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The Rector Writes 
fL,~ of Journeying on and "•. 
~ Happy Memories ~ 

A s I come to prepare my fi
nal "Rector Writes" for the 
People's Pulpit my mind is 

flooded with so many thoughts I 
hardly know where to begin. What 
to say about almost eleven years of 
work, friendships, accomplishments, 
fun, and the privilege of sharing a 
significant piece of life's journey 
with so many truly remarkable peo
ple? "Thank you" comes to mind
perhaps those are the best two words! 
You have shared with me and with 
Donna, Laura and Emma, the day to 
day 'stuff of life. You have been 
our friends and you have afforded us 
the privilege of being part of your 
lives. You have let us be with you in 
moments of great joy- the birth of a 
child, a family marriage, milestones 
and anniversaries and you have let 
us be with you in moments of great 
pain- illness, death, job loss, family 
fights, and so on. 

For allowing me to journey with 
you in all those moments I say a 
sincere, "Thank you." You have 
also loved us and shared our lives. 
You rejoiced with us in our joys -
you fussed suitable when baby girls 
arrived at the rectory- and you were 
there for us in difficult times. The 
Stittsville decade did, after all, in
clude all those back surgery epi
sodes. And in it all we knew you 
were there for us and we are so 
thankful. 

I also want to thank you for your 
courage and faith in these ten years. 
At a time when consolidation, down
sizing, and cut-backs were the pre
vailing wisdom in the world you 
embraced a sense of God's call that 
took us in just the opposite direc
tion. We became a one-point parish, 
we built a church that addressed the 
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needs of the community we are called 
to serve, we opened our hearts to 
embrace and welcome those who 
came to join us, and we expanded 
our commitment to service and mis
sion. Every act an act of fai th- every 
act possible because of your faith 
and courage. 

I am also thankful that you have 
had the patience and openness of 
heart to be open to new ways. In 
these years the liturgy has changed, 
our posture in worship has under
gone changes, music has changed, 
and by far the most important is that 
many of you have come to have a 
new sense of being the People of 
God. You have embraced the idea 
that, by virtue of our baptism, we are 
all ministers in Christ's Church. It 
has been my greatest joy to see many 
of you embrace your Christian work 
with a sense of vocation and calling 
from God. If I have been able to 
nurture that idea in the hearts and 
minds of this parish my time has 
been well spent indeed. Also, I hope 
in the future that I never hear that it 
has been said, "We didn't do it that 
way when Ross was here." The 
future will continue to have new and 
wonderful opportunities; I want you 
to embrace them too. I hope these 
past ten years have encouraged you 
to enjoy, with expectation, the jour
ney to God's kingdom but also the 
spirit of knowing that we have not 
arrived yet. Things continue to 
change and God continues to call us 
into new experiences of grace and 
love. 

As the packing boxes mount 
higher and higher the time to say, 
"Good Bye" draws closer. I will no 
longer be your parish priest and we 
will no longer be the family in the 

rectory. We will however continue 
to be your friends and we will re
main bound and connected as mem
bers of the Diocese of Ottawa fam
ily-and as brothers and sisters in the 
body of Christ. When your new 
priest is appointed he or she will be 
your pastor and spiritual leader. I 
know you will embrace that person 
with the love, openness, friendship, 
compassion and patience that have 
so enriched our time here. In doing 
so you will pay me the greatest com
pliment of all- you will be acting out 
what it means to be a Christian com
munity and the People of God. 

And so, we look east to Corn
wall. We have purchased a home 
(231 Sydney St., Cornwall, ON K6H 
3H3 - in case you're in the area). 
Laura and Emma will be just around 
the corner from their new school 
and I'm about 3 blocks from the 
church. We embrace this new chap
ter of life enriched by our experi
ence here and confident that God is 
leading us into new and wonderful 
relationships just as he did when we 
moved here at the beginning of 1986. 

"May the God of peace who 
brought again from the dead our 
Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of 
the sheep, by the blood of the eternal 
covenant, equip you with everything 
good that you may do his will, work
ing in you that which is pleasing in 
his sight, and may the blessing of 
God, who creates life, saves life, and 
empowers life, be yours now and 
always. " 

The journey continues! "Thanks 
be to God." 

127-
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From the Editor's Desk I, ~ ~ 
I 've known Ross a mere four 

years, but I have a deep respect 
and admiration for him, feel

ings that only seemed to grow 
stronger the longer I knew him. I 
know my sentiments are shared by 
many others in this parish. Hence 
this "Commemorative Issue" of the 
People's Pulpit, in which memo
ries and feelings are shared in a 
type of tribute to Ross. 

Our hearts are full of sadness 
that Ross and Donna, Laura and 
Emma are leaving. It's hard not to 
feel that something very precious is 
being taken from us and to wonder 
if the void we feel will ever really 
be filled. However, we know that 
this is an excellent opportunity for 
Ross, and a chance to put so many 
of his gifts to use for others and in 
different ways. And so we also 
rejoice with them at this exciting 
new step they are taking! Ross has 
given over ten years to St. Thomas 
and brought it through many 
changes. One can't help but won
der what the next ten years will 
bring. A new priest will bring his or 
her own unique gifts and talents to 
St. Thomas. Together we will grow 
and change in yet new ways. 

Personally, I will remember 
Ross for many reasons, among 
which are his truly remarkable ser-

In this Issue . .. 

mons. Always relevant and well "parish censor," and on several oc-
thought-out, he continued to amaze c:asions said the final decision on a 
me that they would be delivered given matter would be mine. 
without use of notes. His incredible Finally, I also experienced his 
memory also showed up in his caring, pastoral side when our baby 
seeming perfect recollection (and Meghan was rushed to the chil-
regularuse!) of people' s names. dren'shospitaluponherbirth.Ross 

I have also experienced him as was in to visit me ill the hospital as 
asuperbmediatorinagroup, bring- soon as he heard about it, and kept 
ing opposing camps together and in regular phone contact through 
diplomatically cutting to the heart the next critical days until she was 
of the matter when discussions me- released. Having never before been 
andered. visited by a priest on a "pastoral" 

I attended an evening study re- occasion, I was touched at the obvi-
cently, at which there was, unfortu- · ous genuine concern he expressed. 
nately, only one other person along We all have different experi-
with Ross. However, he gave abso- ences of Ross, and will retain our 
lutely no indication that he was own personal memories of him and 
disappointed, but addressed the two his ministry. But, Ross, I hope that 
of us as if the room were full of in this Commemorative Issue you 
people. I was in awe at his poise. I get a sense of the love and appre-
don't think I've ever seen him look dation people have for you here at 
ruffled! St. Thomas' , and the many and 

I've also had the more unique varied ways you have influenced 
experienceofworkingwithRossin people's lives for the better. We 
planningeachissueofthePeop le's will certainly miss you terribly . I 
Pulpit for the past 3-112 years. I believe, though, that God works in 
was initially surprised, and im- amazing ways, and I pray that he is 
pressed, at how comfortable he now preparing the right person to 
seemed with my making decisions pick up where you left off. 
regarding content. When I would God bless you, Donna, Laura 
ask his advice or want to run the and Emma as you embark on this 
odd article by him, he was always great new adventure in Cornwall! 
willing to give me his opinion. But, Trish Irwin-Kitt 
he insisted he didn't want to be the 

Services of Induction 

The Rector Writes .. ...... .... ............... . page 3 

At some point in September there will be two 
special induction services taking place. One will 
be the service of induction for Ross at Trinity 
Anglican in Cornwall. The other will be the serv
ice of induction as an archdeacon, which will take 
place at the Cathedral. The dates for these will be 
announced at St. Thomas. We may arrange for a 
bus if enough people are interested, or possibly 
car pools, so as many as possible can celebrate 
these special times with Ross and his family. 
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For many years, I have writ
ten in parish publications 
about "Ross, our rector." For 

once, I am sitting down with pen in 
hand to write about "Ross, my friend." 

I have known Ross for more 
than eleven years, ever since Jane 
and I walked into one of his small 
Lanark County churches on a May 
afternoon. For the next month we 
met with Ross once a week at his 
office in the rectory in Perth. Then, 
eleven years ago this month, he mar
ried us. 

That was a harbinger of what I 
consider to be a most remarkable 
partnership. 

It took a couple of years to de
velop though. In fact, after Jane and 
I moved to Stittsville, I almost forgot 
about Ross Moulton. Until one day, 
the Stittsville News reported that he 
was to become rector at St. Thomas. 
That was a neat little coincidence: 
the Moultons moving to Stittsville 
five months after we did. But for the 
next eighteen months, I was working 
weekends, so Jane got involved in 
the parish on her own. 

Soon after I began attending 
church, there was a note in the bulle
tin suggesting that the parish might 
benefit from a newsletter. I volun
teered to put my journalistic experi
ence to work and I found it curious 
that Ross hadn't accepted my offer. I 
had edited a diocesan newspaper and 
I knew (even then!) that most volun
teers are quickly snapped up by the 
church. 

A month passed. Then one day 
Ross dropped by with a most intrigu
ing proposition. Would I be inter
ested in chairing a Program Commit
tee established to review the opera
tion of the parish? 

This seemed an odd thing for 
someone who had just joined the 
parish the previous month and who 
(at 30) was younger than most of the 

parish leaders. To this day, I have no 
idea why Ross chose to approach me 
for that task, or what members of 
Parish Council thought of this pro
posal. 

Ross and I began working closely 
together, but I must admit it took us 
a little while to figure each other out. 
I wanted information from him about 
everyone in the parish; Ross pre
ferred to respect people's privacy 
and confidentiality. I wanted to set 
about some specific tasks; Ross in
sisted that we take time to dream. 

The two of us spent many long 
evenings in discussion almost until 
midnight, a practise we continue to 
this day. And we learned an awful lot 
about building the Church. 

That Program Committee pro
duced four recommendations. It sug
gested more social events, a parish 
magazine (which you're reading!), a 
design committee to solve some of 
our space shortage, and a steward
ship process to establish a financial 
base. It ' s telling to note that Ross 
had a hand in the success of all these 
projects, without having to lead any 
of them himself. 

In fact, Ross could be quite con
vincing at getting other people to 
share his vision. He obviously wanted 
to build an addition to our church. I 
didn't. I was convinced that the 
church couldn't afford it and 
shouldn't tie up all its resources in 
facilities. I felt that a third Sunday 
service would solve our space prob
lems. 

That difference of opinion didn't 
seem to matter to Ross. He was quite 
content working through the program 
review. Especially since it was I who 
was wrong. Of course, that' s easy to 
say after I got involved in the design 
and stewardship processes and 
chaired the Building Committee. 

Naturally, thereweremanymore 
late nights. For a while, I felt I was 

working halftime at the church. And 
after all those hours working together, 
I guess Ross knew what he was do
ing, after all. 

I suspect he still knows what 
he ' s doing. I know that there's still a 
lot more good that he could do here. 
I know he's working on evangelism 
and church growth and youth minis
try and total ministry and financial 
visioning and other things. I know 
that he's got a few more sermons that 
I'd like to hear. And a few more talks 
that I'd like my kids to hear. 

But I also know that he's right 
when he says there are new chal
lenges ahead of him. As an archdea
con, Ross will now be offering help 
and advice to other clergy. And he 
and Donna have just bought their 
first house! 

I suspect Ross will be remem
bered at St. Thomas as a builder. He 
provided the leadership in the con
struction of our lovely new church. 
Many of our current programs, ac
tivities and policies were established 
by him. And of course he has built up 
our congregation to more than twice 
the size it was ten years ago. 

Ross and Donna have also built 
their family, during their incumbency 
here in Stittsville. Laura is turning 
10 this summer while Emma (whom 
I'm proud to say is my goddaughter) 
will soon be 9. 

There is more building for them 
all to do in Cornwall and there is 
more building for us to do here. The 
Moultons are moving away, but they 
will still be friends. 

We all have very different rela
tionships with our priest and differ
ent ways of saying goodbye. I feel 
that I am losing a remarkable partner, 
mentor and friend, with whom I have 
worked very closely for the past many 
years. 

I will miss him tremendously. 
Brian Smith 
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Ross 
"Ross makes me feel that he knows the mind of God, 

certainly enough to help me along my way." 

A s the old German phi
losopher said, V e get too 
soon oldt und too late 

schrnardt! (Whodidsaythat,any
way? Nietsche? Schopenhauer? 
Karl Marx?) One manifestation 
of this human failing is that we 
usually realize most clearly what 
we have, just when we are about 
to lose it. 

How many of us at St. Tho
mas' feel a sense of loss with 
Ross departing? Or rather, who 
doesn't? Well, I for one want to 
list off some of the things I will 
miss. 

Ross the Intervener 
One weekday morning some 

years ago, a family crisis blew up 
in my face, and I felt the need for 
some outside help. Ross arrived 
a few minutes after I called him, 
and took someone for a long drive 
in his car. What a wise and effec
tive thing to do! I don't know 
what was said, but I do know that 
the crisis passed and a reconcili
ation followed. 

Ross the diplomat 
Anyone who watched Front 

Page Challenge on TV may re
call the legendary poise and sure
footedness of the host, Fred Davis 
(who died just the other day). No 
matter what the circumstances, 
no matter what awkward ques
tions his panellists had asked the 
guest, Fred never failed to find a 
diplomatic and appropriate way 
to wrap things up. 

Ross often reminds me of 
Fred Davis. 
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The ''Ross and the Kids" 
Show 

Right after we wish each 
other the Peace, dozens of little 
feet pounding up the stairs re
mind us that we did not mean 
"peace and quiet". The kids 
gather around Ross, who skil
fully elicits from them the an
swers he wants to hear. Once a 
teddy bear flew up out of the 
group; Ross had an appropriate 
remark, and did not miss a beat. 

Ross the swimmer 
After his hospitalization last 

year, I asked Ross rather bluntly 
what he did for physical exer
cise. He replied in his usual self
deprecating way that he often 
had to walk all the way from the 
rectory to the church. This 
prompted me to arrange for him 
(in collusion with Donna) some 
local winter-time swimming. 
Thereafter I had to cower against 
the pool wall as Ross came foam
ing by, leaving turmoil in· his 
wake. Seriously though, I do very 

much hope that Ross' new rec
tory is located a little further from 
his new church, so that he may 
enjoy good health for many years, 
and we in tum may enjoy lots of 
return visits. 

Ross the Sermonizer 
Let us devoutly hope that 

Ross' replacement has something 
even approaching his talent for 
writing and delivering sermons. 
By the time Ross has introduced 
his theme, expounded so lucidly 
on it, then wrapped it all up for us 
by going back to the original 
premise ... well, if you still don't 
get it, you've been daydreaming. 

All of the above observations 
are rather minor compared to this : 
Ross makes me feel that he knows 
the mind of God, certainly 
enough to help me along my way. 
And if that isn't what a priest is 
for, then I'm definitely missing 
some important point here. 

Goodbye Ross. Thanks for 
being you. 

Roger Stone 
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U nlike most members of this 
parish, my early impres
sions of Fr. Ross were as an 

interested observer from outside this 
parish. My family and I were mem
bers of St. John's, Richmond at the 
time of Ross' induction as incum
bent for the then joint parishes of 
Ashton and Stittsville. Our very ac
tive youth group was made up of 
members from the three Goulbourn 
Anglican churches. So as one of the 
leaders, along with William Pass
more and Judy McCorkell, we took 
several of the older teens to the in
duction service held for Ross at Christ 
Church, Ashton. I remember being 
struck by how young Ross and Donna 
were, and how capably they handled 
all the cups of tea and congratula
tions that occur at such an event. 

Sometime after this, a group of 
women from Stittsville, Richmond 
and Munster who had been meeting 
together informally to support each 
other in Christian fellowship and 
parenting, decided to evolve into a 
more focused Bible study group. 
There was no place for us at evening 
groups because most of us had young 
children. We formed our own, taking 
our children with us and meeting on 
a weekday morning here at St. Tho
mas ', or at someone' s home. Some
times we had as many as 12 and 
never less than 3 or 4 joining in. 
Discussions covered the gamut of 
issues facing women in the Church, 
as well as a new awareness of women 
in Scripture and how our presence 
was reflected in liturgy and worship. 
It was a time of growth for all of us. 
I think it was the push we needed 
towards serious reading, reflection, 
growth in our prayer life and most of 
all, an ease in speaking to others of 
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Ross 
"The word for me that sums up my 

relationship with Ross is "encouragement." 

our faith. One member of that group 
has gone on to ordination, one is now 
a lay reader, another has found her 
ministry in music and prayer, and 
others in pastoral care. 

Where did Ross come into all 
this? None of the group wanted to be 
too directed, so we asked Fr. Ross 
andFr.JimBeale(then at St. John's), 
to take it in turn to spend some time 
at the end of each session to answer 
questions and pull the discussion to
gether for us. We were so impressed 
by Ross ' s ability to pull together 
passages of Scripture with the expe
riences of our late 20th century lives. 
He always went to the heart of the 
issue with an economy of words but 
with a wealth of insight. Ross would 
probably agree that, in return, he was 
in a unique position to hear the 
thoughts of a group of women com
mitted to theirfaitb and to the progress 
of their Church. 

During this time my family and 
I decided to 'come home' to our old 
parish of Stittsville. Fr. Ross and 
parish members made it an easy tran
sition. I was pleased to discover that 
Ross' sermons always connected 
scripture to the lives and concerns of 
ourcommunity. We could sometimes 
hear echoes of discussions that had 
taken place with him at meetings or 
study groups and it was wonderful to 
feel that we were mutually benefit
ing from ourtime together. Like many 
others, my week is crowded · with 
work and meetings, and there are 
Sundays when I would rather have 
some down time than sit through an 
organized service of worship. How
ever, even when it was difficultto get 
to a service, I have never failed to 
hear, in any of Ross's sermons, a 
message that I personally needed to 
hear. Sometimes the message was 
challenging; sometimes it made me 
angry; sometimes it took me to a 

place I didn't want to be - but the 
message has always furthered my 
relationship with Christ and for that 
God-led skill I am profoundly grate
ful. 

The word for me that sums up 
my relationship with Ross is 'en
couragement'. I was encouraged to 
see him all those years ago capably 
handling both young and old at the 
reception following his induction. I 
(and others) were encouraged in the 
exploration of our growing faith life 
as women. Very quickly after we 
joined the parish, I was encouraged 
to join parish committees, and to 
continue using the experience I had 
gained in other parishes. All of us 
who wished, were encouraged to join 
work going on at the Diocesan level. 
(Sometimes Ross must have felt his 
arm being twisted too often as we 
begged to attend yet another work
shop or discussion weekend!) I have 
been encouraged to develop my in
terest in worship and liturgy by be
corning an assistant and then a lay 
reader for this parish. 

Many others in the parish could 
tell similar stories of Ross' time here. 
These are not dramatic- but they are 
important. These are the small events 
- the building-blocks - of the con
tinuing growth of the faith life of 
each one of us. All of these small 
stories come together in us to build a 
stronger Christian community that 
will continue after Ross' time here
because we have matured in our faith 
life together. 

Unique in our relationship with 
our priest is that we have encouraged 
and empowered each other - and we 
have been privileged to have walked 
together with Ross on this part of our 
faith journey. 

Robin Tilgner 
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Tl1.e Moultons: 
So Many Connections 

I t ' s been nine years since Don 
· and I joined the St. Thomas' 

family , and so walked into the 
life of the Moultons. Our relation
ship at first was strictly profes
sional. Ross visited us in our home 
and dutifully consumed his tea and 
biscuits (okay, cookies). We even 
met on a few committees as the 
Parish tackled big dilemmas, like 
did we need a bigger Church? What 
about a Parish Magazine? Fund 
Raising? Community Outreach? 
My own relationship with Ross was 
deepened into friendship over the 
years with the People's Pulpit. We 
were both there from the start, and 
as Editor from issue 4 onwards 
(March 89 through to Fall 92), I 
learned the art of persuasion and 
foot stamping in order to get my 
submissions on time (well, almost) . 
I think it had a lot to do with the 
scones myself! 

Life went on and unto the 
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Moultons a second daughter was 
born, and we made yet another con
nection. On the Easter Eve after 
Emma's birth, Don was baptised 
into the Anglican faith along with 
that babe, at a service performed by 
her Papa. It wasn't too longer after, 
that Donna and I made o r own 
connection, one that has grown into 
a fast friendship that has sailed the 
seas of pregnancies and childbirth 
(mine . .. twice!), early morning 
phone calls and hospitals, lots of 
child swopping, many, many crazy 
parties and outings. When I be
came pregnant with Samantha it 
was Donna who acted as my guide 
and mentor. She even clothed me! 
Then by sheer coincidence Ross 
was at the Grace after Sam' s deliv
ery and was the first person (be
yond hospital staff and Don ) to see 
the munchkin. I shall never forget 
that morning. The nurse came in 
and told me that there was a priest 

wanting to see me - she sounded 
concerned! Boy was I relieved to 
see that it was 'just' Ross. In hon
our of that connection Donna agreed 
to be Sammy's Godmother and 
Ross got to baptise another of my 
family. 

Life was good, with our three 
girls growing up almost like sisters 
. . . then along came Adam! This 
little guy decided to make his own 
connection with Ross, he kept me 
waiting for 8 extra days, just so that 
hecouldshareRoss' birthday! Now 
parties are twice the fun: two cakes 
(carrot and chocolate) and two birth
day boys. Of course the connection 
wouldn't be complete without Ross 
baptising Adam too. The girls are 
enjoying having a brother (espe
cially Laura who's made her own 
connection there), although I have 
heard the odd complaint! 

Our lives have certainly be
come connected in many ways that 
leave us with a very comfortable 
annual cycle. We know that our 
paths will always cross as we cel
ebrate the high points of the Church 
calendar, namely Easter and our 
double Christmas, where for us the 
first Sunday in Advent is family 
time. There are always birthdays to 
keep the path well trod and now we 
have a great excuse to add sleep
overs to our list of activities! 

We're sure going to miss you 
guys, both in Church and out, but 
you're going to have to go a dam 
sight further than Cornwall to get 
rid of us. Those connections are too 
many and too strong!! We love you 
guys . Just remember, we'll always 
be there for you, as you have al
ways been there for us. 

Georgina Purchase 
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Ross I ¢ , r( 

"Most of all, when I needed further inspiration for 
betterment of self along the Christian path 

How do you write about a 
fine relationship that 
helped you through the 

most turbulent times of your adult 
life without being maudlin, and still 
maintain your privacy? Well, I've 
lived long enough to know that 
most of my private matters have 
been experienced by more people 
out there than have not. It seems to 
me that our troubles, more than our 
successes or joys, make us brothers 
and encourage support of Christ's 
dictum, "Ye are your brothers' 
keeper" meant metaphorically for 
"humankind". (Feminists will for
give me my old-fashioned nomen
clature for "man/womankind". 
Assuming myself a "brother" never 
bothered me. I was middle child to 
one brother and one sister so I knew 
automatically I was of both.) 

When we arrived to a desolate 
hobby farm, un-landscaped and 
with a very holey stoned exterior, 
bought by my husband on a "high" 
before we knew that he had "highs", 
my husband was no longer on a 
"high" but in a sleepless, appetite
less, indecisive "low". The ven
dors were thinking perhaps at the 
last moment he would not even pay 
the rest of the sale price. However, 
I persuaded him to do so. I figured 
if he were going to be really sick a 
farm would keep us all busy, and 
sustain us emotionally as no subur
ban or city place could. It would 
encourage us to pull together. When 
we arrived in the farm house there 
were various mean notes, a dirty 
pantry, a dirty mattress, a mali
cious situation. We cleaned it up. 
Then my husband was finally diag
nosed as Manic-depressive and sent 
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I had Ross' sermons." 

to the Royal Ottawa. I was left with 
a daughter to live at this farm with 
no furniture, as ours was on the 
high seas for 4-6 weeks. A very 
inauspicious beginning. 

As I had always done in a new 
place, and there had been 10 in 20 
years of marriage, I found the local 
Anglican church. Here I found Ross. 
He, too, was new to the area. 

When the furniture arrived, and 
the husband returned, and the son 
from camp also returned, I invited 
Ross to come and bless the house, 
that it might be a home in spirit as 
well as appearance. From that time 
on, I never looked back. I did not 
ask, "Why has this happened to me, 
to us?" I dealt with the now and I 
prayed for God's guidance. I prayed 
that whatever "went down" would 
be the best "going down" we could 
manage. And with much work and 
money the farm became beautiful. 
When we left it later, we left with 
no regret, no looking back and no 
pain, though it marks the site where 
the 20 years of marriage and all 
previous ties to people and places 
were severed completely with two 
exceptions. 

When my husband eventually 
died by himself of his disease away 
from us, Ross helped us plan our 
memorial service and heard all our 
needs. 

When I felt I had to encourage 
my eighteen year-old son to leave 
home to find his own emotional 
maturity and an ability to relate 
well to us, Ross counselled. There 
was never a hint of judgement, or 
looking to what might have been. 
There was only "now" and faith 
encouraged for our good intent. 

Whenlthoughtaboutmarriage 
again and what challenges it would 
bring and their worth to the Chris
tian life, Ross was there, for the 
better. 

Most of all, when I needed fur
ther inspiration for betterment of 
self along the Christian path, fur
ther insight into God's purposes for 
mankind, further encouragement to 
believe that right now this is what 
we can do as Christians and it is 
enough, in faith, further encour
agement to be more compassionate 
with my fellow man, further 
strengthening of the belief that truly, 
we all are probably doing the best 
we can right now at any one given 
time - I had Ross' sermons. His 
four point missives. His inspired 
"God's point of view". His "I think 
here we are being asked to . .. " His 
"God wants us as Christians ... " 

It has been during his tenure 
here and, I think, in large part due to 
these sermons, that my "religion" 
has grown up, matured. The God 
outside has slowly seeped inside. 
And now in my mid-fifties, for the 
first time and for most of the time, 
I feel that there will be no God on 
earth unless I behave as the Christ, 
as the properly-instructed Chris
tian, inside in attitude and intent, as 
well as outside here, where I am. 

I, for one, intend to show up in 
Cornwall sometimes, to see if he 
can still remember my name in 
another setting, and to hear more 
sermons! 

,-~ 
BLESSED ARE THE 

PURE IN HEART, 
FOR THEY SHALL SEE COD. 
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Ross 
"Without being rash, Ross was always on the 

side of adventure in the Christian faith." 

0 urfirst meetings with Ross 
in Stittsville happened 
during the incumbency of 

Canon Stephen Kenward in 1984. 
The whole Anglican Church of 
Canada was to be presented with 
Anglicans in Mission (AIM), which 
was a campaign to create a very 
large sum of money to improve the 
clergy pension plan and to provide 
increased funds for the work of the 
church in the North and overseas. 
Ross was the area coordinator and 
held a meeting in our sitting room 
and elsewhere in the parish to in
form us and inspire us. 

It was therefore with much re
joicing when we heard at the end of 
a long and dramatic search that 
Bishop Lackey had appointed Ross 
to the joint parish of Stittsville and 
Ashton. With Ross came Donna, 
and the prospect of a young family 
at the Rectory. With Ross ' enthusi
astic ministry and our vision to 
become a single point parish, the 
congregation started to grow and 
within a year we were independent 
of Ashton. 

Parish life with Ross was not 
without controversy . The first ma
jor issue was the admission of chil
dren to communion. Ross strongly 
believed in this practice. The con
gregation was divided with a sig
nificant number believing children 
should receive teaching and de
clare their commitment to Christ 
(in Confmnation) before admission 
to communion. There were several 
meetings on the subject. The final 
result was the introduction of chil-
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dren to communion if their parents 
agreed, and a declaration that the 
parish would be supportive of those 
parents who felt that their children 
should wait until after they had 
been prepared or had been con
firmed. During this process Ross 
demonstrated a willingness to work 
with those who hold views differ
ent to his and to find a consensus 
that would be theologically and 
pastorally workable. This pattern 
he applied in other controversies, 
permitting the congregation to grow 
without division. 

As the congregation continued 
to grow and the Sunday School 
could no longer fit into the old 
church hall, even with a staggered 
class and the use of the library, the 
need for a new building arose. Ross 
had the vision to form a program 
committee out of which came the 
plans for the new church. Without 
being rash, Ross was always on the 
side of adventure in the Christian 
Faith. 

In recent years Ross has helped 
us focus on spiritual growth, in
stead of bricks and mortar. His pas
toral ministry has been helpful to 
many of us and he has encouraged 
the Prayer Group, Outreach Com
mittee and others to grow. Recently 
the study on homosexuality and 
Fallowing Jesus- First Steps on the 
Way encouraged many to move 
beyond Sunday morning Christi
anity to a more committed Chris
tian walk. 

Donna, Laura and Emma have 
also been a great joy to us as they 

have laughed and grown with us. 
The phrase, "Behind every good 
man there is an even better woman" 
is certainly true of Donna. Ross' 
ministry has been enhanced by 
Donna's support. Her leadership of 
the Christmas pageant is legendary, 
transforming it from its humble 
beginnings into an epic which 
would make Noah proud. (The ani
mals become more numerous and 
exotic each year.) 

We will all miss Ross, Donna, 
Laura and Emma. Our biggest trib
ute to them will not be what we 
write or say or give, but in how we 
lead our lives in this community 
afterwards. We must stay faithful, 
not only to our Lord, but to our 
Church community . There may be 
difficult times, but we must re
member what we have experienced 
and what we have learned. We need 
to keep growing in our faith and to 
keep reaching out with the Good 
News of Jesus to those around us 
and those who come to St. Tho
mas'. 

William Passmore 
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Ross 
"Your presense, kind words, assistance 

and understanding will be dearly missed." 

D uring the fall of 1988 I 
decided it was time to look 
into finding a local church 

and to leave behind the memories 
of many years at St. George's 
church in downtown Ottawa. My 
first "stop" was St. Thomas the 
Apostle on Main Street, Stittsville. 
I had intended to "shop" around 
and compare-just like regular com
parison shopping. 

I remember reading, two years 
earlier, of the new Rector, the Rev
erend Ross Moulton, being ap
pointed as the incumbent to St. 
Thomas. Armed with this informa
tion I attended an early Sunday 
service. The atmosphere was warm 
and welcoming. After the service 
Beth Burke was the first person to 
introduce herself, along with sev
eral other members. The Rector 
welcomed me at the church door 
upon leaving the building. I was 
inspired to try another Sunday in 
this parish. 

My intentions to attend other 
local Anglican churches never came 

For those of you who have been 
wondering about the video discus
sion groups given by the church on 
Wednesday evenings, let us have a 
review of these tough questions of 
life: 

- How do I know what to do? 
-Why me? 
- Why don't my prayers get 

answered? 
- How do I forgive and get on 
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to fruition and I quickly made St. 
Thomas my home church. Essen
tially I was looking for a parish 
where the Rector interacted well 
with the congregation and where 
the sermons were interesting and 
relevant. My early impression of 
Ross gave me the opinion that he 
was progressive, but still had a sense 
for the old and original teachings 
which were, indeed, the founda
tions of our Anglican tradition. 
Those first impressions have re
mained unchanged. 

I settled into the parish, attend
ing various services and then in 
November 1989 Ross approached 
me to enquire if I would be inter
ested in becoming a Lay Chalice 
Assistant. I gave his request some 
consideration and within a few days 
spoke with him once more. I was 
somewhat reluctant, believing I was 
not appropriate for the position. 
Ross spent time with me going over 
my concerns on this issue. He gave 
me the encouragement necessary 
and I decided to accept the privi-

lege. 
Well Ross, my eight years in 

the parish, over six of which have 
been as a Lay Chalice Assistant, 
have given me much encourage
ment and expanded my faith even 
further. I have enjoyed the transi
tion into new forms of worship. As 
I have the opportunity to speak 
with so many of your parishioners 
after a service, I know how much 
appreciationyourflockhasforyou. 
Your presence, kind words, assist
ance and understanding will be 
dearly missed, although all with 
whom I have spoken are delighted 
with your promotion. 

I know I speak for a great 
number at St. Thomas when I wish 
you and your family all the very 
best in your future endeavours and 
challenges. We know you will all 
rise admirably to all occasions. 

With my sincere thanks for your 
assistance to me personally. 

Ann K. Piche 

Summer Video Series 

with my life? 
- How can I question and still 

believe? 
-Why is loving so hard? 
These are really the big ques

tions of life. Because we are cre
ated as people, we are aware we are 
going to die physically, or be ill, or 
emotionally hurt before we leave 
the planet. Therefore we are curi
ous and looking for answers. How-

ever, our God-given memory and 
imagery, emotional joy and hurt 
feelings are relevant and it is im
portant we explore our thoughts 
together. 

This is a great human relations 
course and we invite you to join us 
when and if another series is avail
able. 

Dr. Jean Macfarlane 
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What Happens Next? 
The Episcopal Process for Choosing a New Priest 

R oss called Brian Smith and 
me to a meeting in his of 
fice! (Jim Sharkey would 

have been there too but was out of 
town.) I expected some small cri
sis, perhaps financial. I was totally 
astonished when Ross announced 
that the Bishop had appointed him 
as Archdeacon of Cornwall. My 
surprise shows my naivete; after 
all, we have been blessed with over 
10 years of Ross' ministry. 

The future began to unfold. 
Archdeacon MacGregor of the 
Carleton Deanery explained the 
process, which I will try to convey 
to you. 

The team at St. Thomas which 
will work on the selection of a new 
priest consists of the wardens: Jim 
Sharkey, Brian Smith and myself, 
and the synod members: Keldine 
FitzGerald, Robin Tilgner and 
Joanna Passmore. 

Parish Profile 
To present our parish to pro

spective candidates, the Diocese 
asks us to write a Parish Profile. 
This document gives details of our 
church: what groups operate within 

Here is an extract from the Par
ish Profile which we prepared to 
help select Ross' replacement (our 
nose is getting longer!). 

Ideal priests preach exactly 10 
minutes. They condemn sin, but 
never hurt anyone' sfeelings. They 
work from 8 a.m. to midnight, and 
also serve as the church janitor. 
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it, what the parish workload looks 
like, how we have been addressing 
the various aspects of church life 
and operation, and other relevant 
matters. It tells them about our 
community of Stittsville and envi
rons, the other churches here. In 
short, it presents everything which 
we imagine a candidate would like 
to know about. 

I believe that we should ex
pend great care in composing this 
profile. By correctly conveying 
our hopes for the future we will 
give ourselves the best chance to 
attract a priest who suits our needs. 

Within the profile we are asked 
to describe our strengths and weak
nesses and our hopes for the future. 
By being frank and thoughtful we 
are most likely to help a candidate 
decide whether or not he or she 
would like to become our priest. 

We must complete this Parish 
Profile by the end of August, and 
we ask for your input to it. 

The vacancy at St. Thomas will 
be advertised in the September 
newsletter which goes out to all 
priests in the Diocese of Ottawa. 

The Ideal Pastor 
(plagiarized by Pete Torunski) 

They make $100 a week, wear good 
clothes, and donate $150 a week to 
the church. They are 29 years old 
and have 40 years of experience. 
They make 15 house calls a day and 
are always in their office when 
called upon to help. 

Obviously, the profile uses 
Ross Moulton as the model. 

Those who respond will receive the 
profile. The Bishop and his com
mittee of eight archdeacons will 
select two or three out of the re
spondents, and present these to our 
committee. 

Interviews at St. Thomas 
should begin by October 21. We 
hope to welcome the new priest in 
December or early January. 

Thanks to all parishioners who 
have already made suggestions and 
provided input to the Parish Pro
file. Please keep these coming, and 
please keep us in your prayers as 
we approach this important deci
sion. 

Margaret Stone 

looltlnf lor 
t1 top·notcll 
priest. 
Het1venly 
llenent 
ptlclttlfe. ,,,,, 
wltllln. 
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Sunday School Report 
" the adventure continues 

until September." 

A I though summer is upon us, 
things are still busy down 
stairs. At the moment we 

have volunteers teaching on a weekly 
basis, guiding the children through 
the Awesome Adventure that the 
summer curriculum offers. Anyone 
coming downstairs and hearing us 
looking for clues might have won
dered just what we were up to! How
ever, we are all learning that a lot of 
the teachings of Jesus, and many 
Bible stories, are cryptic enough that 
we have to search for clues and find 
the answers that apply to our lives. 
So, put on your shades, pull up your 
collar and tip down your hat, because 
the adventure continues until Sep
tember! (Oh, and by the way ... we 
could still use some volunteer detec
tives, so please sign up on the bulle
tin board downstairs!) 

Ournormal summer sail through 
Sunday School has been shaken up 
by the announcement that our Rector 

and family are moving on. First, all 
of us, from Tadpoles to teachers, 
wish you all the very best in your 
own awesome adventure. Secondly, 
we hope you know how much you 
will be missed. Our thanks go to 
Ross for all of his support in this 
ministry, but even more so our thanks 
go to Donna for .. . well ... all sorts!! 
She has taught at many different age 
levels, she has taken on the Life in 
the Eucharist program more than 
once, she's been responsible for some 
of the beautiful banners in the Church, 
her Christmas Pageants are legen
dary, her leadership has been fault
less, and to top it all she's an awfully 
nice person! ! Laura and Emma, we'll 
miss you too, it's been lots of fun 
having you in class and in the junior 
choir. 

Things go on though, and we 
will be resuming Sunday school as 
usual on Sunday, September 8. Reg
istration will take place at that time 

for new children and to update infor
mation on those returning. We will 
also be asking for parents to sign up 
for Church School envelopes. The 
money that the children give is used 
for many things, such as the curricu
lum, supplies, the annual picnic etc. 
Parents should note that Sunday 
School offerings are included in the 
end of year tax receipt. The next 
batch of envelopes will not be re
quired until1997, so you have lots of 
time to ask for some. 

So, join us to enjoy The Whole 
People of God, . same place, same 
time! 

Georgina Purchase 

June 23rd was a Big Day! 
The celebration of the I 30th an

niversary of St. Thomas Church, 
Bishop Baycroft' s visit, Baptism, 
Confirmation, Renewal of Baptis
mal Vows and the annual Memorial 
service all took place in the parish on 
June 23 . 

The day, needless to say, was a 
busy one which began with service 
and prayers at the cemetery at Stanley 
Comers. The spire of the original 
church at Stanley Comers, which 
had been donated by Emery Smith, 
was erected with an accompanying 
plaque commemorating the anniver
sary and Emery's many years offaith
ful service on the Cemetery Com
mittee. The Centennial candle was 
lighted at the cemetery and the fire 
relayed back to the church in time for 
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the service at 9:30, when the Pascal 
candle was lighted from it. 

The church was filled almost to 
capacity as people came to share in 
the celebrations of Baptism, Confir
mation and Reaffirmation. The mu
sic by St. Thomas choir and Comer
stone was exceptional, as usual. 

After the service a luncheon was 
served in the parish hall during which 
time, letters from the Prime Minis
ter's office, the Governor-General's 
office and the provincial and munici
pal offices were read and a very nice 
plaque from Goulboum township was 
presented to the parish. As people 
enjoyed lunch, they were able to ex
amine the visual display which had 
been constructed and arranged across 
one end of the hall. This display, 

--------

made up of photos, newspaper clip
pings, records and documents tells a 
story of many years of parish life and 
growth. A souvenir of the anniver
sary in the form of a history of St. 
Thomas Church was prepared by 
Barbara Bottriell. The booklet, com
plete with pictures, is available at the 
church, if you haven't already picked 
up your copy. 

Thank you so much to all of 
those who worked so hard to make 
the day such a joyous and successful 
anniversary and remembrance. May 
St. Thomas Church always be a place 
of welcome, nurture and joyful cel
ebrations. 

Shirley Sharkey 
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STEWARDSHIP 

As a regular article in the Peo
ple's Pulpit, the Finance Commit
tee is presenting a brief summary of 
the parish finances as shown be-

low. 
To June 30, 1996, we are 

$17,000 short in our offerings to
ward the budget approved at V es
try, while our expenses continue at 
a fairly steady rate. 

At the end of June, the first of 
two payments of $9,500 was pay
able to the Church Extension Fund 
but we were unable to make the 

payment. This fund is the major 
source of fmancing for the church 
building. 

The last two months have 
shown an improvement in our of
ferings and it is hoped that this 
information will remind us all of 
the need for regular, thoughtful and 
generous giving throughout the 
year. 

Summary of Parish Finances 
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for the Six Months ended June 30, 1996 

INCOME 
Envelope 
Special Offering 
Hall Rental 
Total Income 

EXPENSES 
Cost of Ministry/ Assessment 
Outreach/ Apportionment 
Parish Maintenance 
Staff/Program Costs 
Operating Costs 
Mortgage 
Total Expenses 

ACTUAL 

57,254 
4,162 
1.945 

63,361 

28,688 
8,198 

11,954 
6,820 
3,153 
6.625 

65,438 

Excess of expenses over income: 2,077 

BUDGET 

76,250 
3,400 
1.100 

80,750 

29,990 
8,678 

12,400 
6,660 
6,272 

16.750 
80,750 

The Finance Committee 

Attention People's Pulpit Writers! 
Want to submit an article to the People's Pulpit? You can save 

the overworked Editor a heap of time by submitting on a 3-1/2" 
floppy disk, if possible. If your computer is a PC (as opposed to 
Macintosh) please save your work as a DOS text file (ASCII file). If 
you have questions about saving as a DOS text file, phone Pete 
Torunski (836-5295) for help. 

Pete 

.... ~ ........... . . ···- . ...... ~ ~ .... . 
oc Lo.ouo• .. •• ""' .: 
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~ Nika ~ 
The Ritchie Family plays host to 

another child from the Chernobyl area 

As I write this article I'm look
ing across at a sick little girl. Nika 
has picked up the stomach flu while 
here, has a fever of 102.1 and is 
retching uncontrollably. Both Kala 
and Ivy were exposed to the same 
flu but as a result of living in Canada, 
they have good strong immune sys
tems. Nika does not, due to expo
sure to radiation. 

Nika is the eleven year-old 
daughter of V anda Daimajon, the 
translator some of you may remem
ber from last year. I remember 
V anda telling me that the day of the 
Chemobyl disaster ten years ago, 
oblivious to what was happening, 
she stood in line in Minsk to buy 
wallpaper for her mother. One year
old Nika was with her in her stroller. 
I was told that people in Minsk 
suffered from contamination as 
much as those in Chemobyl be
cause the wind blew directly in 
their direction. People were not 
aware of this for some two weeks 
after; it was kept so secret. 

Spending this time with Nika 
has been a privilege for our entire 
family. She is a sweet, kind and 

/ 

' 
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loving child. At any given point 
during the day, the girls can be seen 
hugging each other. A bond has 
developed that won't soon be for
gotten. 

Nika is the baby at home. Her 
sister, Natalia, at the age of nine
teen is already training to be an 
MD. In Canada, if a nineteen year
old is already in medical school, 
they are considered very gifted. In 
Belarus this is standard. A doctor 
in Belarus is one of the worst paid 
professions, so people enter this 
profession for humane reasons, not 
financial ones. 

Once again Dr. Paul Petryk has 
donated his time and supplies for 
Nika who needs four appointments 
just to get proper dental care. 
Vladimir, the translator, who is stay
ing with the Moultons and Pur
chases, is a dental student in 
Belarus. In just one year, at age 22, 
he will be Dr. Vladimir. Dr. Petryk 
has been kind enough to also show 
Vladimir around his office and let 
him shadow for a day. Vladimir 
cannot believe the differences. 

One of the big differences is 

that we have the benefit of anaes
thesia. In Belarus there is no money 
for it. Nika asked Vlad if he was 
going to be a dentist for children 
and he replied that he didn't think 
he could, since it required courage 
and stamina to calm a child down 
just so the job could be done with
out anaesthesia. No wonder Nika 
is terrified by the word "dentist"! 

I would like to thank the St. 
Thomas Out-Reach Program for 
donating $400 towards Nika' s air 
fare and also the parishioners who 
passed me cheques over the year. I 
hope you all have had the opportu
nity to meet Nika over the summer 
and I am sure you will notice it was 
well worth the donation. When 
Nika flies home August 9, we will 
miss her terribly, but take comfort 
knowing we were able to have her 
here with us for six weeks. 

I would also like to thank the 
ACW for the beautiful afghan on 
Nika' s bed, which she will proudly 
take home with her. 

Christine Ritchie 

For those w ho have Church Keys! 

A change to the security sys
tem procedure for those of you who 
have a key: When you enter the 
church during "off hours" and you 
find the building on-alarmed, it is 
vital that you meet with the person 
in the building who deactivated the 
alarm. 

1. Tell that person that you are in 
the building, and 
2. Agree on who will reactivate the 
alarm and lock the doors. 
Your meeting that person should 
help reduce false security alarms. 

Pete Torunski 
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T his year' s Chicken BBQ will 
also be a Parish Supper. 
Since the BBQ will be dif

ferent from those of previous years, 
it is important that you understand 
what's happening. 

This year's annual BBQ will 
be on Saturday, September 7th. 
That date, on the Stittsville 
Villagefest weekend, is also when 
Ross, Donna, Laura and Emma 
Moulton will be back visiting us in 
Stittsville. 

In reality, there will be two 
BBQs, one from 4:00-5 :45 PM for 
the general Villagefest population, 
and another BBQ in the form of a 
parish supper at 6:00 PM strictly 
for our congregation. 

The earlier one from 4:00 -
5:45 PM, to be advertised in the 
Stittsville News and on publicly
displayed posters, will be take-out 
and eat-in. It is intended as our 
participation in the Villagefest, and 

Circuit Breakers 
If you have any electrical prob

lems at the church and suspect the 
cause to be a tripped circuit breaker, 
look for the circuit number on the 
light switch cover or on the recepta
cle outlet cover. Alternatively, look 
for the circuit number on the diagram 
glued to the door covering the circuit 
panel (located in the choir room). 

Caution: If you don 'tknow about 
circuit breaker panels, ask someone 
else to do it. 
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P11rlsll Supper 
Stlturdtly 

September 1111 

as a fund-raiser. The BBQ prices 
for this early, general BBQ will be 
as in the past. 

As decided at the July Parish 
Council meeting, the second BBQ 
will be in the form of a parish 
supper. The sit-down dining will 
be at 6:00PM in one big sitting. It 
will not be advertised outside our 
church. This second, internal BBQ 
is intended to allow us all, espe
cially those who missed the parish 
lunch on August 11th, to enjoy the 
presence of Ross Moulton and his 
family on their visit here that day. 
For this special occasion only, the 
pricing of the parish supper BBQ 
will be less than that of the earlier 
(V illagefest) BBQ, and will include 
a maximum (family) price. 

Admission to this parish sup
per will be by pre-bought ticket 
only to allow organizers to ensure 
that the appropriate food quantities 
will be available. 

Join the Choir 
You have a good voice. Why 

keep it to yourself? Your church 
offers a tremendous opportunity for 
you to use this wonderful gift from 
God. The choir offers friendship, 
fellowship and an evening among 
friends out of the house. 

We practice on Thursdays at 
7:30pm, so now's the time to c' mon 
out and join the choir. 

The main problem with this 
date is that it gives us preciously 
little time to get organized, with so 
many of you on vacation during the 
summer. The only way this par
ish supper can succeed is for you 
to volunteer your help in the next 
two weeks. 

We would really appreciate do
nations of apple pies and cole slaw. 
We'd like to standardize pies; that's 
why we're asking for apple pies. 
Similarly, we'd prefer you to use 
the "standard" cole slaw recipe that 
we used in past years; it's yummy! 

Copies of the recipe are on the 
table in the foyer, as are sign-up 
sheets for pies, cole slaw and help
ers. As in the past, no helper job is 
longer than 1-1/2 hours. 

Mark this event on your calen
dar right now, and get your tickets 
soon. It will be too exciting to miss. 

Pete Torunski 

Comments? 
Thanks to your past support in 

our fund-raisers and thanks also to 
the ACW' s generous financial sup
port, the new sound system is now 
fully installed and operational. If you 
have any comments, please pass them 
on to Don Gillen, Brian Smith, Roger 
Stone or Pete Torunski. 

Found 
Pete Torunski found a Robertson 

screwdriver at the church. Phone Pete 
(836-5295) if it's yours. 
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Outreach Update 
on the Refugee Sponsorship Programme 

According to the United Na
tions High Commissioner 
for Refugees (UNHCR), 

"Refugees are people who flee their 
country because of a well-founded 
fear of persecution for reasons of 
race, religion, nationality, political 
opinion or membership in a par
ticular social group." A refugee ei
ther cannot return home or is afraid 
to do so! 

There are over eighteen mil
lion refugees somewhere on this 
planet and over half of them are 
children! They flee their homes 
and countries because their lives 
are in danger. Sometimes, if they 
are lucky, they have space to pack 
a favourite book or a teddy-bear; 
but oft there is just no room in their 
baggage for such precious posses
sions and no time in which to gather 
them. Sometimes, refugee chil
dren escape with only their lives. 

As they flee hatred, violence or 
persecution, they see horrible suf
fering. Sometimes, they are even 
abandoned in the panic, or abused 
or forced to take sides in wars they 
don't understand. 

When they finally arrive at a 
place of safety, they are scared, 
tired and hungry. But they often 
find little food or water. They find 
more danger. They are also at risk 
from diseases that prey on the thin, 
the weak, the depressed. 

They become children without 
a childhood. The more research I 
do on refugees and the conflict in 
former Yugoslavia, the more anx
ious I am about the children in that 
comer of Europe. 

Two weeks ago the Sponsor-
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ship Group called an emergency 
meeting of the six churches (St. 
Thomas' Stittsville, St. Paul's Ka
nata, St. John's Kanata, Trinity 
Presbyterian Kanata, Glen Cairn 
United and Stittsville United), be
cause the Canadian government has 
now ceased its scheme to provide 
funds for the first three months of 
any "Sponsorship Year". This led 
us to ask several questions: 

I) Why has our government 
withdrawn support for the Refugee 
Sponsorship programme? Is it be
cause the government has reached 
its promised "quota"? One of our 
committee members has agreed to 
talk to Immigration Canada to try 
togetsomeanswers. Surelyitcan't 
be that everyone in Croatia, 
Slovenia and Bosnia has now been 
allowed to "go home in safety and 
dignity" so that there are no refu
gees left. If this highly unlikely 
scenario exists, 

2) Do we want to continue and 
sponsor a refugee family from else
where? 

3) What about our stipulations 
for the type of family. Would we 
still want one of the parents to be 
qualified in computer technology, 
with 2-3 children? 

4) Indeed, can we possibly af
ford to do the sponsorship without 
government aid? 

5) Do we even want to try? 
The consensus of opinion from 

all six churches was: let' s get as 
much information as we can and 
cost it out in detail before we com
mit. Although we would like to go 
ahead, we have to be realistic and 
aware of our limitations. 

One of our members agreed to 
talk to the U.N. for answers to some 
of these questions. Two other mem
bers agreed to do some "number 
crunching". Another member 
agreed to draft a letter inviting sev
eral other churches, (not only Chris
tian), to join our sponsorship group. 
The letter will be "on hold" until 
we know if we plan to go ahead. 

Our planned big information 
night, 26 September, 7:45PM, at 
St. Paul's, Kanata, is also "on hold", 
as is a giant multi-denominational 
Rummage Sale pencilled in for early 
October. 

So, I'm sorry to say everything 
is a bit up in the air until we meet 12 
September, 7:30PM at St. Paul's. 
I'd like to invite you to give me a 
call if you'd like to go, or simply 
turn up and say your piece or just 
listen to what's being said. I shall 
report again after this meeting. 

Would any of the children or 
teens in our church like to write a 
refugee child? If so please address 
your letter to: 
United Nations High Commis
sioner for Refugees 
Children's Letter box 
C.P.2500 
Geneva, Switzerland CH 1211 

I also have some magazines 
about refugee children to give away. 
They are packed with information, 
real-life stories and some neat things 
you kids can do to help. So, just 
come up and ask me for one! 

Ifyou'veanyquestionsorcom
ments, please don't hesitate to call 
me. Meanwhile, watch this space 
for the next exciting instalment. 

Gillian Mattock (836-1280) 
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Holy Baptism 
"The water of baptism . .. in it 

we are buried with Christ in His 
death, share in His resurrection, 

and are reborn by the 
Holy Spirit. " 

June 23, 1996 
Baptised by the Right Reverend 

John Baycroft 
Bishop of Ottawa 

Shelby Kimberlyn Chisholm 
daughter of 

Douglas and Lesley Chisholm 
sponsors 

Kim Voisey and Mike Chisholm 

Michaela Rosalie McConnell 
daughter of 

James & Bonnie Heather 
McConnell 

sponsors 
Linda MacDonald & Regan 

Warner 

Sarah Amelia Thomas 
daughter of 

John and Leah Thomas 
sponsors 

Leslie Clark and Wayne Thomas 

Confirmation 
"Strengthen, 0 Lord, your 

servants with your Holy Spirit; 
empower them for your service; 
and sustain them all the days of 

their lives. " 

June 23, 1996 
Confirmed by 

The Right Reverend 
John Baycroft, Bishop of Ottawa 

Sophie C.S. Tilgner 

Holy Burial 
"Increase our faith, deepen our 
hope, and confirm us in your 

eternal love. " 

Stuart Charles Malmberg 
June 29, 1996 

Marriages 
" . .. bound together in these 

Holy mysteries, become one in 
heart and soul. " 

John Mark Julius 
and 

Jodi Mae Mastine 
July 27, 1996 

Victor Manuel Martins 
and 

Deborah Lee Brummell 
August 3, 1996 

Children's Used Clothing & Toy Sale 
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The Gospel of Jesus Christ 
breaks hard hearts and 

heals broken hearts. 

Saturday September 21 
9 am- 1 pm 

St. Thomas Church Hall 
Tables to rent for $15 

Proceeds towards 
Moms & Tots Play Group 

and Church School 

Info: Edna Cooke 836-4599 
Barb Schizkoske 831-0492 

A religion that is small enough 
for us to understand would not 
be large enough for our needs. 

People's Pulpit 
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PARISH SUPPER 
CHICKEN BBQ 

St. Thomas' Church 
l 6 l 9 Main St., Stittsville 

Saturday 
September 7, l 996 

6:00 pm - one sitting 
(Rain or Shine) 

MMMmmm -- good! 

l/2 Chicken 
Cole Slaw 
Dinner Roll 

Home Made Pie 
Drinks 

$6.50 
Child's portion $5.00 

Family price - $20 

Tickets 
Sue Chapman 836-54 7 6 
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C Financial 

oncel?!urltles ______ _ 
Holland Cross 
I I Holland Avenue. Suite 7 I 5 
Ottawa. Ontario K I Y 4 S I 
Telephone (613) 761-7455 
Telefax (613) 761-7456 

Bruce Kerr, B.A., c.F.P. 

FEED & SEED (1982) LTD. 

6001 Hazeldean Road 
Stittsvil le, Ontario 
KOA 3GO Office: 836-6880 

' TRANSAMERICA I LIFE COMPANIES 

FOR THE BEST 
IN MANAGEMENT TRAINING 

MORLEY E. PAGET 
Insurance Broker 

(613) 592-7689 

Supervisory Principles & Practices 
Train the Trainer 

Life, Disability and Group Insurance, RASP'S, RRIF'S 

Harassment Awareness & Management 
Time & Stress Management 

STEPHENS AUTO WRECKERS 

WE BUY WRECKS 
We pick up complete cars free 

Used Auto Parts -~ Lot 20, Concession 10, 
Stittsville, Ontario Training , DoellJIIentatlon and quality Assurance 

BOOSTING & TOWING 

Bus: 836-2442 
Res: 836-5990 

. . 
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Prop. Norm Stephens 

Peter A. Torunski 
President 

(613) 836-5295 

Compliments of 

Pet Food Plus 
14 locations to serve you 

Kanata store located in 
Van Leeuwen Centre 

(next to LOEB's) 
831-0556 

1 20 Elm Crescent 
Stitlsvile. Ontcrio 

K2S lPl 
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'fHOMAS CONSTRUCTION 
• Repairs • Custom Cabinets 
• Renovations • Bathrooms 
• Additions • Mouldings 
• Rec Rooms • Decks 

- Professional Workmanship of the Highest Quality -

JOHN THOMAS 
Licensed Carpenter (613) 836-1457 

D.C.G. ENTERPRISES 

DON C. GILLEN AMWAY DISTRIBUTOR 

12 MEADOWMIST COURT 
STITTSVILLE, ONT ARlO K2S 1 89 

(613) 836-2229 

AVON 
Save time for your family and friends 

Shop AVON! 
Gifts, skin care, fashions and more! 

Call me for the latest brochure 

Leah Thomas 836-1457 

BRADLEY'S 
"YOUR INDEPENDENT GROCER" 

Full Service Supermarket 
Deli - Fresh Meat - Floral 

Bakery - Produce - No Name 
and President's Choice Products 

Stittsville Shopping Centre 
(613) 831-3123 

1300 Main Street 

STORE HOURS 
MON-SAT8am-9pm,SUN10am-5pm 

People's Pulpit 

J(f[dine :Fitz yera[c[ 
Freelance Writer 

(Including Technical Writing) 

Res. (613) 836-3970 Off. (819) 953-3498 
32 Elm Crescent, Stittsville, Ontario K2S 1 P6 

Cu: tom printed pens, magnets, 
m 1gs, t-shirts, caps, binders
a 1ything a logo can go on! 

Trish Irwin-Kitt 
Tel: (613) 831-7047 

Fax: (613) 831-7048 

ONTARIO AND CANADA LAND SURVEYOR 

PAUL A. RIDDELL, O.L.S., C.L.S. 

5 - 7 7 Auriga Dr. 
(Rid :au Heights Business Park) 
Nept an, ON K2E 7Z7 
Tel: (613) 225-8513 
Fax: (613) 225-9816 

P.O. Box 721 
Stittsville, ON K2S 1A9 

Tel: (613) 836-2392 

Gerry Kroll 
Computer Consulting 

Basic to Advanced 

(613) 836-3970 
32 Elm Crescent, Stittsville, Ontario K2S 1 P6 

Bradley's Insurance Ltd. 

Ross Kennedy 
Agent 

Life Insurance, Disability Insurance 
R.R.S.P.'s, Travellers Insurance, Mutual Funds 

1 L-69 Main Street 
Stittsville, ON 
K2S 1B3 

Tel.: (613) 836-2473 
Fax: (613) 831-1672 

Direct Line: (613) 836-1759 Ext. 229 
Home: (613) 836-3193 
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Prayer for a Bus~' Day 
Dear God: 

When the day is too busy and the voic~s too loud, 
when there is too much on my mind and :oo little in my heart, 
when I plan too much for tomorrow ar.d explain too much 
about yesterday, 
when faith is a Sunday word and "Le:'s be practical" my 
motto through the week, 
when I have hidden my true feelings inside and then com
plained of being lonely and misunderstood, 
when I am quite hopelessly lost and de n't even have sense 
enough to know it -

Be my good shepherd and my friend. 
Gather up my jangled nerves, my t~nsed muscles, my 
anxious and fluttering heart. 
Gather up my fearful heart and hold it V'armly in your hand. 
Send life pulsing through it like an irresistible flood. 
Quicken me to a quivering blaze, excLed and alive. 
But show me how to be quiet, too. 
Teach me to be still. 
In deep stillness let me rest. 

Let silence surround me like a friend, calming me and .. ~~ 
instructing me with deeper wisdom from within. '-~.,.... 

When my day is too busy and the voices are all too loud, 
be my good shepherd and my friend. 

Amen. 

© ,.. . ... 
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