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P .0. Box 1064, 1619 Main Street 
Stittsville, Ontario K2S 1 B2 

Tel. 613-836-5741 Fax 613-836-5739 

St Thomas sets it's heart toward being a Christian Home which 
welcomes, encourages and seeks to inspire all people. 



--------------- ------- --

rom the Rector's Desk: 

Lent 2011 

The season of Lent is a time for prayer, reflection, seeking God's forgiveness and 

for amending our lives. Yes, I said, amending our lives. It's not good enough to do 
the first three without doing the work of changing some of our behaviours. Too 
often, people behave in ways that are contrary to the Gospel but which have 

become so commonplace that they are no longer even aware of them. Think about 
the last time you heard an adult contest a referee's call at a child's hockey game, 

or watched someone with road rage veer in and out of the lanes of the Queensway 
with their lips muttering things you wouldn't want to hear. Think about the last 
time you uttered an expletive when you were surprised or caught off guard. Our 

behaviour, the actions and the words we use, say a lot about who we are. And our 

behaviour says a whole lot to those around us, adults and children alike. 

It takes time to reflect in an honest way on about ourselves. Yet, in doing so, in 
becoming self-aware, we are able to see the discrepancy between who we are and 

who God is calling us to be. On the first Sunday of Lent, the Gospel told of Jesus 

being tempted in the wilderness. Jesus did not fall into temptation. He was aware 

enough about who he was and who he was responsible to. His life, his whole life, 
was informed by his relationship with God. 

Do we take that relationship we have with God into account in our daily lives? 
Does our relationship with God inform our behaviour; our responses; our attitudes? 

If not, maybe the time has come to enjoin the Lenten discipline of examining our 

lives and making the necessary changes. It might be surprising to see how 
liberating it can be. 

Imagine doing the work of Lent and then moving on to a joyful Eastertide. Imagine 

amending life today, seeking God's forgiveness, and being refreshed with an open 

and clean heart to celebrate the Resurrection of Jesus Christ. It's all possible, if 
we're willing to do the work! 

Blessings, 

Rev. Jane 



HOLY WEEK: Times and Dates 

April 17th. 
Palm Sunday 
08:30a.m. - 10:30 a.m. 

April 19th. Tuesday 
Service of Light and Healing 
7:00 p.m. (19:00 hrs.) 

April 21st. Thursday 
Maundy Thursday 
Holy Eucharist at 7:00 p.m. 
(19:00 hrs.) 

April 22nd. Friday 
Good Friday 
Family Service: 10:00 a.m. 
Celebration of the Lord's Passion: 
1:00 p.m. (13:00 hrs.) 

April 24th. Sunday 
Easter Sunday: 
Celebration of the Resurrection: 

Sunrise Service: 6:30 a.m. with 
breakfast to follow. 

Holy Eucharist: 8:30a.m. 
Holy Eucharist: 10:30 a.m. 

WOULD WE BOTHER 

There was a hill in a desert land· I 

And there a cross was set to stand 
Among the crosses, Barra bas had one; 
And Jesus hung till his life was done 
On the other. 
Hung for the sins of you and me. 
And while He was there upon the "tree" 
His friends were busy at other things, 
except for Mary with all her rings 
and his Mother. 
We were not there, we did not know; 
Before our time when the world was 
slow; 
But, never-the less, He died for us 
Without a scream and with little fuss 
Our Savior! None other! 

I 

Would we have changed it: had we been 
there? 
Or would we have watched without 
despair, 
Like all the others, with no remorse I 
No guilt, no tears, on our "high Horse"? 
Would we bother? 

Joan Palmer 
copyright (c)2004 Joan Palmer 
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Rev. Jane's Vestry Address 
February 13th, 2011 

See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity ... if you 
obey the commandments of the Lord your God, that I am commanding you today, by 
loving the Lord your God, walking in his ways ... then you shall live. Deuteronomy 30: 
15-16 

The passage we heard today is a portion of God's final words to Moses. Moses had 
the task of delivering them to the people of Israel. The passage itself focuses on 
choice and promise. The people were advised that the choices they make do make 
a difference in life, including the choices they make as they live out their 
relationship with God. 

Life in relationship with God, loving God, and following God's commandments meant 
life. Walking away from God, well, that was another story. The words "you shall 
perish" lay things clearly on the line a rather ominous consequence as we think 
about the multitude of choices we make on a daily basis. We are invited to make 
ethical choices, to make choices that bring life and light into the world. That is 
what we here at St. Thomas try to do. We try to follow in the path that God in 
Christ has shown us. We are endeavoring to live out our Christian calling to the 
best of our ability. In doing so, we have seen many blessings. 

The fabric of the people of the Parish of Stittsville is one of a sincere 
faithfulness to follow our Lord. We, as the people of God, try to be faithful in our 

words and actions as we live out God's call to us in this time in history. We 
faithfully try to bring God's message of hope in the community in which we live, and 
like ripples of water, through our Outreach program we extend beyond our reality 
to the global community. 
Our community here at St. Thomas is built on the foundation of God's call of 

hospitality that is found in Jesus Christ, and living out that call in action. By 

walking faithfully with God, we have been blessed. 

We have been blessed with a Parish Council that has thoughtfully worked together 
to consider, plan, and manage the day to day considerations that allowed ministry 
to go on in a seemingly seamless way. They have served you well, and I am thankful 
for their input and dedication to the Church. 



We have been blessed with two Wardens', Susan Boutilier, Rector's Warden and 
Pat Dalphy, People's Warden. Both have been superlative in their diligence and 
concern for this church community. Susan has taken on this leadership role with 
enthusiasm and has offered thoughtful and insightful counsel. Thank you, Susan, 
for being my warden. 

Pat Dalphy has spent four years in the role of People's Warden, your Warden. 
Today she will be taking leave of that position. And, while I am happy for her; I 
will miss her presence in that capacity. Pat has served all of us well. She has a 
compassionate heart for others. She is very competent. She is thoughtful. And 
while she didn't know much about this community before she took on the role of 
People's Warden, (a concern she expressed when she was asked to let her name 
stand, as she was relatively new to St. Thomas), she has now acquired a wealth of 
information by getting involved in the parish life and ministry. (Very involved!). 
Thank you, Pat, for your commitment, your understanding, and your friendship over 
the past four years. 

I wish to thank William Passmore and Luc Faucon in their roles as Deputy Wardens, 
both of whom will be taking on new roles in the next Parish Council with your 
approval. William has taken on chairing the Long Range Planning Committee, and Luc 
will be one of two Stewardship representatives. 

I thank the Warden's for their administration of the parish during the time I was 
on Sabbath Leave. I had no doubt the parish would be in good and competent 
hands. 

Now for the life and ministry of our parish. 

As with any living entity, there have been delights and challenges that have come 
our way over the past year. 

At the beginning of this year the "Open Table in Stittsville" had its first 
community dinner. This ministry has truly been a blessing that has reached out 
beyond the Church doors to our wider community. Out of a single vision and the 
courage to elucidate that vision to Corporation, Parish Council, and to the people of 
St. Thomas this community discerned that this was a ministry that we were 
interested in bringing to life. And it has come to life and flourished. I am thankful 
to Mary Passmore for her vision, to the committee that meets monthly to plan and 
orchestrate the dinners, to the cooks, servers, dishwashers, to the set up and take 



down teams, to the greeters, the advertisers, and to all who bake for this monthly 
parish event. 

This ministry began prayerfully with an openness to discern God's call in our 
community. With initial funding coming from the proceeds of our Christmas 
Concert and the donation of their fee from the men's Capital City Chorus, a grant 
of $2000.00 from our Diocese as seed money, and the sale of a number of "Plates" 
in the parish, and an allocation in the Parish Budget, this ministry began. In the 
end, the Parish funds were not necessary. This ministry has touched the hearts of 
many people from young families to silver haired seniors. The food has been great, 
the meals have been served with a friendly smile and with warmth, and people from 
Stittsville, Kanata, Richmond and beyond have had a place to gather and it has 
made a difference. 

This year because of offerings given in gratitude for the Open Table meal by the 
clients, along with a $2000.00 offering from the People's Gathering Place, and 
other personal donations specifically to this ministry The Open Table will not 
require any funding from the General Funds of our Parish this year. 

In January of 2010 Carolyn Sharpe did an internship at St. Thomas which lasted 
until mid-July. This was an opportunity for our community to assist our Diocese 
and Carolyn in the process of discernment for ordination. Carolyn participated in 
liturgy, preached, and led a Lenten Study on the Psalms. She also had oversight, 
along with Tanya Drew of the pastoral care of this community during my Sabbath 
Leave. I thank them both for the compassionate care they provided to the parish 
ensuring that home visits continued in my absence. Carolyn is now a postulant in 
the Diocese of Ottawa. 

I also am indebted to the Reverend Canon Allan Box who covered all of the Sunday 
services in my absence. 

On Palm Sunday our Bishop John Chapman confirmed a number of our youth. It was 

a blessed and busy time that day as we entered into Holy Week. 

Our Children's Ministries, Church School and Activity Days, Youth Group, Drama 
Group and Children's Choir and Youth Servers add to the life of our community. 
The Christmas Pageant involved both children and youth, and one grey haired man. 

The story was poignant, bringing tears to my eyes, but beyond that, looking around 



at the involvement of the parish community again made me realize that people at 
St. Thomas are plugged in, and I am encouraged. 

To Susan Dow, Merilee Clarke, and Naomi Watson-Laird, Ann Timmermans, Shirley 
Chennette and Leah Thomas, and to all who give their time to watch over and to 
teach our children, please accept my thanks. 

I am encouraged that our Hospitality continues to be offered to bereaved families, 
and I thank the Funeral Reception Committee, and especially Enid Goodfellow and 
Gertrude Brown who are my contacts in times of need. Thanks to all who take the 
time to provide foodstuffs. Again this is a ministry that involves many caring hands 
to accomplish. 

To the Choir, Cornerstone, and the Children's Choir, and to Don Gillen, Mary 
Passmore and Naomi Watson-Laird, who provide leadership, thank you for your 
continued participation in worship life of the church. You bring variety to our 

worship and we are blessed by your offerings. 

I am encouraged by the level of commitment of you, the people of God in this 
Church. I am encouraged by the Chairs of our committees. I am encouraged that 
the work that needs to be done gets done. I am encouraged by level of 
volunteerism, the many hours that you give in service to God and to the community. 
You are bearers of God's light in this world that at times seems somewhat dingy. 

In October, the cross atop the Belfry tower began to lean. This was the beginning 
of a realization that there were some problems. In the ensuing days, the cross fell 
from the tower and the extent of the reality was made clear. I wish to thank the 
Facilities Manager, Bob McCaig for all of his work over the past year, and 
especially for his diligence in seeking quotes and along with William Passmore, in 
creating the business plan for roofing on the old and new Church buildings that will 
be done this Spring. 

John Clarke and John Grahame took on the task of organizing the parish for a new 
photo directory. I thank them and Eleanor Baumgart for succeeding in fulfilling 
this task. We all look forward to the new directory when it is off the press. 

As I looked over past Vestry Addresses I noted the continuing theme of 
decreased Sunday attendance. While our 8:30 congregation has increased very 
slightly this year, the 10:30 numbers are down considerably. And, while new 



families attend St. Thomas, the weekly or even bi-weekly reality of attendance is 
not there. While we do live in a busy world, I am concerned with the reduction in 
participation in the Sunday morning gathering of our community. Sunday morning is 
a time for us to gather together and celebrate all that God has done for us in 
Jesus Christ, and yet, fewer of us are doing so. Each one of you is important to 
our community of faith. Please make the time to come and worship. 

This reality brings another layer along with it. Recently I had a parent say that 
they would be hard pressed to get their youth to come to St. Thomas as we do not 
have a critical mass of youth. Only two Sunday's ago there were only three 
children in the congregation, two of whom were under the age of two. It is 
important for our children to participate in the church and to learn the stories of 
our faith tradition to learn about God's love for them. If they are not brought to 
church, how will they learn the story? Remember too, that our Church School 
teachers take time to prepare lessons for our children, and it can be somewhat 
frustrating to prepare lessons for Church School and to have only one child in the 
class. Think of what it must be like for that one child too. 

I attended a program in the Fall on Natural Church Development. This program 
offers a way for communities define their strengths and weaknesses and then to 
work on the "weakest link." While there is a cost to the program, both in human 
resources and financially, I strongly suggest that we investigate it for St. Thomas. 

2010 was a Stewardship program year. Thanks to Bruce Kerr and Julie Clark for 
the work they did on this. While a few more pledges were returned than the 
previous stewardship program year, over 60% were not. While we are called to 
trust that God will provide, God also works through human beings. Asking for 
people to make a pledge means that we can better anticipate the funds we will have 
to creatively do ministry. Guesstimating is not the best way of doing financial 
planning. 

In the early Fall, St. Thomas was approached by Public Mobile, a relatively new 
Canadian Company asking if there was interest in having a cellular antenna put in 
the belfry tower in the church. Later a contract for perusal arrived, and much 
later a group of engineers came to the Church. Just this past Thursday engineers 
drawings were sent to me. 

A presentation will be done at the Vestry Meeting on this. The offer is for a 
licence fee that will pay St. Thomas' $16,000.00/yr. This is an exciting offer that 
we are presently investigating as a new source of ministry income. 



Later this year, in fact, I suspect in the near future, we will be hearing more about 
the Diocesan Fundraising Campaign. Each one of us in the Diocese of Ottawa will 
be asked to commit to offer funds that will assist the Diocese and our church 
community. For every dollar that is offered 50 cents will be given back to the 
parish. 

We have been asked to define the needs of the parish community, so that are able 
to name where funds might be used when the funds are made available. The Long 
Range Planning committee is actually doing some of this work at present. 

Often I have heard the question, "What the Diocese does for us?" as if the 
diocese is some vague concept somewhere out there. Please remember that St. 
Thomas received a $2000.00 grant to assist us in starting up the Open Table. The 
diocesan office does the administration of the financial needs of the diocese, 
works and contributes to the boards of the Community Ministries. The diocese 
allocates funds from our fair share to assist the National Church. It is something 
we are part of; not something that is in some high and lofty place beyond our 
reality. 

I do hope and encourage you to participate in this when the opportunity comes. 

There are so many people to thank for the good work that is accomplished here at 
St. Thomas, and I would be remiss if I did not thank Liz Norris for her years of 
dedication as our office administrator, Vestry Clerk, and Parish Council Secretary. 
Thank you, Liz. For those who have not been named today, please know that you 
are not forgotten and you are thanked for your time and commitment. 

At St. Thomas we strive to be a community built on unconditional love and 
understanding, that nurtures our members so they may carry the Light of Christ 
into the world, and be prepared and strengthened to live our faith in all areas of 
our lives. 

God has put before us the choice of life and prosperity, death and adversity. May 
we also choose life. 



A Few Vestry Updates: 

Public Mobile Cell Tower Proposal: 

At Vestry this motion: "It is moved 
that St. Thomas move forward with the 
Public Mobile cell tower proposal and 
we authorize Corporation members to 
study the proposal and make any 
required changes to it and proceed to 
seek approval of the lease/licence from 
the Diocese." was passed unanimously. 

Recently Corporation and the St. 
Thomas-Stittsville Antenna 
Installation Working Committee met 
with James Kennedy to discuss the 
proposed contract and some changes 
were made. A Business Case has been 
prepared. At such a time when a new 
contract is received, the Business Case 
and the Contract will be forwarded to 
the Financial Affairs Committee to 
seek Diocesan approval. 

Sound System in Nave of Church: 

At Vestry a concerned member of the 
parish asked that we look into the 
sound system that we presently have in 
hopes of improving the sound for 
people with hearing deficits. A 

gentleman from Bleeker's Stereo and 
T.V. came in and heard from three of 
our parishioners who wear hearing aids 
of their concerns. A sound assessment 
of the space was done by Mark Warren 
on March 17th~ pnd a report will be sent 

to the church on upgrades that might 
be required. Susan Boutilier is 

preparing a survey for parishioners to 
fill out to assist us in knowing if there 
are other concerns related to the 
sound system. 

Parish Visioning Day: 

The Rev. Bill Byers has agreed to lead a 
visioning day in at St. Thomas, 
tentative on Saturday, May yth, 2011. 
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Changes to the Parish Register 

Burials 
Robert Gi lien 

A I ian Greatrex 

William Cordukes 

Baptisms 
January 23rd 2011 
Sean William Sherring 

' 



NO JOB TOO SMALL 

There is no job too small in the Church 
- there are many jobs that can be 
accomplished in a minute - and this 
article shouldn't take much longer than 
a minute to read! There is nothing like 
a "ministry" to make the Church feel 
like "your" Church. You only have a 
minute? How about taking a minute 
after the Service and tidying up the 
pew where you sit? There should be a 
prayer book, a hymn book and a song 
book for each person in the pew. You 
only have a minute? How about taking 
that minute and tidy up the column on 
the board where your name tag is? Or 
perhaps you could quickly tidy the 
tables at the back of the Church? How 
about taking the bulletin home and 
when you have finished checking what's 
going on during the week it can be 
placed in your recycle box, instead of 
the one at Church? You have maybe 5 
minutes - then check with Elizabeth in 
the office, perhaps the hymn numbers 
need to go on the board. You have ha!f 
an hour? There are always bulletins to 
be folded on a Thursday morning, or 
filing to be done. If you have a little 
more time, how about volunteering for 
10:30 or 8:30 coffee hour? It does 
take a little time and preparation, but 
you may only need to do it once during 
the year (and then you'll probably 
enjoy the experience so much that you 
will want to volunteer more often!) I 
call these little things "ministries" 
rather than "jobs". Each little ministry 
adds up to a whole lot of Ministry. 

Each minute we spend adds up to a 
whole lot of hours which add up to a 
whole lot of making St. Thomas our 
spiritual home and not just an 
institution that we visit for an hour on 
Sunday. 

Submitted by Pat Dalphy 
r 

Blessing of the New Church Cross 

I am very pleased to tell you that our new 
Church cross for the Belfry Tower will 
arrive in about three weeks (just before 
Easter). We are having it manufactured at 
Bell's Precision Manufacturing in Perth. 
We did not light it because of the extra 
cost to do that but we built it so that we 
can in the future if the desire and funding 
is available. 

Installation of the cross is directly linked 
to when the roofers start their work em 
the Church so I cannot say for certain if 
we will have it on the Belfry Tower before 
Easter. 

Reverend Jane will be blessing the cross 
after our services in the near future. 
Details will be provided in an upcoming 
Sunday bulletin. 

At this time I wish to offer my sincere 
thank you to John Grahame for designing 
the new cross and to John and Roger 
Stone for their efforts is securing quotes 
and for the manufacturing details, 

Best regards. 

Bob McCaig 

Facilities Chairperson 



Facilities Reporting In 

Dear parishioners and friends: 

The Facilities Committee requires your 
assistance. Are you available to take 
on or assist with any of the following 
projects? Please let me know if you 
can. 

*Assist in the replacement of two sets 
of security lights at the back of the 
Church (Brian Smith is leading this and 
could use some assistance) 

*Assist in minor electrical work (Paul 
Allen is leading this and could also use 
some help) 

*Replace or repair the hinges on the 
cupboards in the Church Hall 

*Be available when the roofers 
undertake the roof replacement 
project (in case they need into the 
Church) 

*Paint the parking lot lines 

*Cut the grass (Bob Lomas is prime and 
really needs assistance for one or two 
weeks each) 

*Undertake the project for the 
replacement of primary Church sign on 
Main St. This will entail getting a 
design agreed to, then getting quotes. 

*Undertake the project for a smaller 
Church sign at the Main St. Doors 
showing times of service, etc. 

*Power washing the white vinyl siding 
on the Church 

*Take a load (or 2) of junk to the dump 

*Replace one of the brass door handles 
and deadbolt at the Carleton-Cathcart 
entrance 

*Investigate and get quotes for 
cleaning all the Church ducting 

*Take all the fire extinguishers in for 
testing and recharging 

I really need your help and would 
. . 

appreciate it very much if you could 
assist with one or more projects. 

• 

Best regards. 

Bob McCaig. 
' 

• 

Facilities Chairperson 
,, 

(613) 946-6068 (W) 
-. 

(613) 838-7223 (H) 



Annual .Spring Cleaning of the Church 

Please mark these dates on your 
calendars. Our annual Spring Cleanup 
Day of our Church is scheduled for 
Saturday April 9th from 9:00 am to 
Noon. Rain (or hopefully not snow) 
date will be the next Saturday April 
16th from 9:00 am to Noon. We need 
to get the Church spic and span for 
Easter and I would very much 
appreciate all the help I can get. Here 
are some of the jobs we require 
assistance with: 

Raking of the lawns 

Cleaning all the windows inside and out 

Cleaning the pews 

Washing the window screens 

Wash window sills and baseboards 

Trimming the trees 

Clean the gardens 

Sweeping the parking lots of any grit 

General Church deanup 

We will provide materials such as paper 
towels, soap for the windows, leaf bags, · 
rags, rubbing oil for the pews, etc. 

If you have them please bring lawn 
rakes, a wheelbarrow, shovels, wide 
brooms, pails and anything else you 
think we could use. 

After ali the work is done we will settle 
down for a great lunch and drinks (all 
provided). 

I really hope you can make this 
important date. 

Best regards, 

Bob McCaig 

Facilities Chairperson 

(613) 946-6068 (W) 

(613) 838-7223 (H) 

Nancy Allen 
Sales Representative 

613-831-7645 DIRECT 
613-831-9628 BUSINESS 
613-831-6745 FAX 
nancyallen@coldwellbanker.ca 
www.tumtheallenkey.com 

COLDWELL BANKER 

FIRST OTTAWA REALTY, 
BROKERAGE 
2 Hobin Street, Stittsville ON 
K2S 1C4 

www.coldwellbanlcer.ca 



FRIENDS OF THE FAMILY FUNERAL RECEPTIONS 

We wish to thank each and everyone 
involved in the Ministry for your help 
and support. During 2010 we served 
approximately 485 guests at the five 
funerals. 

At times it is difficult to find some of 
the present volunteers (away, sick, 
etc.,) when we have a funeral. We 
would appreciate more VOLUNTEERS 
for the following 'honorary positions' 
who we could call upon to share the 
duties: 

3 to act as 'LEADER' who oversee the 
preparation of the food trays, 
beverages, kitchen duties, etc. You are 
given a list of 'Kitchen Helpers' from 
which you choose your staff. 

2 to act as a 'COORDINATOR' duties: 

1) contact a Leader. 
2)Advise Doreen Bell who arranges to 
have the tables set-up and put away
tablecloths, etc. 
3) contact the Phoning Committee 

advising them of the quantity of 
food required. 

4) Purchase supplies, i.e. coffee, tea, 
juice, etc. 

5) Assist the Leader the day of the 
funeral. 

2-4 for the 'PHONING COMMITTEE' 

2 people per funeral requesting food. 

You will be given 'PRINTED 
GUIDELINES &LISTS OF 
VOLUNTEERS & TRAINING' 
(if needed). NOTE: The more people 
involved , means fewer times you are 
called upon to help - our aim is to 
rotate as much as possible. 

IF YOU CAN HELP or NEED MORE 
INFORMATION, PLEASE contact 
Gertrude Brown 613-831-1883 or 
Enid Goodfellow 613-836-0432 
who will assist. 

Thanking you in anticipation, 

Enid Goodfellow, 
Coordinator 

THE PLANT SALE 

THE TINY TREASURES SALE 

THE BAKE SALE 

MAY 21st. 2011 

Children's Letters to God submitted by: 
Mary Kennedy 

Please support our advertisers. They 
support us. 



SPAGHE I II DINNER CHALLENGE 

The youth group of St. Thomas', 
Stittsville, took up the Spaghetti 
Dinner Challenge from St. Matthew's to 
raise money for Centre 454. On 
February 26th, 2011, eight of our youth 
donned their aprons and started 
slinging spaghetti. 

Actually, plans had started weeks 
before as they sold tickets and 
prepared the menu: spaghetti with 
meat or vegetarian sauce, ceaser salad, 
garlic bread, apple crisp and ice cream 
and juice, tea and coffee. The week 
before the dinner, on a Sunday 
morning, some of the youth were in the 
kitchen preparing the apple crisp. 
Some also were there the Friday night 
before the event to make the meat 
sauce. At 4:00p.m. on the 26th, the 
youth arrived to boil water, set up 
tables, rip lettuce and cut up bacon 
into bits. It was a lot of work, as they 
found out, but a good time was had by 
all. 

We had 75 people attend the dinner 
and they were entertained by our 
youth Drama Group and the Junior 
Choir. The Drama Group had prepared 
a special production just for the 
spaghetti dinner which involved stolen 
spaghetti, a I ittle bit about loaves and 
fishes, and the grace built right in. 
The Junior Choir provided us with 
three amazing pieces as they stood on 
a pew-bench so all could see! 

It was a terrific night of fun, 
cooperation, planning, inspiration, 
service and did we mention fun? We 
are proud to report that the night 
raised a total of $559.65 for Centre 
454. 

Thank you to all who helped that 
evening, especially Rev. Jane, Merilee 
for her drama direction, Naomi for her 
choir direction, the youth, the youth 
leaders, and especially to those who 
bought tickets and attended the 
dinner. 

Shirley Chennette, Leah Thomas, Susan 
Dow 

Youth Group Leaders 

March 2011 

OPEN HOUS ... 

Anne & Scott Brown would like to invite 
their friends from St. Thomas to an 
Open House at their new home on the 
Rideau River. The date for the Open 
House will be June 5th, between 
11:00am and 6:00pm. 

PI ease e -ma i I s cgjt, bl:QJtl! r1@ xpJ.tll:,lfl;f'oS~t1i:g 
for directions or call 613-269-2211 to 
get directions over the phone. It's not 
long distance from Stittsvi!le. 



SEA STORIES OF YESTERDAY AND TODAY 
HOW I LEARNED TO STEER 

BY: CAP'T JOHN 
At Norway Bay, Ontario where we had our 
summer cottage, there was a ferry boat, 'M.V. 
Norvic' which ran between Norway Bay, and 
Sand Point, Ontario, approximately seven miles 
west of Arnprior, Ontario. This was about 
three miles across the Ottawa River. This 
ferry had started running in the summer of 
1921. The dock at Norway Bay ran several 
hundred feet out into the bay to reach 
navigable water for the ferry. 

Every day, us kids would congregate at the end 
of the dock to swim. The ferry would come and 
go, approximately on the hour, across the river. 
The crew of the ferry boat consisted of a 
'captain' a retired farmer who wore a railroad 
cap and overalls and an 'engineer', who had been 
a deep water motor sailor in previous days. In 
addition to this, they hired one of the 
teenagers, such as myself as a deckhand. The 
job had a quick turnover as most of the middle 
class kids did not really need the job. 

I pestered the captain to give me the job when 
it was available. One Saturday night at the 
local dance hall, he approached me and asked 
me if I wanted to go to work the next morning. 
"Wow, you bet!", I said. (This was the official 
start of my seagoing days!!) "Can you steer?" 
he asked. "Of course I can steer!" I replied. 
(referring to my cast experience with a 
rowboat, a canoe and an occasional runabout or 
sailboat!) "Well," he said, "be out at the dock 
tomorrow at 7 a.m. sharp. The pay is $2.00 for 
a 12-hour day." 

I went home to the cottage to inform my 
parents. They said it was great, don't fall off 
the boat, watch your step, etc. The next 
morning Mother packed me a huge lunch and 
Dad drove me out to the dock for 7 a.m. To 
our surprise the boat was gone and we could 
see across the river a little white dot that was 
the ferry at the Sand Point dock. When the 
boat came back to the dock at 8 a.m. I helped 

to tie it up. The captain then came ashore and 
promptly fired me. He said "I said 7 a.m. not 8 
a.m." I replied I was here at 7." He had meant 
railroad time (standard) not daylight saving. 
Well he rehired me and we proceeded to get 
underway. 

My job was to help load the cars, heave the 
gangplank, cast off the mooring lines and jump 
aboard. The ferry docked with the bow facing 
up the river. About 100 feet out from the 
dock was a small island, so as soon as the boat 
got moving it made a hard aport (left) turn to 
clear the island. Then it would straighten out 
and follow a beeline course across to Sand 
Point. As soon as the ferry got going the 
captain came down from the wheel house to the 
main deck and said, "O.K. kid, go take the 
wheel." I said, "Me?" He said, "Yes,you!" 
Almost panic stricken, I climbed the ladder up 
to the bridge into the wheel house and grabbed 
the wheel. I was white knuckled! The boat was 
almost at the end of its turn and not knowing 
the wheel was hard aport, the ferry continued 
its 360 degree turn while I stood there 
stricken with fear. It looked like it was going 
to crash into the dock at full speed. 
Fortunately the ferry cleared the dock with 
about two feet to spare, and continued its turn. 

The captain's routine after leaving the dock 
was to repair to the stern cabin and have a 
smoke and 'jaw' a little . When he looked up 
and saw the dock go flying by he made a 
remarkable turn of speed up to the wheel 
house, muttering some atrocious language, 
grabbed the wheel and straightened the boat 
out to head for Sand Point. He said "I thought 
you could steer!" I said I could steer but 
nothing as big as this. He then said "See that 
flaf pole up at the bow?" "Yes," I said. "Well, 
keep that flag pole pointing at Sand Point, and 
the window pointing at Norway Bay dock and 
that's all there is to it!!" "O.K. thanks Captain." 
He left and went below to the stern cabin. 
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Everything went well for a couple of minutes, 
except the flag pole on the bow started 
pointing up the river. I applied the port wheel 
and nothing happened. Then some more wheel. 
The ferry stopped pointing up river, then 
swung down river. I am steering left to right 
like crazy and was sweating bricks. The 
captain reappeared with a very red face, and 
more obnoxious language and fired me for the 
second time in about twenty minutes. He 
informed me that because the propeller turned 
clockwise it made the vessel turn right. So one 
had to make correction turns to the wheel back 
and forth to keep it on course. I was then 
rehired and being a clever fellow, the ferry 
steered a somewhat shaky course for Sand 
Point. I think I must have been close to a 
heart attack during those ten minutes and 
possibly the captain as well. 

The ferry approached Sand Point. On 
approaching this dock, a long sand spit 
projected out into the river about 200 feet or 
more. The ferry had to pass this sand spit and 
then do a sharp turn to starboard to approach 
the dock a couple of hundred feet away and 
facing up river. At this time the captain 
appeared and took over the wheel and 
instructed me to go below and man the port 
bow mooring line. He said to grab the line, 
climb over the rail and jump ashore when we 
got alongside the dock. Then get the line on 
the dock bollards and snub it. I got the line, 
got outside the rail and prepared to jump. the 
dock appeared alongside and I jumped. 
Unfortunately, I jumped too soon and landed in 
the water between the on going ferry and the 
dock. Luckily for me and with a little help from 
'up there' there was a hollow space under the 
dock and I sprang into it . I could hear the 
ferry's bells going and the ferry went into 
reverse with great speed and backed up all the 
way into the sand spit. There was sand and 

mud flying, engine room bells ringing and much 
laughter from the people on the dock above. 

The ferry broke out of the sand spit and went 
flying by the dock and had to make a 360 
degree turn to get back to the dock again. 
Meanwhile I climbed out on the dock and 
became the laughing stock of the day. I felt so 
small, I could have walked under the wheel 
house door. With my hat on. The ferry came 
up to the dock, the captain heaved the mooring 
line and the engineer got the stern line and 
dropped the gangplank. I naturally went to 
help. The captain roared, "Keep your hands off 
the boat." and a lot of other choice language. 
More laughter from the crowd. The captain 
and engineer proceeded to get the cars aboard. 
I meekly asked the captain if I could come 
aboard. He told me to swim home and never 
set foot onboard his boat again. More 
laughter. I offered to pay for a ride home. No 
luck there. 

Anyway a passenger helped with the lines and 
the captain standing on the bridge called out 
"Get aboard, kid!!" As we headed to Norway 
Bay, the captain came down and said "Go take 
the wheel, kid!!" 

I learned to steer the hard way and kept the 
job until the end of the summer. I earned 
$42.00 for 25 12-hour days. I also learned the 
value of a dollar. And never forgot how to 
steer. Over the following years I was able to 
help out now and then at the request of the 
captain. The 'Norvic' went out of business 
around 1963. It was towed to a tugboat basin 
where she subsequently filled up with water 
and sank. Around 1978 a local construction 
contractor bought and raised 'Norvic' to be 
used as a cruise boat on the Rideau system. 
This did not work pout and William Teron 
acquired 'Norvic' and turned her into a private 
yacht. As of last fall, she was still going 
strong. 



Small Miracles 

Dwight Nelson recently told a true story about the 
pastor of his church. He had a kitten that climbed 
up a tree in his backyard and then was afraid to 
come down. The pastor coaxed, offered warm milk, 
etc. The kitty would not come down. The tree was 
not sturdy enough to climb, so the pastor decided 
that if he tied a rope to his car and pulled it until 
the tree bent down, he could then reach up and get 
the kitten. 

That's what he did, all the while checking his 
progress in the car. He then figured if he went just 
a little bit farther, the tree would be bent 
sufficiently for him to reach the kitten. But as he 
moved the car a little farther forward, the rope 
broke.The tree went 'baing!' and the kitten instantly 
sailed through the air- out of sight. 

The pastor felt terrible. He walked all over the 
neighborhood asking people if they'd seen a little 
kitten. No, nobody had seen a stray kitten. So he 
prayed, "Lord, I just commit this kitten to your 
keeping," and went on about his business. 

A few days later he was at the grocery store, and 
met one of his church members. He happened to 
look into her shopping cart and was amazed to see 
cat food. This woman was a cat hater and everyone 
knew it, so he asked her, "Why are you buying cat 
food when you hate cats so much?" She replied, 
"You won't believe this." and then told him how her 
little girl had been begging her for a cat, but she 
kept refusing. Then a few days before, the child 
had begged again, so the Mom finally told her little 
girl, "Well, if God gives you a cat, I'll let you keep 
it." She told the pastor, "I watched my child go out 
in the yard, get on her knees, and ask God for a cat. 
And really, Pastor, you won't believe this, but I saw 
it with my own eyes. A kitten suddenly came flying 
out of the blue sky, with its paws outspread, and 
landed right in front of her." 

submitted by: Merilee Clarke 

OUR GARDEN AT ST. THOMAS 

"The kiss of the sun for pardon, The 
song of the birds for mirth, you're 
closer to God in a garden than 
anywhere else on earth." 

'Dorothy Francis Gurney: 1858- 1932' 

We are (through) March and Spring is 
in the air today. Soon the snow will 
have disappeared and the Tulips and 
Daffodils will be up and garden work 
will begin. We have set the day for the 
plant sale at St. Thomas and we would 
be very grateful for any plants that 
you might be able to part with. Hosta 
and Day Lilies are easy to divide and 
always sell well, as do Iris, Chives, 
Forget-Me-Nots, etc., etc. The Plant 
Sale will be held on Saturday, May 
21st. in the morning but you may bring 
plants in a few days ahead of time. We 
could also use any pots or flats you may 
have that are left over from previous 
years. Of course we would love to see 
you at the sale too!! 

"Many hands make light work" and we 
would welcome helpers in the garden 
whether at the Spring Clean-up, on a 
regular basis or whenever you are able 
to join us. We meet once a week in the 
morning. If you have any questions, or 
are interested in working with us, I 
would love to hear from you. Please call 
me at 613-831-2910. 

Heather Sullivan 





move well ., feel well s be well 
CHIROPRACTIC MASSAGE NUTRITION 

9-420 Hazeldean Road 
Kanata, ON 

K2L 482 

www.mykanatachiropractor.com 
kristin@mykanatachiropractor.com 

613.271.8555 
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Assante 
Assante Capital 

Management Ltd. 

Bruce Kerr, B.A., CFP 
Senior Financial Advisor 

l.eeAnn MCI(instry 
Business Associate 

705 • 280 Albert Street 
Ottawa, Ontario K1 P 5G8 

Tel: (613) 567-8266 
Bruce Ext 224 

LeeAnn Ext: 225 
Fax: (613) 56N!269 

E-mail: bkerrOassante.com 
E·mail: lmckinstry@assante.com 
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I OB - 6081 Hazel dean Road, Stittsville, Ontario K2S l B9 
Phone: (613) 831-2591 Fax: (613) 831-3036 E-mail: stittsvi!le@bellnet.ca 

Open Weekdays 6:00 am to 9:00 pm 

REG. SAGE THE · Y AVAIL1~BL£ 
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FEED & SEED ( 1982) LTD. 

2079 Carp Road 
Stittsville, Ontario 
KOA 3GO Office: 836-6880 

• HEATING 
• AIR CONDmONING 
• VENTILATION 
• RESIDENTIAL & 

COMMERGAL 

110 Westhunt Drive, Carp KOA lLO 

Telephone: (613) 836-5611 Fax: (613) 836-1974 

www. tern proservices.com 

KUMON MATH AND READING CENTRE 

Merilee Clarke 
Kumon Math and Reading Instructor 

Dr. V. Bennett, Owner 
Dr. A. Randall, Associate 
Dr. C. MacKinnon, Associate 

Weekdays: 9:00 a.m. - 7:00p.m. 

• 

By appointment only 

Stittsville 
Small Animal Clinic 

Tel: 613~836-5040 
1648 Stittsville Main Street 
Stittsville, Ontario K2S 1 A6 Veterinary Services for Dogs and Cats 

www.s tittsvi ilesma II anima I eli nic.ca 

ole SHARON SHOULOICE 

ALTERATIONS 
DRESSMAKING 

& OTHER SEWING 

1 04 Lanigan Crescent 
Ontario 1<28 1 C5 

Tel: 61 191 
sharonshouldlceOyahoo.ca 

• 

"Housebound"~ I will come to you I 

SPECIALIZING IN 
QUALITY REPAIRS & SERVICE TO ALL 

FOREIGN & DOMESTIC VEHICLES 
SINCE 1984 

836-2284 
• 

STITTSVILLE KUMON CENTRE tel. 613.591.9351 
St. Thomas Anglican Church 
1619 Main St., Stittsville, ON 

Proprietor 2076 Carp Road 
Carp, Ontario FRANK MAVIGLIA 
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Bring us your dreams, 
We can make them come true. 

MATT W. WIGNEY 
President 

P.O. Box 955 Stittsville, Ontario K2S 181 

www. wigneyhomes.com 

613 836-6888 


