellowship and Fundraising Co-ordinator 613-2~8-6670 

Dalphy, Pat ACW, People's Pulpit Advertising 613-836-3803 

Dawes, Sylvi . Outreach Chair 613-492-0218 

Drew, Tayna Pastoral Care · 613-836-9944 

Gillen, Don Choir Director and Organist 613-291-2504 

Graham, Gary Website Manager 613-963-9661 

Hall, Liz People's Warden 613-831-4072 

lomas, Bob Envelope Secretary 613-836-5229 

lomas, Susan Stewardship 613-836-5229 

Mccaig, Bqb Bookkeeper and Facilities Chair 613-838-7223 

McCaig, Rev. Jane Incumbent Priest 613-838-7223 

McNally, Bonnie · Cursillo Contact and Counter Co-ordinator 613-831-0968 

McNally, Pat Rector's Warden 613-831-0968 

Norris, Elizabeth Parish Secretary 613-836-5741 

O'Shaughnessy, Gwelda Cemetery Committee 613-599-7125 

Passmore, Mary Cornerstone 613-836-2876 

Passmore, William Member at large 613-836-2876 

Routhier, Isabelle People's Pulpit Editor 613-831-5058 

Tilgner, Robin Member at large 613-831-2709 

Watson-laird, Naomi Campanella Choir 613-836-6706 
.~ -.. .•.. 

,. 
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Short Thanksgiving Prayer 

Lord, thank you for walking with us 
through the seasons of our Jives. 

For the winter, when we are held safe in 
your arms through the darkness. 

For the hope of spring, as we are filled 
with new promise and life. 

For summer time, full of warmth and 
colour 

And for autumn days as leaves fall to ·. 

seed new growth. 
You are always with us. 

A'men. · 

(a short prayer of thanksgiving from www.lords-prayer-words.com) 
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