
People's 
./uue /998 St. 11wma.\· the Apo.\·t/e'Auglicau Church, Stitt.,·vil/e, Ontario 

tntk 
.I • 

In this Issue . .. 

<£> The Rector Writes ....... .. ................... page 3 
<£> Away at University .. .. ................... page 6 
<£> Salute to the Cookes ... ..................... page 7 
<£> Beta Groups ................ ..................... page 8 
<£> I am not Old- a poem .. .................... page 9 
<£> Sunday School ............ .. ................... page 10 
<£> Billy Graham Mission ... ................... page 11 
<£> Property Report ........... ..................... page 13 
<£> New Choir Members ... ..................... page 14 
<£> Cornerstone ................. .. ................... page 15 
<£> Side Stair Enclosure plans ............... page 16 
<£> Welcome Mat ............. .. .................... page 17 
<£> An Appeal letter .......... ..................... page 18 

~-----------------------------------------------------------------------j 
People's Pulpit Page 1 



Page 2 

The Directory 
St. Thoma.'> the Apostle Anglican Church P.O. Box 106-1, 1619 Main St., Stitt.'>ville, Ontario K2S I B2 

Rector 

Honorary Assistant 
Layreader 
Parish Staff 
Parish Secretary 
Caretaking 
Organist 
Members of Parish Council 
Rector's Warden 
People's Warden 
Deputy Warden 
ACWLink 
Church School Link/ Co-Super 
Member at Large 
Member at Large 
Members of Synod 

The Rev'd Sally Gadd 

The Rev'd Alex Dobson 
Robin Tilgner 

Alain Tilgner 
Brent & Art Read 

Don Gillen 

Tom Sandor 
Robin Tilgner 

Elizabeth Norris-Gervais 
Doreen Bell 
Edna Cooke 

John Brummell 
Roger Stone 

Keldine FitzGerald 
Ian Swann 

Synod Alternate William Passmore 
Property Chair Robert Stone 
Treasurer Phil Dawes 
Worship & Liturgy Link Ken Kirk 
Youth Group Link Amy Wigney 
Altar Guild Link and Co-Leader Joan Thorneycroft 
Convenors, Coordinators & Lay Leaders 
Altar Guild Co-Leader Hilda Gale 
Anglican Church Men Contact 
ACW President 
Card Secretary 
Cemetery Cmtee Chairperson 
Cemetery Cmtee Secretaryffreasurer 
Choir Director - Children's 

Roger Stone 
Barbara Swann 
Elsie Standing 

Bert Smith 
Gwelda O'Shaughnessy 

Christine Ritchie 
Peter Torunski 
Don Purchase 

Choir Director - Senior 
Church School Music 
Church School Treasurer/ Co-Super 
Coffee Hour Convenor 

Georgina Purchase 
Elizabeth Norris-Gervais 

Tom Sandor 
Elsie Standing (8:30 am) 

Gordon Marshall (10:30 am) 

Coordinator of Prayers & Readers 
Coord of Sidespersons/ Greeters 
Coord of Sidespersons/ Greeters 
Cornerstone Co-Ordinator 
Deputy Treasurer 
Hall Rental Contact 
12A Coordinator 
Nursery 
Outreach Chair 
People's Pulpit Editor 

Mary Passmore 
Don Gillen 

Alain Tilgner 
Alain Tilgner 

Kirsten Maludzinski 
Gillian Mattock 
Trish Irwin-Kitt 

836-5741 (ofl5ce) 
836-7272 (home) 
820-1580 
831-2709 

836-5741 
836-3687 
836-2229 

831-7269 
831-2709 
836-4584 
836-1983 
836-4599 
253-8674 

. 836-4152 
836-3970 
836-5283 
836-2876 
836-1154 
836-5729 
836-5453 
831-1984 
836-6384 

836-1535 
836-4152 
836-5283 
836-4495 
838-4085 
599-7125 
836-6884 
836-5295 
836-4073 
836-4073 
836-4584 
831-7269 
836-4495 
836-4644 
836-2876 
836-2229 
831-3353 
831-3353 
831-8523 
836-1280 
831-7107 

People's Pulpit 



The Rector Writes 
on. realigning our antenna 

Dear Friends: 
Pentecost Sunday has just 

blown by, filled with its prom
ises thattheHoly Spirit can trans
form our lives. I would like to 
take the Holy Spirit up on that 
offer. There have been just 
enough glimpses of the King
dom of God in my life to stir up 
a hunger for more. Saint Augus
tine was quite right when he 
wrote, " ... you have made us for 
yourself, and our hearts are rest
less until they rest in you. "My 
heart is restless - is yours? 

I just read an article ("Search- , 
ing Prayer") by Paul W achdorf. 
He has decided that we were 
programmed to look for God. 
He compares us to the space
craft Magellan which was sent 
to Venus to map the Venusian 
surface and send us back the 
data. Unfortunately the antenna 
ended up facing the wrong way 
and contact with Magellan was 
lost. However the spacecraft was 
provided with a backup plan for 
such a disastrous eventuality. In 
the case of loss of contact with 
earth, Magellan would begin a 
systematic search until it found 
the signal again . The plan 
worked. Mission control hooked 
up with the signal, the necessary 
corrections were made and 
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Magellan is still working and 
transmitting detailed topo
graphical maps. We, too, are 
searching for a signal. 

My contact with God is filled 
with gaps and searches. Often 
my antenna is pointing the wrong 
way. Sometimes there seems to 
be 'sub-space interference'. But 
I am beginning to have confi
dence in God's back-up plan. I 
turn, usually inadvertently, from 
God. My restlessness indicator 
gets active. I begin to feel empty 
or incomplete or afraid. It's time 
to 'realign my spiritual antenna 
with God.' 

May I suggest something? 
This summer when your re-crea
tion time arrives, start each day 
with simple prayer. When you 
wake up in the morning, thank 
God for the day, offer up your 
worries and disappointments 
from the day before, and ask 
God to be part of everything that 
happens this day. It's that sim
ple and it will make a difference. 
It will get your antenna realigned 
toward God. 

God bless! 

~\L~yadd 
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I Notes, Sclledules find Mlscelltlneousl 

Summer Service Hours 
8:00 and 9:30 am 

June 21 -August 30 
inclusive 

Ahead this Summer: 
June 17: Parish Council Meeting 
June 21: Special Vestry Meeting after 9:30 service 

to discuss the side entrance final design 
June 25-28: Billy Graham Mission (Corel Centre) 
July 1, 8, and 15: Summer Video Series 

During the summer months the Church of
fice requests that anyone wishing to drop in 
or deliver information in person do so only 
on Wednesday mornings- this is to allow 
flex hours and vacation time for the staff All 
messages left on the machine will be checked 
daily and responded to in a timely manner. 

July 20-Aug 20: Rector's Vacation 

Coming in September: 
-Chicken BBQ 
- another ALPHA course begins 
- Science and God evenings return 

Alternative from the Alternate 
This is the first time that the 

writer has held the Parish Council 
position of Alternate Lay Delegate 
to Synod. This is another of those 
wonderful church "jobs" which 
comes with the opportunity for in
fluence (being on Parish Council), 
but with virtually no responsibility 
except to fill in when a real Lay 
Delegate to Synod cannot attend 
our Diocesan Synod. This has 
become a very popular event, and a 
much sought-after position on Par
ish Council. 

So that leaves the Alternate to 
ponder alternatives ... As I reflect 
on the life of St. Thomas', I see a 
church which continues to grow, 
albeit slowly, and which is also 
growing quite fast in its desire to 
learn. We see increased Youth 
activity, Beta Groups, Anglican 
Church Men, as well as a continu
ation of our other programmes. 
There are more leaders, but leaders 
need to be led to make them more 
comfortable and effective in their 
leadership roles. 

Our work needs prayer to en
sure that it is powerful and in God's 
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will. We need help to be effective 
-in our prayer ministries. It is possi
ble that we may need to have more 
and different worship services -
and the need for pastoral visitation 
both by priest and lay people. What 
do we need to do to facilitate this 
exciting and challenging situation 
which the Lord has brought us to? 

An obvious answer to me would 
be to appoint an Assistant Curate. 
As well as meeting our needs, this 
would also be a gift to our larger 
community in providing an oppor
tunity (which has become more 
scarce) to prepare a new priest to 
eventually be a rector (i.e. have 
their own parish). It would be 
expensive - but the God who 
showed us how to become a single 
point parish, and to build a new 
church, will inspire, guide and en
able us in this endeavour. 

However, the first step is to 
determine if this is God's will for 
our parish, and to be united and of 
one mind on this issue. What do 
you think??? 

William Passmore, 
Alternate Lay Delegate to Synod 

From the Editor's Desk 

Life with two pre-schoolers and 
a newborn is very busy! I've strug
gled to find the time to put together 
this issue of People's Pulpit- a few 
minutes here and there, trying to 
regain trains of thought or sense of 
continuity. Willi give it up, I am 
asked. No way; I enjoy it too 
much! One of the ways things have 
become easier is the popularity of 
e-mail- what a time saver!! Thank 
you to all who contn'buted articles 
and poems for this issue. And thanks 
to Linda Banister for typing up and 
e-mailing me some articles which 
weren't in electronic form! 

Since so many in the parish are 
on e-mail, Pete Torunski is sug
gesting sharing addresses as a 
means to keep in touch. See page 
12 if you are interested. 

Have a great summer. I plan to 
spend much of it at parks and in 
water! 

Trish Irwin-K.itt 

People's Pulpit~· .. 
e-mail address: · · 
kitt@ magi.corn 

Deadline for next issue: 
August 23 
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Lord, teach me to be still and to know that you are there. 
Teach me to quieten my own voice so that I can hear you. 

Teach me to listen with my heart. 
So often in my busy life, 

you are the last one who gets my attention 
until at last when I fall exhausted into bed at night 

perhaps I might rattle off a contrite and weary goodnight to you 
with a promise to do better tomorrow. 

Or perhaps I've hurled a barrage of petitions 
at you as I rushed through my day. 

Forgive me, Lord. 
Help me to see you in the face of each one I meet 
- to feel you in the spontaneous hug from a child 

- to recognize you in the squeeze of a hand 
- to be overwhelmed by your love as I hear it 

in the voice of a friend who calls j ust when I need it most 
- to be filled with joy at the sound 

of a certain footstep in the hall each night 
- to be struck anew with humility and wonder 

as I see the new growth and beauty of the spring. 
Help me to remember to be still 

and to know you are there 
and that your love for me is so much more 

than I could ever ask or imagine. 

Shirley Sharkey 1998 
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Jo Passmore 
on Life away at University 

• · · - ··- "··· ·' ·+u57WWZITiiil· ~iii·liil·- - -;;;·· mmmmna· 

T he best years of my life ... 
that's what they tell me this is 
... and so far I'd have to say 

that is pretty accurate! As well as the 
freedom of being away from home 
and being responsible for pretty much 
every aspect of my life, I love the 
freedom to be exactly who I am. 
Going away to a place where there 
are very few people who know your 
past failures and mistakes is invigor
ating (toputit·mildly), anditcan give 
rise to a number of reactions. The 
main two are: 

1. Becoming the person you've 
always wanted to be, but never could 
be since your friends at home knew 
you too well, or 

2. Discover exactly who you are 
by being yourself. 

When I went to Guelph I con
sciously decided that I was going to 
be myselflike never before. It wasn't 
easy and it cost me some friendships, 
but the friendships I made are genu
ine and honest. Few things are more 
refreshing. 

It was an answer to Kim's prayers 
and mine that we were placed in 
rooms next to each other. She is a 
Christian, too, and it was great to 
have her there to talk with, go to 
church with, and be encouraged by. 
Our mutual friends aren'thuge party
ers and some were very open to what 
we talked about. None gave their 
hearts to Jesus, but they are really 
searching. 

I didn't get along very well with 
my roommate. We tolerated each 
other, and that was about it. No life
long friendship there. There was no 
strife exactly; we just had incompat
ible personalities. That was my big
gest struggle. When you live in such 
close proximity with someone you 
can'trelate to at all it can be stressful. 
I really had to pray a lot and that . 
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brought me closer to Jesus. He uses 
everything, eh?! 

As for temptations to drink and 
stuff ... not really an issue with me. 
Yes I like the taste, but whether I 
have a drink or not doesn't really 
matter to me. Most of the time I 
wouldn't have anything. There were 
girls I lived with who couldn' t drink 
because of medical reasons, some 
didn't like it, Kim never drank, and 
some would just choose not to drink 
sometimes. Sex was also around, but 
not much more so than in high school 
really. A bit differentto be in a li ving 
situation perhaps. The girls I lived 
with were always discreet (and by 
the way, it's not true; everyone is not 
"doing it"). I think I was very lucky 
to live with the people I did. 

My chosen program was biol
ogy. This meant butting heads with 
the age-old question of evolution vs. 
creation. I find it one of the most 
fascinating arguments ever, and not 
only because each extreme is a faith 
argument (my opinion). I also took a 
contemporary English literature 
course as one of my electives, and 
there we were exposed to every issue 
under the sun from feminism to sexual 
frustration and orientation; racism to 
separatism. Fascinating course but 
all the marking was arbitrary (my 
opinion). So far (because of my 
program and because I don't write a 
lot of essays) I haven't come up 
against the same challenges that 
friends of mine in the social sciences 
have, such as the extreme exclusion 
of a religious or even spiritual view
point on things. Most find that in 
order to make the grade they' ve got 
to feed their profs opinions back to 
him. That reminds me of high school. 
Not exactly the haven of intellectual 
freedom I had hoped to find . .. but 
see if that'll stop me!! 

Finding a church was easy for 
me since no buses run on Sundays 
and there was only one church that 
sent a yellow bus around campus. 
By default, that was the one I went to. 
It is an amazing church and many 
students go there. Good Christian 
friends are so very important in our 
lives. Together we challenge each 
other, encourage each other,lift each 
other up in prayer and become ac
countable to one another. 

Going to church is a very good 
way to meet Christian students, but a 
better way is in the on-campus Chris
tian clubs. I became very involved 
with Campus Crusade for Christ and 
look forward to being on the execu
tive next year. I absolutely love it, 
and it is going places; it's not just a 
"bless-me" club. Stuff is happenipg 
and will happen next year. I'm ex
cited. 

I would definitely say that my 
growth before going away was key 
to staying hand-in-hand with Christ. 
Outreach to children and young peo
ple is vitally important. As we be
come more set in thought patterns 
and more cynical we close our hearts 
and minds to the God who loves us. 
At the same time I encourage you 
with some thoughts: 

Don't check your brains at the 
door. So many people seem to be 
afraid of awkward questions and ta
boo topics. We are always called to 
be realistic. Jesus was the most real
istic person ever. We know Reality 
Himself. 

Open discussion and questions 
are so healing and honest. Don't 
skirt the hard questions. Open dis
cussion rarely gives concrete an
swers, but opens the mind to new 
rooms of thought . . . and so you 
grow. 

Jo Passmore 
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I n this day and age it is not 
unusual for people to move 
around, either with their cur

rent jobs or in search of new oppor
tunities. One such opportunity has 
come up for Edna and Roger Cooke 
and family . In August they will be 
heading west to Victoria, British 
Columbia. Roger works for the De
partment ofN ational Defence as an 
architect, and has been working on 
the B.C. project for quite some time. 
This has meant many flights west 
leaving Edna holding the fort for 
days on end. Finally things have 
reached the point where _ Roger 
needs to be on site full time, so 
rather than live in a permanent state 
of transit, the whole family are be
ing moved out. The move has come 
about fairly quickly and has not 
been altogether welcomed as the 
Cookes are Maritimers at heart. 
However, never a family to be 
daunted for long they are now mak
ing preparations to head out. 

This seems like as good an 
opportunity as any to recognise and 
thank both Edna and Roger for all 
of their hard work in this Parish and 
community. Thoseofyou with chil
dren will best know Edna as our 
extremely efficient Sunday School 
coordinator for the past three years. 
In this role Edna has done every
thing from organising curriculums 
to teaching classes, to donning silly 
costumes and putting on fantastic 
social events. Edna has always been 
there for teachers, children and par-
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ents, and we are certainly going to 
miss her below stairs. Edna is also 
a very talented seamstress, so at 
Christmas when many of the Pag
eant costumes come out we can 
think of her, and also at Easter 
when the beautiful altar cloth and 
burse, that depict the Resurrection, 
are in use. Finally we're going to 
miss Edna at our Used Clothing 
and Toy Sales. These are twice 
yearly events that Edna and Barb 
Schizkowski put on as a Sunday 
School fund-raiser. We' re corning 
up to sale number eight in October, 
assuming it will go on without her. 

Roger has served on Parish 
Council, been involved in numer
ous maintenance projects, but is 
probably best known for his work 
as Chairman of the Greeters and 
Sidespeople. This has meant the 
coordination of many schedules, 
lots of last minute scrambling to 
find people for special occasions, 
too many Sundays dealing with the 
sound system and often preparing 
the collection for the Treasurer af
ter Church. Roger has just retired 
from this position so hopefully his 
remaining time at St. Thomas' will 
be more relaxing. Weareextremely 
indebted to Roger for the wonder
ful architectural drawings he has 
provided us with. Such design work 
is both painstaking and time con-

surning and we have been very for
tunate to benefit from Roger's serv
ices free of charge. We will hope
fully see some of his work come to 
fruition when our outside stair 
project gets under way. 

The Cookes are the kind of 
people that give their all when they 
decide to take up a cause. Edna has 
been seen on baseball fields, at 
skating rinks, at Guiding events 
and is always ready to help out at 
Stittsville Public and Goulboum 
Middle School. Roger, too, is to
tally supportive of his children and 
pours his energies into Scouting. 
Roger "Thunder" Cooke has been 
an invaluable part of the Beaver 
Colony that meets at our Church on 
Wednesdays, not to mention all of 
the organisational work he does for 
the District with camps, outings 
and special events. 

Edna and Roger , all of us here 
at St. Thomas' are going to miss 
you, not only for what you do but 
for who you are. We wish you, 
Heather, David and Ian, all the very 
best out in Victoria and hope that 
your time there will be happy and 
successful for you all. This place 
won't be quite the same without 
you!! 

Georgina Purchase 
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What are they? 
A new phenomenon has arisen 

at Saint Thomas. All around the 
Parish small groups of people are 
meeting for biblically-based dis
cussions about their faith, and to 
reflect on how that faith affects 
their everyday lives. We call them 
'Beta' Groups because they arose 
from people's enjoyment of the 
Alpha discussion groups and their 
wish to continue meeting and dis
cussing issues that mattered to them. 

When do they meet? 
The meeting times are decided 

upon by the participants. Currently 
two groups are meeting on Monday 
nights (one of these meets every 
second Monday) and one group is 
meeting on Wednesday afternoons. 

Where do they meet? 
The meetings move around to 

the various homes of people who've 
offered to be hosts. Being a host is 
easy - just make up something to 
drink- someone else brings snacks. 

What happens in 
those meetings? 

Leadership is shared and sim
ple because we follow booklets de
signed for small group meetings. 
No study or previous knowledge is 
required because the content is in 
the books. All questions and com
ments are respected. The structure 
of the meeting is standard and flex
ible. We begin with fifteen min
utes, refreshments in hand, of catch
ing up with each other and begin
ning to focus on the evening's topic. 
Then we have thirty minutes of 
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Bible study which is directly con
nected to our lives. 

There are always two options 
for passages to work on, so we 
divide into two smaller gro ps ac
cording to our preference. Then we 
come back for forty-five minutes 
of time with each other to compare 
discussions and, if we wish, pray. 
This adds up to an hour and a half 
and then home we go. The deci
sions about where, when and how 
often we meet are made by the 
group, as is the decision about which 
booklet to study next. Booklet top
ics range widely, including Jesus, 
stress, core values, relationships, 
parenting, entrepreneurs, and many 
more. But the discussions are al
ways biblically based. 

What's in it for me? 
What comes out of it, I believe, 

is a deepening fellowship, a better 
understanding of scripture, and a 
growth in our relationship with the 
Lord. All of this adds up to new 
friendships, a more satisfying di
rection in people's lives and a 
clearer understanding of what life 
is all about. Those are pretty sub
stantial claims, but since there is 
always supposed to be an empty 
chair for anyone who might enjoy 
this, whydon'tyoucomeand check 
them out? If you are interested, you 
would be welcome to join. Just 
phone Sally Gadd at 836-5741 or 
836-7272 to be put in touch with 
the groups. 

Sally Gadd 

ACW 
Stamps & lAbels 

RIDDLE: What do pop cans 
tabs, used postage stamps and 
labels have in common? 
ANSWER: They can all be 
converted into CASH. 

lAbels: Campbell's and Franco 
American labels are sent to the School 
for the Deaf where, with the aid of 
Campbell's Catalogue, they are con
verted into things needed by the 
Schools for the Deaf in the Carib
bean. The needs range from chalk, 
pencils, crayons, computers, refrig
erators to minivans. A minivan can 
be purchased for 874,009labels. In 
1996 (the last figure available) 
2,432,000 labels were delivered to 
the School. 

Closer to home, the Heinz Baby 
Food labels are worth six cents each 
when redeemed by CHEO. 

Pop can tabs: Tabs are sold.as 
scrap aluminum. Proceeds from the 
sale of these tabs are used to pur
chase wheel chairs. 

Used postage stamps: Stamps 
are sold in bulk to stamp dealers. The 
proceeds from these are used to pay 
the administrative costs of the Lep
rosy Mission, enabling gifts and do
nations to go directly to the purpose 
for which they were given. Trimmed 
stamps required 114 inch of envelope 
to protect the perforation of the stamp. 
We will trim stamps. 

Campbell's labels, Franco 
American labels and used postage 
stamps go to the Diocesan A.C.W. 
The pop can tabs and Heinz labels go 
to the Ottawa Area Girl Guides. 
Please keep these coming. There is a 
basket in the cloakroom of the 
Narthex for this purpose. 

The A. C. W. thanks you for your 
generous response in the past, and 
hope it will continue in the future. 

Joan Norris and Elsie Standing, 
Stamps and Labels, A.C.W 
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lAm Not Old 

Sophie C. S. Tilgner · 

I am not old. 
I am vivacious, 

I am riddled with 
Experience. 

I do not intend to 
Sit, forgotten 

On a dusty shelf, 
Hidden from view. 

I am not tired. 
I have much to teach, 

And so much more 
To learn. 

I will not be put away, 
Surrounded by pastel 
Walls of conformity, 

For your peace of mind. 

I am not lonely. 
I have so many friends, 

So many plans for 
The days ahead. 

I will not be content 
To wear conservative styles, 

To dye my hair blue, and walk, 
Shuffling down the street. 

I am aging, 
But I am not finished. 

This poem was written by Sophie as a Christmas present 
for her grandmother, Jacqueline Hoye-Morris. 
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Sunday School Report 

A nother Church School year 
is winding down for the 
summer and what a busy 

year it's been. Since the last issue 
we have benefited from the pro
ceeds of another very successful 
'Used Clothing and Toy Sale', our 
thanks to Edna Cooke and Barb 
Schizkowski for all their work, 
again!! On the social side of things 
our year is culminating in the an
nual picnic. The men's group 
(ACM) are kindly seeing to all of 
the refreshments this year and our 
own responsibilities stop with the 
children's games. This year the pic
nic is to be preceded by an outdoor 
service, weather permitting, dur
ing which the children will receive 
their 'participation certificates' and 
a special gift. Our Birthday Jar pen
nies will be handed over to Chris 
Ritchie so that one of the 
Belarussian children will benefit 
from it. 

Sunday School classes will con
tinue as usual until the start of the 
Summer program on June 21st. At 
this time all of the children attend
ing church will be combined into 
one group. The curriculum for this 
program is very well constructed 
and will require one teacher per 
week. All of the lessons will be 
available, along with a sign up sheet, 
on the bulletin board at the back of 
the church hall. Please choose a 
Sunday convenient to your sum-
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mer schedule and sign up early!! 
This fall is going to bring a lot 

of changes to life below stairs. Not 
least of which will be the absence 
of our wonderful coordinator, Edna 
Cooke. The Cookes are being trans
ferred to Victoria, B .C. this sum
mer and their going will leave a big 
gap in many aspects of life at St. 
Thomas'. Edna has been Church 
School Coordinator for three years, 
and has given this ministry the ben
efit of her boundless energy in eve
rything from endless phone calls 
soliciting help to her smiling face 
every Sunday morning, ready to 
get us all organized. She will be 
missed by all of us ! ! 

The curriculum for the Fall of 
'98 promises to be very different 
and very exciting. The nursery will 
be available for all children three 
and under. Children of J .K and S .K 
age will be participating in a new 
"Veggie Town Values" program, 
featuring our old friends Larry the 
cucumber and Bob the tomato. 
Children in Grade 1, Grades 2 & 3, 
and Grade 4 will be participating in 
"The Whole People of God" cur
riculum which is both lectionary
based and age specific. Chi ldren 
aged 10 and 11 years will be par
ticipating in "Alexander's Jour
ney." This is a wonderful program 
developed by The Anglican Dio
cese of Ottawa to allow children to 
use their knowledge of Christianity 

A Christian in ancient Rome was 
being pursued by a lion. He ran 
through the city streets and into the 
woods, dodging back and forth 
among the trees. Finally it became 
obvious that it was hopeless- the lion 
was going to catch him. So he turned 

to explore other faiths. 
Such changes in curriculum 

mean that we need your help in 
implementing the new programs. 
For "Veggie Town Values" we need 
a coordinator, and three teams of 
two people each to teach on a rota
tional basis. For "The Whole Peo
ple of God" we need a team of three 
people for each of the three age 
groups. These people could work 
out a schedule suited to themselves 
(e.g. Teach two Sundays and have 
four off; teach rotating units et9.). 
For" Alexander's J oumey" we hope 
to have one person come forward to 
coordinate the program, and a team 
of others to implement it. Please, 
please consider helping out; con
tact Georgina Purchase at 836-
4073 . 

Have a wonderful summer. 
Don't forget that your Church 
School is here for you all year 
round!! Good Luck Cookes, we'll 
miss you!! Maybe we can 'pen pal' 
with your new Church School!? 

Yours in Christ 
Georgina Purchase. 

suddenly, faced the beast and dropped 
to his knees. "Lord," he prayed des
perately, "make this lion a Chris
tian." Instantly the lion dropped to 
its knees and prayed, "For this meal 
of which I am about to partake ... " 

Pete Torunski 
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Why go to the 
Billy Graham Mission? 

M ost of you are now aware 
from events and an 
nouncements at St. Tho

mas', seeing articles in the newspa
pers and advertisements around the 
region, that Billy Graham is com
ing to the Corel Centre from June 
25-28, 1998. However, is it really 
necessary for a regular or irregular 
Anglican in the pew to go? After 
all, Billy Graham is aBaptistnot an 
Anglican - an American, not a Ca
nadian. Will the event be too emo
tional for our steady-as-you-go 
Anglican faith? 

I believe that there are many 
reasons for us all to go to the Mis
sion. Firstly, many of your fellow 
Anglicans have been involved in 
the planning of and preparation for 
the Mission. As well as being a 

major Christian opportunity to 
present the Gospel, it is a major 
Anglican opportunity. The Bishop 
of Ottawa strongly supports our 
participation. Lots of your fellow 
parishioners at St. Thomas' are 
going - come too!! 

Secondly, Billy Graham 
preaches the Christian gospel in a 
clear, concise and powerful way. 
Many hundreds and thousands have 
come to Christ through his minis
try. The events themselves are 
"awe-inspiring." Billy Graham 
himself is 79 years old- he will not 
come to Ottawa again. Also, as a 
major inter-denominational event 
it will be a unique occasion. The 
last time this happened in the Ot
tawa area was in 1906!! In short, 
this is an opportunity not to be 

missed. 
This is one of the best opportu

nities to help a friend, relative, 
neighbour or colleague come to 
know Jesus Christ. Pray for that 
person, and then invite them. All 
the events start at 7:30p.m., but get 
there early - we expect a large 
crowd! On Saturday morning there 
is the Kids GIG at 11.00 am and the 
concert for the next generation for 
youth. If you need more informa
tion please see the board in the hall 
or pick up the "Mission News" 
booklet at the back of the church. 
We are planning to run a bus each 
evening at a cost of $5 each. 

See you at the Mission! 
William Passmore 

People are unreasonable, illogical, and self-centered. 
LOVE THEM ANYWAY. 

If you do good, people will accuse you of selfish, ulterior motives. 
DO GOOD ANYWAY. 

If you are successful, you win false friends and true enemies. 
SUCCEED ANYWAY. 

The good you will do will be forgotten tomorrow. 
DO GOOD ANYWAY. 

Honesty and frankness will make you vulnerable. 
BE HONEST AND FRANK ANYWAY. 

What you spent your years building may be destroyed overnight. 
BUILD ANYWAY. 

People really need help, but may attack you if you help them. 
HELP PEOPLE ANYWAY. 

Give the world the best you have and you'll get kicked in the teeth. 
GIVE THE WORLD THE BEST YOU'VE GOT ANYWAY. 

Mother Theresa, taken from Synthesis 
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A~ 1~ wid ... 
~~ljittuut "1/tattad Mu, ()~'' 

T here are many wonderful 
people at St. Thomas', with 
out whom our church home 

would not be so special. One of 
these people is Gillian Mattock. 
She's the bubbly lady who intro
duces herself on Sunday morning 
announcement time as "Gillian 
Mattock here, Outreach." 

Gillian has been with us since 
September 1992, less than a month 
after arriving in Canada. Yes, her 
terrific Geordie accent is real! Gil
lian originally hails from a small 
fishing village on the N.E. coast of 
England called Cullercoats. There 
she worked as a Residential Social 
Worker with both children and 
adults, working particularly with 
the multiply handicapped. It was 
during this time that Blaine walked 
into her life. Blaine is from Edmon
ton, and was in England on contract 
work. Obviously the chemistry was 
right and Gillian agreed to move to 
Canada. The Mattocks have two 
lovely children, seven year-old Al
exander and four year-old Juliet, 
both summer babies . Gillian is now 
a happy stay home mum who tutors 
art for teenagers in her home 'stu
dio'. Her main hobbies are drawing 
and painting. She also does beauti
ful stained glass work and is pas
sionate about reading, fiction and 
nonfiction . The Mattocks love to 

do things as a family and like noth
ing better than a hike in the woods 
or a bike ride together. 

Gillian's roles have been many 
at St. Thomas' and they have al
ways been filled with passion and 
enthusiasm. Our Sunday School has 
benefited much from her time and 
talents . She has taught on many 
occasions, never misses a meeting 
and can always be counted on. She 
has also been the Deputy Church 
Warden ('96 &'97), and has been 
the Outreach Rep for the last three 
years. Here her work is tireless and 
wonderful. She was a part of the 
team who set up the Refugee Spon
sorship Group. Working with peo
ple from six other churches she's 
fund raised and paper chased, and 
is now in the happy pos it ion of 
being both a friend and Godparent 
to the refugee family . Gillian is 
very committed to Outreach and 
her advice to all is, "When you hear 
that someone needs help, don 'tjust 
assume that someone else will take 
care of it, it's up to you too." 

Alpha has become a very im
portant part of Gillian's li fe. Dur
ing her latter months in England 
and Scotland (and before meeting 
Blaine) Gillian went through a very 
rough period that left her feeling 
lonely and alone. On her way to 
work each day she would drive past 

a large Catholic Church and found 
herself longing for the feeling of 
community the place seemed to 
generate. It wasn't until her arrival 
in Stittsville that she started to at
tend church. At St. Thomas' she 
found a comfortable place to pray 
and sing but it wasn't until Alpha 
that she truly felt at home. Alpha 
drew her initially as a place to learn 
more, and as something to belong 
to, but after the first session in the 
spring of '97 she asked Jesus into 
her heart and He hasn't left her 
since . She now has a wonderful 
relationship with Jesus, being able 
to talk freely with Him and to listen 
when He speaks to her. Since this 
experience Gillian has been a prayer 
leader with the winter Alpha group 
and helps run a Beta group_ (post 
Alpha Bible study). 

Gillian feels well blessed and 
very lucky to have all that she has . 
She is very thankful for good health, 
a wonderful family, her precious 
children and this Church . She says 
she has far more than she deserves!! 
Gillian is a great asset to St. Tho
mas'; keep up the incredible work 
and keep the rest of us thinking!! 

A last thought from Gillian "Re
member that laughter breaks up the 
quarrels much faster and better than 
a bad temper." 

Georgina Purchase 

Are ) 'OU on E-Mail? 
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A number of parishioners who are 
now connected to the Internet have 
recently discussed the idea of bet
ter communication if we had each 
others' E-mail addresses . So Pete 

Torunski has volunteered to collect 
and distribute addresses to other 
parishioners. If you'd like your E
mail address distributed, please 
contact Pete at torunski@ magma.ca 
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First Impressions 
As the new chair of the Prop

erty Committee, I believe the im
portance of first impressions ap
plies not only to people but build
ings as well. We all admire beauti
ful structures for their design, ma
terial and landscaping. And even if 
buildings are more common, we 
can certainly appreciate the well 
maintained as opposed to those that 
are not. 

Our church is now eight years 
old. Gone are the heady days when 
everything was new and mainte
nance was rendered irrelevant by 
its very newness. Our parishioners 
are now faced with the reality of 
not only continuing but increasing 
maintenance costs as rooms need 
painting and lights, stacking chairs, 
tables, carpets and doors replace
ment. The list is seemingly endless 
but not impossible. 

The Objective 
My objective is to make St. 

Thomas an attractive and welcom
ing place for parishioners, visitors, 
and those who rent our facilities. 
To this end, the front entrance has 
been painted and the front doors 
restored to their former glory in
cluding new hardware. This is a 
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A eport from 
our new Property Chair 

positive start but much remains to 
be done. 

What Needs to be Done? 
We need to paint the Council 

Room and the four washrooms. 
Labour is not a problem at the mo
ment but funds for paint, brushes 
and rollers are . If the funds are 
made available to the Property 
Committee, we will see that it is 
painted. Should wallpaper (in 
washrooms) be deemed appropri
ate, we have people who can help in 
selecting colours and style. 

Among the large projects is the 
need for carpet for the stairs lead
ing to the balcony as well as the 
balcony floor itself. The MainS treet 
entrance doors need to be replaced 
with a unit comprised of a steel clad 
door and side windows. Also that 
entrance and stairwell needs paint
ing and possibly new carpet. The 
floor in the secretary's office also 
needs new tile. This list is by no 
means complete. 
But it is only bricks and mortar 

Yes it is , but it is also a com
mercial building and the biggest 
single asset this church has by a 
country mile . If we don' t maintain 
it, we will have two things. First a 
building in such poor shape that no 
one could afford to restore it and 
secondly a church no one will want 
to be associated with. Make no 
mistake, if there is no bricks and 
mortar, there is no church . And 
without vigorous maintenance, 
there will be no bricks or mortar. 

Our church, like Billy Graham, 
is about doing God's work. But 
beneath him there is an army of 
administration serving as his foun-

dation . No admin - No Billy 
Graham. Enough said. 

Can' t anyone else help? 
Yes they can and they do. We 

rent our facilities to various groups 
throughout the year, but renting is a 
two edged sword. The rent helps 
with maintenance of the whole 
building but it is renters themselves 
who drive up the cost of mainte
nance. Fortunately we have taken 
steps to see that rental fees reflect 
our increasing costs. 

Can parishioners help? 
Yes, either individually or col

lectively you can adopt a project or 
help raise money for one. Let the 
Property Committee know what 
project you would either like to 
fund or otherwise become involved 
in. Estimates will be obtained, Par
ish Council consulted and if au
thorized, the work proceeded with. 

Maintaining a good impression 
is a never ending battle which our 
church can win. Personally I think 
the church and its people are worth 
the investment. 

Bob Stone 
Property Committee 

How often do we look upon 
God as our last and feeblest 
resource. We go to him be
cause we have nowhere else to 
go. And then we learn that the 
storms of life have driven us, 
not upon the rocks, but into the 
desired haven. 

George MacDonald 
Editor's Clip Sheets 
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S everal years ago the People's 
Pulpit carried a short piece on 
the members of the St. Thomas 

Choir. Since then a number of new 
people have joined and we'd like to 
bring you up to date on who they are. 

Pat Thorpe 
Pat grew up in Edmonton Alberta 

and sang in school and church choirs 
when she was a child. Although she 
moved to Stittsville in 1989 she con
tinued to attend St. Thomas the Apos
tle in Alta Vista until the Fall of 1997 
when she decided to try out St. Tho
mas and she's glad she did. It's much 
closer for her and she says that the 
congregation has made her feel very 
welcome. She attended the other St. 
Thomas for 30 years and sang in the 
choir there so it was natural for her to 
join ours. "It's hard to sit in the 
congregation when you're used to 
singing in the choir," she says. Pat 
sings alto. She likes any kind of music 
and has been on the Board of the 
Ottawa Symphony since 1977. 

Tom Sandor 
Tom grew up in Windsor and 

although he didn' t sing in choirs as a 
child, he always enjoyed the music 
presented by his church choir in Au
rora and finally decided to try joining 
it. "It was a fairly big choir and I could 
hide in that one," he says. When he 
and his wife Karen moved here in 
1992 he joined our choir as a bass. 
Tom likes Mo'town music, oldies and 
classics. He is presently the Rector's 
Warden of St. Thomas. 

Ross Duncan 
Ross grew up in Ottawa east, and 

it was a soloist with the Ottawa Little 
Theatre, Mrs. Robina Robertson, who 
first got him interested in singing. 
"She used to bring a group of young 
people over to her house and we did 
operettas." She also asked Ross and 
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Additions to the Choir 

her own grandson to do duets in vari
ous churches. Ross tried out for the 
Cathedral Choir under Godfrey Hewitt 
and sang with them as well as the 
Ottawa Technical School Glee Club. 
In those days he sang soprano but as 
he grew older, he became a tenor. He 
sang in the St. Mathews Choir and 
with Pardale United Church and with 
the Ottawa Choral Society. Ross lives 
in Richmond but as St. John ' s doesn't 
have a choir, he came to St. Thomas in 
Stittsville and joined our choir. 

Elizabeth Norris Gervais 
Elizabeth grew up in Gatineau 

Mills. "We were paper mill people," 
she says. She sang in the choir at St. 
George's Church in Gatineau and she 
liked to take part in the combined 
choirs that used to sing every year at 
St.James' in Hull. Elizabeth plays the 
guitar and really enjoys folk music 
and you could often find her as a 
young woman, playing and singing 
around a campfire somewhere. She 
came to Stittsville in 1983 with her 
husband and her mother and started 
out by singing in the combined choirs 
we used to have when we would give 
a Christmas concert or do a Good 
Friday service at either the Presbyte
rian, United or Anglican churches in 
Stittsville. She used to sing soprano 
but has migrated to the alto section 
after joining the choir in 1991. She is 
presently Deputy Warden. 

Mary Kennedy 
Mary grew up in Napanee and 

sang in the public school choir, the 
churchjuniorchoirand the high school 
choir. She joined the St. Thomas 
choir in the early 90' s and is also a 
member of the Mississippi Mud Cho
ral Group in Carleton Place. They just 
finished a presentation of Cole Porter 
music which she enjoyed very much. 
She has lived in Stittsville for 24 years 
and she likes the camaraderie she finds 
among choir members. She sings so
prano. 

Christine Ritchie 
Chris grew up in Arnprior and 

came to Stittsville with her husband in 
1986. She sang in her public school 
choir and in the church choir when she 
was a teenager, and then she didn't 
sing in a choir again until four years 
ago when she joined the St. Thomas 
choir. She did play the trumpet all 
through those years though, and often 
plays for us when a trumpet part is 
called for such as at Easter or on 
Remembrance Day. Christine started 
our junior choir and is busy preparing 
about ten children to take part in the 
BillyGrahamMissionright now. She 
sings soprano. She likes elevator mu
sic. 

Tanya Drew 
Tanya was born in England and 

started singing at 20 months when she 
stood up in a little red dress in front of 
everybody on the troop ship coming 
over to Canada, and gave her first 
performance. Later on she sang in a 
public school choir and came to Stilts
ville with her husband Ivan in 1969. 
She joined the choir from 1975" to 
1980, then left Stiitsville for Edmon
ton and England and returned to Stitts
ville again in 1990 and rejoined the 
choir then. She started out as a so
prano and then became an alto. Tanya 
likes all kinds of music except for jazz 
and blues. 

Sandra Odendaal 
Sandra is a recently-retired school 

teacher who sings soprano with the 
choir. She has been a member for a 
couple of years now and really enjoys 
the music and camaraderie. Unfortu
nately for us she and her husband 
Willie and mother Dora Porteous are 
planning to leave us to live in British 
Columbia where they can be closer to 
Sandy's son Stephen who' s working 
in the northwestern United States. 

The Rest of the Choir (TROC) 
Peter Torunski (Choir Master, 

bass), Don Gillen (organist, tenor), 
Beth Barden, Barbara Bottriell, Linda 
Noble, Sylvia Stephens (sopranos), 
Sylvi Dawes (alto). 

Prepared by Barb. Bottriell 
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Cornerstone 

W ell our year is drawing 
to a close, and as we 
pause to take a summer 

break, it is time for some reflec
tions .... We have continued to lead 
contemporary music in church 
twice a month, and we really thank 
God for encouraging participation 
and support from you the Body of 
Christ. As long as we have this we 
will continue, as we look to God to 
lead us. We have continued to add 
new songs to our now quite large 
collection, and I understand a song 
book may be in the works. We have 
en joyed working with the Choir on 
one or two occasions, and we also 
enjoyed helping musically at Al
pha courses and Ultreyas. 

We spent a wonderful Good 
Friday afternoon with the Seniors 
at Lynwood Park Retirement 
Lodge, along with the Rite 13 youth 
group. It was a collaborative pres
entation of the Easter story, and the 
seniors much appreciated all the 
efforts. It was wonderful for us to 
work with the Rite 13 group- defi
nitely something we want to repeat 
at a later date. 

We have continued to visit the 
Ottawa Carleton Detention Centre 
throughout the year, with our wrap
upvisitonJune 10. Wedo counton 
your prayers for this important and 
challenging ministry - a chance to 
share the Good News of Jesus with 
the inmates. If anyone feels they 
would like to come with us any 
time, please speak to one of us- we 
will gladly find you a task to do, 
maybe a Bible reading, or a prayer 
or a talk. We have appreciated the 
support of Sally and Ed Gadd, and 
Andrea and Eric Thomas this year. 
The inmates really appreciate all 
visits, and the work the prison chap
lains do is truly awesome! 

We have recently made a CD, 
courtesy of Chris and Trish Pye of 
COLLAGE MUSIC. This was just 
for fun!! It's a "demo" really- just 
5 songs (a taster), but we had lots of 
fun making it, and we learned a 
lot!! If anyone is interested in a 
copy, please let us know. The cost 
has yet to be determined. In clos
ing, I want to thank God for my 
fellow musicians, without whom 
Cornerstone would not be what it 

Stewardship Campaign 

B ack in the middle of winter 
we conducted our steward
ship campaign. Our stew

ardship books circulated through 
the parish, describing our church 
life and inviting you to pledge to 
give to the work of our parish. 

Over60 people responded, with 
a total of $60,000 in pledges. This 
represents approximately a 14% 
increase in pledged amount over 
last year. This is reasonably en
couraging. Our 1997 envelope 
gi vings increased by $8,000 over 
our 1996 givings, which reflects an 
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increase of7 .1% resulting from our 
previous mail-in stewardship. We 
will not know finally how effective 
our campaign was until December 
1998, but indications are that it was 
an improved technique. 

If you have not seen our stew
ardship booklet and had a chance to 
respond, please see me. I would 
like to take this opportunity to thank 
all who managed the books during 
the campaign, and to Trish Irwin
Kitt who compiled it. 

William Passmore 

is . We each bring different gifts to 
the group, but working together 
and confident of God' s abundant 
blessings, we can do great things. I 
am truly blessed by each member 
of the group and their families, who 
give faithfully of their time and 
talents. Thank you, guys, for an
other year together! May God al
ways be our strength and our song 
(Isaiah 12.2}. And a special thank 
you to Ian Witney (our roadie) for 
his hard work! 

"So let us live in the brightness 
God has given, and let us rise to see 
the Dawn; We trust that God is here 
a sparkle and a blaze, warming all 
our days ... "From "Living in the 
Light," Linnea Good, c. 1992 
Borealis Music , Vancouver BC. 

Mary Passmore 
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Here We Grow Again! 
St. Thomas plans another 
addition to cover stairs 

T he final drawings have been 
done for the east side stair 
enclosure, which is de

signed to cover our outside stairs 
and provide a weatherproof en
trance from the parking lot. Three 
contractors have been asked for 
cost estimates and the parish will 
be asked to examine and approve 
the next phase of the project, June 
21st. That's when a special Vestry 
meeting will be held, immediately 
after the 9:30 service (note: the 
summer schedule begins that day!). 

The Vestry meeting will be 
asked to review the final plans and 
consider a financial plan for the 
project. We will have the cost 
estimates, along with the amount 

that has been donated towards the 
project, by a generous donor. At 
that point, the parish can make a 
decision on how and when to pro
ceed. 

As most people will know, the 
stairway enclosure is needed to keep 
snow and ice off the exterior stairs. 
This is the busiest entrance to our 
church building, which becomes 
almost impassable during the win
ter months. The enclosure will also 
be a welcoming entrance that will 
greet people at the parking lot, while 
providing extra lighting to cars 
parked in that area. 

As a bonus, it will also provide 
a small alcove off the church proper, 
right where two unadorned win-

Report from the Treasurer 

J ust a few words about how our 
parish finances are going dur
ing the first few months of this 

year. First a big thank you to the 
groups and individuals who sup
ported two special projects in the 
church. I am talking of course about 
the balcony stairs and the photo
copier. Access to the balcony has 
been a wonderful addition to the 
church building and has proved very 
useful on several occasions already. 
The new photocopier has been a 
lower profile addition but a very 
necessary one.This was not a budg
eted expense so I am grateful to 
everyone who was able to contrib
ute towards that. The final cost was 
covered in part by a loan which will 
be repaid by the middle of next year 
plus we still have to raise another 
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$1,500 to completely cover the 
purchase price. 

Our financial picture so far this 
year looks not too bad. Our general 
fund income up to the end of April 
was $40,443. We had budgeted an 
income of $43,500 so we are a little 
below where we would hope to be 
at this point, but hopefully we can 
improve on this in the next few 
months because we do not have 
much room to reduce our budgeted 
expenses this year. 

Last year at this time I asked 
people to remember to continue 
supporting the church financially 
during the summer months. It was 
perhaps as a result of that, that we 
sustained our level of income over 
the summer last year. I hope you 
will be able to do the same again. 

dows now exist. This alcove will 
have windows on each side, so that 
light will continue to flow into the 
church. 

The addition will have siding 
that matches our new church, with 
columns that mimic our cedar front 
columns. The existing concrete 
stairs will be straightened towards 
the parking lot. Any questions about 
the project should be directed to 
Brian Smith, at 831-0580. · 

We have ongoing expenses during 
the summer plus a $9,000 payment 
to make to the Diocese against our 
building loan. 

If anyone has any questions 
concerning our parish finances 
please feel free to come talk to me 
after church any Sunday and I will 
be happy to try and answer them. 

Phil Dawes 

LOST 
Black plastic clip board with 
a dive flag decal on the back. 
If found, please return to Elsie 
Standing, 836-4495. Thank 
you. 
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!t The St. Thomas Welcome Mat t! 
Are you new to St. Thomas? If we've 
somehow missed interviewing you 
for the Welcpme Mat, please give 
AnnPicheacal/(836-3993). We'd 
love to introduce you to the parish! 

T he Parish of St. Thomas 
wishes to extend a warm 
welcome to these recent ad

ditions to our church family. On 
the first opportunity available please 
offer them a special welcome! 

Keith & Winnifred SULLY, 
34 Oakfern Crescent, 

STITTSVILLE 
K2S 1E5 
831-0814 

Keith and Winnifred joined 
our church from St. Mark's Parish 
in west end Ottawa, in September 
of last year and have now returned 
from Florida where they spend part 
of each winter. At present 
Winnifred is recovering from sur
gery and we wish her all the best. 
Both Keith and Winnifred are re
tired and have lived in Stittsville 
for the last five years. Before retire
ment Keith was an electrician and 
Winnifred worked as a secretary. 
Winnifred enjoyed crafts very 
much, especially knitting, but has 
been unable to part-take in these 
hobbies recently. Keith keeps him
self busy around the house and gar
den. They have seven children 
between them and thirteen grand-

children. We hope you will enjoy 
our company and welcome to the 
parish. 

Jim and Nancy MANTLE 
3 Belton A venue, 
STITTSVILLE 

K2S 1G7 
836-1232 

The Mantle family joined us 
during February of this year. I had 
the pleasure of speaking with a 
number of the family members and 
they were very keen to share details 
for this column! 

Prior to coming to Stittsville 
Jim and Nancy had lived in 
Kitchener for twelve years but ad
mit they are now settling into this 
area. Jim is a Product Marketing 

·• Manager with Simware and Nancy 
·is currently employed with Metro
politan Life, which employment, 
unfortunately, will terminate this 
summer. 

There are three children in the 
family: Matthew 14, Kristy 12 and 
Alaina 8. The family also includes 
Charlie, the dog and cats Princess 
and Buttercup. The children are 
keen to share their list of hobbies 
which includes for Matthew, Ven
tures and football, for Kristy, danc
ing, singing, skating, swimming, 
soccer, playing the piano and 
Guides. Alaina is busy with piano 
playing, swimming, soccer, Brown
ies, dancing and skating. Nancy 
enjoys curling and singing and is a 

member of the Canadian Showcase 
Chorus. Jim does umpiring for base
ball, curls and is currently involved 
with the Internet Access for the 
community through the library. 
This is certainly an active family 
and we are pleased that you have 
added St. Thomas to your list of 
activities. 

Bob and Helena OXNER 
31 Forest Creek Drive, 

STITTSVILLE 
K2S 1P9 
836-8305 

Bob and Helena have just 
joined us from St. Andrew's 
Church, Cole Harbour, Nova 
Scotia. Bob is a retired civil serv
ant who worked for the Federal 
Government and CRTC for 42 
years. Both of these new parish
ioners are from Dartmouth, N.S. 
and previously lived in O~awa be
tween 1960 and 1978 before being 
transferred back toN .S. They have 
one son, Stephen, who lives in 
Amberwood and two granddaugh
ters, Carey and Allison, and they 
are delighted to be closer to their 
family again. As Bob and Helena 
have recently purchased a new 
home in Forest Creek they expect 
their hobbies to include many home 
and garden activities, although Bob 
also enjoys golfmg. We are pleased 
to have you join our Parish family. 

Ann K. Piche 

Free Music 1$-.:M = C: r.Jr' 
Would you like to listen to some 

really GREAT Christian music? 
Pete Torunski has cassettes of cho
ral music, and wants your feedback 
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as to which pieces you like. After choir. He has· about 30 cassettes to 
tabulating the feedback from all lend out, with ballot sheets for your 
listeners, the music with the most votes. Interested? Give him a call 
votes is the music he'll buy for the at 836-5295. 
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An Appeal by Masuda Najafie Wahaj, 
mother in newly arrived family from Afghanistan 

Abridged version of a letter to the 
Kanata Refugee Sponsorship Commit
tee from the family recently sponsored 
by the committee. S.t. Thomasisamem
ber of the sponsorship committee. If 
you wish to see entire letter, see Gil
lian Mattock. 

As you have been constantly hear
ing from the world mass media, my 
country of origin Afghanistan has been 
in the grip of a war of attrition and 
fratricide since December 1979. 

Since the Russian invasion in 
1978, every corner of the Afghan land 
is a virtual bloodbath. According to 
authentic international sources includ
ing the UN, over five million people 
including children and women have 
either died or became permanently crip
pled. There are no families in Afghani
stan which have not lost dear ones in 
this war. My husband's eight male 
family members between the ages of 
20 and 45 were slaughtered in broad 
daylight in front of their children and 
families by the Russians and their local 
hirelings. Their "fault" was refusing to 
join the military and giving shelter and 
providing first-aid to two wounded 
soldiers. 

Four years ago Pakistan succeeded 
in bringing to power in Kabul a fanati
cally fundamentalist group and in
stalled it as a so called legitimate gov
ernment of the Afghan people. This 
group is the Taliban, the immediate 
victims of which were the working 
women of Afghanistan. Women were 
ordered to give up their jobs and stay at 
home. Furthermore, women going out 
of the house for any reason must be 
covered from top to toe with a black 
veil and must be accompanied by a 
close relative. Women going out alone 
would be lashed and their husbands 
tortured in public for failing to comply 
to Islamic instructions. 

Millions of families had already 
lost their bread earners and male mem
bers during the Russian war. With the 
working women confined to the home 
. and the price of essential commodities 
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doubling every week, most of the 
women-dependant families were left 
with no choice but to take their chil
dren to the streets, put a price on them 
and sell them as they would not toler
ate seeing their dear ones starving to 
death in front of their eyes. There have 
been reports and evidence that the 
Taliban would buy these children. 
These otherwise innocent but unfortu
nate children are being used as domes
tic servants and are abused in every 
way in utter violation of all human 
values and human rights. 

The Taliban are also irreconcil
able towards the Persian speaking Shia 
Sect in Afghanistan to which we be
long. My family is a victim of the 
Taliban atrocities in all respects: My 
three sisters (a doctor, a dentist assist
ant, an agronomist) were dismissed 
from their jobs. My parents were re
tired and brothers were in college. My 
sisters were the only bread earners of 
my family and now they were prison
ers in their home for the past four 
years. With my sisters losing their 
jobs, the family lost their bread and 
living. My brothers were ordered to 
either join the military to fight in fa
vour of the Tali ban, or they would be 
presumed to be in alliance with 
Tali ban's so-called enemies for which 
the penalty would be death. Desperate 
and disappointed and feeling absolutely 
insecure in view ofTaliban' s anti-Shia 
and communal policies, my family had 
to leave Afghanistan. 

They fled from Kabul in the dark 
of the night and had to travel hundreds 
of miles, mostly bare footed and with
out food and water, to reach Pakistan. 
They are presently in Pakistan living in 
a remote village in the suburbs of 
Peshawar under untold misery and 
various hardships. 

Moreover, the Taliban forces re
cently found out the address of my 
family in Pakistan and threatened them 
of dire consequences for having fled 
the country. They told my father that 
they would teach a lesson to my sisters 
and brothers who according to them 

are guilty of not-cooperating with the 
so called Islamic government. My 
family had to change address, moving 
to the remotest areas of the city suburb 
in order to evade Tali ban's attention. 
The persistent threat to the lives of my 
family members has been pushing me 
into a psychological dilemma, which I 
feel is eroding me from within. 

My husband, children and I have 
been fortunate indeed to make it to 
Canada thanks to your humanitarian 
considerations and benevolent attitudes 
towards human miseries and sufferings. 
Whenlthinkofmyfamily,Iamdrawn 
into the tragic and unbearable scenes 
of war in Afghanistan. The scene of 
our house being blown into pieces by 
rockets, the months we spent in the 
dark of flooded basements, and the 
scene of our house being looted in 
front of our eyes come alive. Now 
please imagine what I would feel about 
my parents, brothers and sisters in view 
of the fact that I have experienced W:Jlat 
it means when ones life is threatened. 
I have gone through it. I know how it 
pains when one is struck with the butt 
of a rifle. I know what it is when a 
rocket explodes just a few meters away. 

But here we have no problems of 
any sort whatsoever. ·You helped us 
rediscover life and we are living with 
full freedom. However, having seen 
the inhuman attitude of the so called 
Mujahiddin towards minorities and 
women and having seen them killing 
hundreds of otherwise absolutely in
nocent and dignified people for no 
reason, I can't have peace of mind as I 
know anything can happen to my fam
ily members any time. Their lives are 
being threatened. I am, believe me, not 
in pursuit of economic betterment for 
my family. I just want their lives to be 
saved. 

I therefore appeal to your group, 
the KanataRefugee Sponsorship group, 
to kindly sponsor my family and thus 
save their lives. My sisters and broth
ers are well educated. I am sure once 
in this country, they will find jobs and 
can work like everybody else. While 
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stuck in Pakistan, they are mere pris
oners. The war and the Taliban have 
taken everything from them. Rockets 
had destroyed their house and their 
assets were all burned or looted. They 
can not afford to move to any other 
place on their own. I and my husband 
are not in a position now to give them 
the help they require and by the time 
we will be in a position to do so, it will 
be for sure-too late. 

I pray my appeal is heard and 
evokes a favourable response entirely 
on humanitarian grounds. Thank you 
very much for your kind and humani
tarian consideration. 

Sincerely Yours, 
Mrs. Masuda Najafie Wahaj 

P.S. MY FAMn..Y: 
Father: Sayed Nasir Najafie 
Mother: Adela Najafie 
Sisters: 
1. Najia Najafie (a doctor) 
2. Najiba Najafie (agronomist) 
3. Farzana Najafie (dentist assistant) 
Brothers: 
1. Sayed Mohammad Najafie (has a 
degree in accountancy) 
2. Sayed Masud Najafie (was 2nd year 
medical student) 
My brothers and sisters are all unmar
ried. 

~~II 
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Holy Baptism 
"The water of baptism . .. in it 

we are buried with Christ in His 
death, share in His resurrection, 

and are reborn by the 
Holy Spirit." 

April19, 1998 

Donald Legallais Chenette 

Danielle Maureen Jocelyne 
Shaw cross 

May 31,1998 

Laurie Sheila Marie Bretzloff 

Alison Rebecca Kitt 

Holy Burial 
"Increase our faith, deepen our 

hope, and confirm us in your 
eternal love. " 

David Alexander Findlay 
25 February 1998 

Karen Constance Lafrance 
26 March 1998 

I van Merritt Richard Drew 
14 May 1998 

Marriage 
" ... bound together in these 

Holy mysteries, become one in 
heart and soul. " 

Jennifer MacAdams 
and 

Michael McDermott: 
9 May 1998 

ChickenBBQ 
during Villagefest Again 

T his year's annual BBQ will 
be on Saturday 12 Septem
ber. That date ties in with 

the Stittsville Villagefest weekend. 
The main problem with this date is 
that it gives us preciously little time 
to get organized in September, with 
so many of you on vacation during 
the summer. So we ask you to 
make a note of the date so that it 
won't be a surprise in September. 
Mark this event on your calendar 
right now. 

We would really appreciate do-

nations of apple pies and cole slaw. 
We'd like to standardize pies; that's 
why we're asking for apple pies. 
They'll be in season. Also, many 
people take their meals home to 
eat, and the apple pie packs easier 
in the little plastic bags than, say, a 
lemon pie! Similarly, we'd prefer 
you to use the "standard" cole slaw 
recipe that we used in past years; 
it's yummy! The recipe will be 
available at the back pew. 

Pete Torunski 
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_ 1<:&1JL'C:o . _ 
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SPECIALIZING IN 
QUALITY REPAIRS & SERVICE TO ALL 

FOREIGN & DOMESTIC VEHICLES 
SINCE 1984 

836-2284 

FRANK MAVIGLIA 
2076 Carp Road 

Carp, Ontario 

D.C.G. ENTERPRISES 

DON C. GILLEN AMWAY DISTRIBUTOR 

12 MEADOWMIST COURT 
STITTSVILLE, ONT ARlO K2S 1 89 

(613) 836-2229 

J(f[dine :Jitz(jera[rf 
Freelance Writer 

(Including Technical Writing) 

Res. (613) 836-3970 Off. (819) 953-3498 
32 Elm Crescent, Stittsville, Ontario K2S 1 P6 

-~ 

Priv11te Tuition ~ 
Has vacancies for students ( 11 years and up)~~~, 

Fridays from 4:00-5:00 pm · , .. 
1 hour lesson plus 1 hour set homework. _··· 

Training the hand & eye, perspective, figure, · . _; 
light & shade, colour, explore different '· _; 

mediums, etc. · Art Library · - --~ 

.:#1 .... ... Gillian Mattock 836-1280 ~-
t---------------------;~6:~~~*.>E41;~~~m:l<E:.=~~1mFa 

AVON 
Save time for your family and friends 

Shop AVON! 
Gifts, skin care, fashions and more! 

Call me for the latest brochure 

Leah Thomas 836-1457 

BRADLEY'S 
"YOUR INDEPENDENT GROCER" 

Full Service Supermarket 
Deli - Fresh Meat- Floral 

Bakery- Produce - No Name 
and President's Choice Products 

Stittsville Shopping Centre 
(613) 831-3123 

1300 Main Street 

STORE HOURS 
MON-SAT8am-9pm,SUN10am-5pm 
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ONT ARlO AND CANADA LAND SURVEYOR 

PAUL A. RIDDELL, O.L.S., C.L.S. 

5 - 77 Auriga Dr. 
{Rideau Heights Business Park) 
Nepean. ON K2E 7Z7 
Tel : {613) 225-8513 
Fax: {613) 225-9816 

P.O. Box 721 
Stittsville. ON K2S I A9 

Tel: {613) 836-2392 

Gerry Kroll 
Computer Consulting 

Basic to Advanced 

(613) 836-3970 
32 Elm Crescent, Stittsville, Ontario K2S 1 P6 

Bradley's Insurance Ltd. 

Ross Kennedy 
Agent 

Life Insurance, Disability Insurance 
R.R.S.P.'s, Travellers Insurance, Mutual Funds 

1469 Main Street 
Stittsville, ON 
K2S 183 

Tel.: (613) 836-2473 
Fax: (613) 831-1672 

Direct Line: (613) 836-1739 Ext. 229 
Home: (613) 836-3193 
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TRANSA .. ~1ERICA 
LIFE COMPANIES 

! I r i:/L.,g'lfJ r :t-r•!....t: . ~L. .: t..· /I 1J 

Ot:~t: .. ·- !. On: .H·I. ~: I ( ..; :~ ~ 

f•_· ! ~l)'"';C•)t• !61 i : 7() I 74:./ _, 
ri· 'd ~ · ·· 1613; /6! -l ·tr)tJ 

Bruce l<err, B.A .• C.f'r. 

MORLEY E. PAGET 
Insurance Broker 

(613) 592-7689 

FEED & SEED (1982) LTD. 

6001 Hazeldean Road 
Stittsville, Ontario 
KOA 3GO Office: 836-6880 

FOR THE BEST 
IN MANAGEMENT TRAINING 

SupeNisory Principles & Practices 
Train the Trainer 

Life, Disability and Group Insurance, RASP'S, RRIF'S 
Harassment Awareness & Management 

Time & Stress Management 

STEPHENS AUTO WRECKERS 

WE BUY WRECKS 
We pick up complete cars free 

Used Auto Parts t[ilfitr¢) Lot 20, Concession 1 0, 
Stittsville, Ontario Training, Doeu01entation and Quality Assurance 

BOOSTING & TOWING 

Bus: 836-2442 
Res: 836-5990 
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Prop. Norm Stephens 

Pete< A. TO<unski 
President 

(613) 836-5295 

Compliments of 

Pet Food Plus 
14 locations to serve you 

Kanata store located in 
Van Leeuwen Centre 

(next to LOEB's) 
831-0556 

----------- --- ---- -

120 Elm Crescent 
Snr:sviae. On tario 

K25 lPl 
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kidsl page 

Un$crsmhle thi$ 
Bible verse. (Matthew 13:43a} 

E L T E A N N 0 Y T W H I S A R E S N I E L T 

We hear when sounds make the eardrum vibrate. The eardrum is a very thin membrane or layer of 
tissue inside our ear. 

But some people cannot hear well or at all with their eardrums, so they use sign language, read lips, 
and have hearing aids in their ears to make noises easier to hear. 

Read 1 Samuel3: 1-14. This is a story of how God spoke to Samuel when he was a young boy. At first, 
Samuel did not know who it was. Then he lay still and listened. Sometimes it is very hard to know 
when God is speaking to us. We must try very hard, like Samuel. to be still and listen. 

6-98p5a 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••a•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••~••~ 
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Word Find 
Find These words from 
Matthew 13:16--17 in the 
ear shape at the right: 
"But blessed are your 
eyes, for they see, and 
your ears, for they hear. 
Truly I tell you. many 
prophets and righteous 
people longed to see 
what you see, but did 
not see it, and to hear 
what you hear, but did 
not hear it." 
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