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Alleluia, 
Christ is risen; 

the Lord is risen 
indeed, 

Alleluia! 
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The Rector Writes 
... of going to the wall 

For a few years now I have 
served on the Diocesan Postulancy 
Assessment Committee. The work 
of this group involves meeting with 
those who are in the process of . 
testing and affirming a call to or
dained ministry and assisting them 
to reflect on their vocation to the 
priesthood. At a recent meeting one 
of my colleagues asked a candi
date, "What are the issues that you 
would 'go to the wall' for?'' The 
intent of the question was to give 
the candidate an opportunity to ar
ticulate the things that were of ut
most importance in their faith. I 
think in the world of business the 
phrase used in similar circum
stances is "the bottom line." 

As I sit down to write about 
Easter the question keeps going 
through my mind, "What would I 
go to the wall for?" What is the 
"bottom line" about this event that 
is so central to our faith? 

In popular circles these days 
society looks on Easter as a ritual of 
spring. Tied up in that is the ancient 
business of a celebration of fertil
ity. Hence stores are awash in bun
nies, coloured eggs, and a multi
tude of symbols of the dawning 
spring season. While secular down 
to the last fluffy bunny tail the 
theme of new life springing forth 
from the depths of winter death is 
not entirely unrelated to thoughts 
that surround a more serious con
sideration of Easter. There must be 
more to Easter however than the 
'hatching of new life' - that is 
hardly what I would "go to the wall 
for." 

If you have a child in your 
house who is under the age of twelve 
you either have a copy of the movie 
"The Lion King" or are under in-
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tense pressure to get a copy. A song 
from that movie that I know your 
children can sing from memory is 
"The Circle of Life." To talk about 
the circle of life in theological lan
guage would quickly take one into 
a discussion of the passage of time 
from one generation to the next and 
the natural cycles of life, death, and 
resurrection to new life. Is one left 
then with an Easter message that 
takes more or less the form, "Life 
Goes On"? I'm not sure I can "go 
to the wall" for that message either. 

Clearly to get to the real issues 
of Easter you have to move well 
beyond the trivialities of chocolate 
bunnies and the catchy tunes of 
animated movies. The real issues 
of Easter surely lie in the historical 
events which followed the cruci
fixion of Jesus of Nazareth. The 
record of those events as we find 
them in the scriptures must form, 
for us, the wall that we are prepared 
to go to, the bottom line, the place 
where there can be no compromise. 
But what are the stones in that wall? 
What are the figures on the bottom 
line? What is the content of that 
about which we can not compro
mise? 

An examination of the scrip
tures may call us to locate the "wall 
that we are prepared to go to" in 
places different than we might nor
mally expect. We often fall into the 
trap of believing that a piece of 
scripture captures the totality of 
scripture. There is perhaps no place 
that this is more true than in the 
Easter Story. In reality the scrip
ture contains many Easter Stories 
-and in their detail they are not all 
the same. Some of the "bottom 
line" positions that we often take 
for granted are not consistently held 

by every part of the Biblical wit
ness. For example we assume, many 
through our weekly recitation of 
the creed, that on Easter Jesus rose 
from the dead. The use of the active 
verb 'rise' suggests that Jesus was 
responsible for the action of rising. 
(Luke 24:7) However, in the parts 
of the scripture that were written 
chronologically closest to the events 
described, the passive verb 'raised' 
is used. (eg. Galatians 1:1) In the 
earliest Christian writings the Easter 
story was the narrative of a God 
who raised Jesus and riot a Jesus 
who rose. While this may seem like 
splitting hairs, in reality the gospel 
accounts, written later, reflect a sig
nificant development and progres
sion in the understanding of what 
happened that first Easter morning . 
To "go to the wall" for the position 
that Jesus rose (as it were on his 
own) is to stand at odds with some 
of the earliest Christian witness. 

Consider another major ingre
dient in the discussion of Easter: 
the question of the "bodily resur
rection" of Jesus. If there is any 
issue over which we feel called to 
"go to the wall" surely this is it. Yet 
an examination of the scriptural 
witness may leave us with more 
questions than answers when we 
start defining exactly what we mean 
by the "bodily resurrection of Je
sus" and why we are prepared to 
"go to the wall" for it. I fmd the 
following excerpt from "Rescuing 
the Bible from Fundamentalism" 
by Bishop John Spong provides 
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The Rector Writes (continued from page 3) 

helpful insights. 
"The bible tells us of a risen 

Christ that can appear and disap
pear as if out of or into thin air 
(Luke 24: 15,31). Is that physical or 
bodily? The bible tells us that the 
risen Christ appeared in- a room 
where the doors were shut 'for fear 
of the Jews' (John 20:19). Can a 
physical body walk through a door? 
The Fourth Gospel in one instance 
had the risen Christ say to Mary 
Magdalene, "Touch me not for I 
have not yet ascended to my Fa
ther." (John 20: 17), and in another 
instance he said to Thomas, "Reach 
here your finger and touch my 
wounds and take your hand and 
thrust it into my side" (John 20:27). 
That would seem to indicate that in 
the mind of the Johannine writer 
the unascended Lord was not touch
able but the ascended Lord was. It 
is a strange image, not easily un
derstood and certainly not capable 
of being literalized. How can some
thing be real and yet not physical? 
Paul wrestled with that and coined 
the phrase "spiritual body" to em
brace it. Paul was quite sure that 

"flesh and blood could not inherit 
the Kingdom of God." (1 Cor.15 :50) 
Did Paul believe in the physical 
resurrection or the bodily resurrec
tion? He did suggest that the risen 
Christ could never die again (Rom. 
6:9). Somehow that phrase calls 
my mind beyond physical, bodily 
categories. 

To "go to the wall" in defence 
of defining Easter in terms of a 
purely physical resurrection would 
seem at least to contradict the expe
riences that were passed from Chris
tian to Christian in the early days 
and at worst, if we follow St. Paul's 
logic, would bar a 'flesh and blood' 
Jesus from the Kingdom of God. 

I believe that there is one thing 
about Easter that demands that we 
"go to the wall ." For my friends in 
business, there is one "bottom line." 
It is this: JESUS LIVES! 

I invite you to hear again the 
words of Bishop Spong, 
"The experience of Jesus as risen 
Lord, the breaker of the barrier of 
death, the living, empowering pres
ence of the life of the church under
lies every verse of the Christian 

writings. There is no question about 
the reality of Easter as a source of 
power or the centrality of Easter in 
the life of the believer. Obviously 
something happened after the death 
of Jesus that had startling and enor
mous power. Its power was suffi
cient to reconstitute a scattered and 
demoralized band of disciples .... 
Easter was so intense that it created 
a new holy day, the first day of the 
week, and in turn a new liturgical 
act, the breaking of bread, turning 
both into a weekly celebration of 
the presence of the living Lord in 
their midst . . . . They could no 
longer look at Jesus of Nazareth 
without seeing God . Whatever 
Easter was literally for the disci
ples, it meant that Jesus had been 
taken into God and vindicated by 
God. It also meant that Jesus had 
transcended death and was . there
fore ever present to the disciples as 
the animating Spirit. 

For this understanding of 
Easter, I will "go to the wall". 

J~leluia! 

From th e Editor's Desk 

What a treat to have experi
enced such refreshing Springlike 
weather in March, and to see the 
snow banks disappear almost over
night! It was delightful to watch 
Trevor (now 1-112) discover pud
dles. "Water," he'd say, and then, 
"Wet!" as the water he had stomped 
in now lay in droplets on his rain 
boots. And on a recent windy day 
Trevor watched in apparent amaze
ment as dry leaves left from last Fall 
were invisibly lifted and carried 
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through the air. I'm now experienc
ing how having children opens our 
eyes to new (or new again) ways of 

' seeing things. 
As we look forward with great 

joy to the birth of our second child 
early this summer, I am feeling in 
awe, once again, of the miracle of 
new life and the privilege of being a 
parent. To take part in the creation 
of new life, to see things anew 
through the eyes of the very young, 
to just be alive as Spring begins and 
the early bulbs start pushing through 
the ground, makes me feel a real 
sense of gratitude. I can think of a 
lot that is wrong with the world, but 

today I thank God because there is 
so much good and so many small 
joys. And because he truly wants us 
to find fullness of life, and has sent 
us Jesus, whose life in us gives our 
lives meaning. 

In this Easter issue I urge you 
especially to read the article and 
beautiful prayers on page 10. These 
were written by the former Arch
bishop of Montreal, Reginald Hollis, 
who gave me permission to reprint 
them here. I find they provide a way 
to redirect my thoughts and to focus 
on my faith . I pray you will find 
them a blessing as well. 

Trish Irwin-Kitt 
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April9 
Sunday of the Passion 

with the blessing and distribution 
of palm crosses 8:30 a.m. and 
10:00 a.m. 
During the 10:00 a.m. service a 
new white altar frontal will be pre
sented and dedicated for use on 
Easter Sunday. 

The Sunday School's cur
rent Lenten project asks the chil
dren to write a few words or draw 
a picture that explains when they 
feel closest to God or what makes 
them feel close to God. Although 
many of the replies are not yet in, 
the following are a few of those 
that have been received as of 
People's Pulpit production date. 
I think they are real gems! Unfor
tunately the accompanying draw
ings could not be reproduced 
here. 
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AprillO 
Monday in Holy Week 

7:30 p.m. Holy Eucharist and a 
concluding session of the Study 
Group, "Hearing Diverse Voices, 
seeking Common Ground " 
Video: Christian Sexual Ethics: A 
Dialogue with John Stott and John 
Spong 

April12 
Wednesday in Holy Week 
7:30p.m. Holy Eucharist 

Apri113 
Maundy Thursday 

7:30 p.m. A Liturgy of Hand 
Washing, The Institution of the 
Lord's Supper, and the Stripping of 
the Altar for Good Friday. 
Following the Maundy Thursday 
Service the Vigil will begin and 
continue through until the first 
Eucharist of Easter on Easter Eve. 

April14 
Good Friday 

10:00 a.m. - Noon 
The two hours will be divided into 
the following segments. Please join 
us for all or as many of the seg
ments as you wish. 
10:00 a.m. - The Ministry of the 

I feel closest to God 
when ... 

"God sends an angel to sit 
on my bed at night." 

(Alexander Mattock, 4-1/2) 

"I hug the people I love." 
(lan Cooke, 3) 

"Chickadees land on my 
hand and eat seeds." 

(Valerie Leuty, 7) 

Word - The reading of passages of 
scripture with brief meditations. 
A Reading of the Passion of our 
Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
10:40 a.m. -The Solemn Interces
ston. 
11:00 a.m.- Choral Presentations 
by the Choir 
11:20 a.m. - Meditation on the 
Cross of Jesus 
-the reading of the story of cruci
fixion and resurrection 
11:40 a.m.- The Holy Commun
ion from the Reserved Sacrament 
Noon - Midday Prayers 
The Vigil will continue throughout 
the afternoon 
8:00 p.m. - Service of Prayer and 
Reflection led by the youth Group 

April15 
Holy Saturday -

Easter Eve 
7:30 p.m. - The Great Vigil of 
Easter with the Service of New 
Light, the Celebration of Baptism, 
the Renewal of Baptismal vows, 
and the First Eucharist of Easter. 

April16 
Day of the Resurrection 

Easter Sunday 
8:30 a.m. - Holy Eucharist 
10:00 a.m. - Holy Eucharist 

"The sun is out and I'm on 
the slide." 

(Paul Leuty, 4) 

"I'm praying." 
(Jackie McNamara, 6) 

"My family and I are toast
ing marshmellows down by 
my Grandma's house near 

the shore." 
(Heather Cooke, 9) 
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An often used image for the 
journey through Holy Week and 
Easter is that of a pilgrimage. In 
this remarkable week we are in
vited to be pilgrims and follow the 
foot steps of our Lord Jesus as He 
made the dramatic and life-giving 
journey through the historic events 
of the Passion and Crucifixion; a 
journey that lead ultimately to the 
glory of the Resurrection. 

The drama begins on Passion 
Sunday (April 9) as we participate 
in the Liturgy of the Palms. As 
palms are blessed and distributed 
we recall that as Jesus rode into 
Jerusalem, the crowds waved the 
branches of palms and hailed Him 
as a King. 

"Hosanna, Hosanna, Blessed 
is He who comes in the name of 
the Lord" Our voices will echo 
those of so many years ago. 

On Maundy Thursday (April 
13) the scene shifts to an upper 
room. Jesus gathers to celebrate the 
Passover with His disciples. We 
join His band of followers and 
gather at the table as bread is taken, 

Holy Week and Easter 
... a Pilgrimage 

blessed, broken and given and His 
body is broken for us. After supper 
He blesses the cup and His blood is 
shed for us. Once again we share in 
the banquet of the Kingdom of God; 
in our presence the Lord's Supper 
is instituted as a sign of the reign of 
God. The night is also filled with 
treachery. In the anguish of the 
garden Jesus is betrayed and events 
are irrevocably in place that take 
our Lord to the Cross . As the dark
ness of those events begin to over
take our worship space, the altar is 
stripped and the starkness of the 
ensuing events begins to strike us. 
At last the service ends in darkness. 
"The Son of God is gone up to 
die." This year the vigil will begin 
at the end of the Maundy Thursday 
service and carry through until the 
first Eucharist of Easter on Easter 
Eve. 

Good Friday (April 14) will 
see us join a handful of His friends 
at the foot of the cross. The liturgy 
on that day focuses on our Lord's 
Passion -His profound and intense 
love for us. As we recognize our 
sin, so we recognize His love. 
"While we were yet sinners, He 
died for us." We will hear His 
words from the cross - we will see 
Him die. 

On Holy Saturday (April 1 0) 
we are witnesses to the ultimate 
sign of the reign of God. The King
dom in which God is King is where 

all things are transformed and made 
new. It is the Kingdom in which 
that which was dead is raised to 
life. Jesus, who died on the cross, 
passes again to life. At the Great 
Vigil of Easter we hear in our lit
urgy the scriptural story of God's 
plan of salvation; we celebrate bap
tism, for it is in baptism that we 
pass from death to new life; we 
renew our baptismal covenant- the 
truth of new life must always be 
made fresh and powerful as we 
make our pilgrimage; and we cel
ebrate the first Eucharist of Easter. 
It is in Eucharist that we experience 
a foretaste of that new Kingdom of 
which the resurrection of Jesus is 
the primary sign. 

"Alleluia, Christ is risen; the 
Lord is risen indeed, Alleluia" are 
the words of Easter Sunday (April 
16). Those are our words to the 
world - that is our good news - that 
is why we are the church. Easter 
Sunday is our victory celebration. 
And so, we experience that new life 
as members of the Kingdom of 
God; we encounter our risen Lord 
in the sacrament of the Eucharist, 
in the words of scripture, and in the 
lives of one another in community. 

Your invited to join this re
markable pilgrimage, 

"A Journey Into New Life". 

Rev. Ross Moulton 

tttttttttttttttttttt 
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Easter Vigil '95 
"Keep Watch with Us" 

The Easter Vigil comes to us 
from those who watched with Christ 
at Gethsemane as He waited for His 
arrest; through the rich traditions of 
fasting and prayers of the great 
monastic houses of Europe, to the 
present day when the vigil is more 
a refuge from the stress of the world. 
It frees us to be still , and to perhaps 
take inventory of our spiritual lives, 
as we mourn the death of Christ and 
look forward with hope to the Res
urrection . 

The desolation and darkness of 
the church on Maundy Thursday 
after the stripping of the altar and 
the removal of the cross, leaves one 
with a profound sense of grief and 
loss . The light of Christ has been 
extinguished for us. Leaving the 
church after this service is difficult. 
There is a need to stay and to mourn 
the fact of the death of Christ, and 
to begin a reflection on the coming 

joy of Easter Day and the Ascen
sion. 

Once ag~in this year, as part of 
individual Easter observances, 
members of the parish family may 
share in an Easter Vigil here at St. 
Thomas'. A sign-up sheet will be 
in the foyer of the church from 
Sunday, April 2nd. Those inter
ested may sign for any given time 
slot. The vigil will extend from 
9:00pm Thursday, April 13 (after 
the Maundy Thursday service), 
ending at 7:00pm Saturday, April 
15 (just before the service of Holy 
Baptism and the first Eucharist of 
Easter). The church will be closed 
from midnight to 6:00am on Thurs
day and Friday nights. You are 
encouraged to carry out personal 
meditations at home during this 
time. 

The time in church may be spent 
in quiet prayer, meditation or read-

ing. Please respect those partici
pants who wish to maintain a quiet, 
reflective atmosphere! Some re
source material will be provided 
for you or you may wish to bring 
something with you. 

This year we plan to hq.ve an 
informal service of prayer and medi
tation on the Cross Friday evening 
with the help of our Youth Group. 
There will be further information 
available closer to the event. 

We hope that you will join with 
us in making the vigil part of your 
Christian life and worship in Holy 
Week this year. 

Robin Tilgner 

Lent and :J{o{y Week_ of ~esteryear 
a persona[ rejfection 

My childhood was spent attend
ing St. Paul' s Church Hazeldean 
(Kanata) , a congregation of one of 
three churches in the Parish of Bell's 
Comers in the Ottawa Diocese of 
the Church of England in Canada. 

As my memory serves me, the 
one week day service of the year 
began with Ash Wednesday and used 
the full Litany service conducted by 
the Rector. Each Wednesday fol
lowing Palm Sunday, the Litany was 
read by the Rector or one who was 
qualified. Usually two hymns were 
sung if an organist was present. 

There wasn't any celebration of 
Holy Communion at these Wednes
day services. In fact , it was only 
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celebrated every third Sunday morn
ing all year through, as we shared 
the Rector with the two other con
gregations, alternatel y holding 
morning, afternoon or evening serv
ices. 

Abstinence was the theme dur
ing the forty days of Lent, and to 
refrain from self indulgence. The 
general attitude was to take part in 
very few fun gatherings, card games 
or joyful entertainment. 

The younger folks were organ
ized as the A YP A (Anglican Young 
People's Association ). It was 
planned for them to have about two 
Wednesday evenings for study ses
sions and quiet meditation follow-

ing the service. 
Palm Sunday was thought to be 

more joyful because of Christ ' s en
try into Jerusalem, but there were no 
palm leaves on Ash Wednesday, 
hence no ashes for Good Friday. 
There was just the one Wednesday 
service during Holy Week. 

Good Friday had a much better 
attendance. It was a solemn service 
of supplication read kneeling from 
the litany desk, as had been part of 
each Lenten service. 

Such was the atmosphere of faith 
in the rural area of St. Paul ' s 
Hazeldean, in those days. 

Blanche Douglas 
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Resurrection, M)rth or Reality? 
a reuieLu of a book by John Shelby Spong 

"The subject of the resurrec
tion of Jesus of Nazareth lies at the 
foundation of Christianity itself." 
This is how John Shelby Spong 
begins his book, "Resurrection, 
Myth or Reality?" 

The title of the book might give 
the impression that the author is 
going to tear apart the very basis of 
Christian hope, but that is not the 
case. His deep conviction and un
derstanding of the reality of Easter 
is obvious throughout the book, but 
he constantly challenges his read
ers to look through a broader and 
perhaps a different lens from that 
which they may have up until now; 
to see new possibilities that open 
doors to new truth. 

As with Spong's other writings 
on Christianity, he immediately 
takes his readers back to the He
brew roots. Again and again he 
stresses the limitations of words, 
which he says can only be the means 
by which one person conveys to 
another the experiences that have 
defined and given meaning to the 
one speaking (italics mine) . And 
these particular words were, of 
course, originally Jewish words, 
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carrying a Jewish mind-set and a 
Jewish frame of reference. They 
were also first century words bound 
by the level ofknowledge available 
to first century people. Spong makes 
this clear from the outset. 

He looks carefully and in depth 
at whatthe Easter moment meant to 
the gospel writers. They, writing 
many years after Jesus dies, in ret
rospect 'saw' arisenLord,anempty 
tomb and angel messengers. He 
examines what Paul had to say, in 
light of the knowledge that Paul's 
letters were written a number of 
years before any of the gospels . For 
Paul, Jesus was raised by God and 
did not rise by his own power as the 
gospel writers appear to understand. 
Paul was convinced that the resur
rected Jesus was a glorified spir
itual being raised from the grave 
into God' s presence. 

This search into biblical texts, 
seeking to enter into the experience 
of Easter, an experience both real 
and true to him, must, he maintains, 
be taken seriously but not literally. 
He expresses concern about the 
danger of allowing religion to be
come frozen in time, unchanging 

or imposed. I liked this next thought 
very much. "Time is always mov
ing and every step we take in life 
gives us a new perspective and from 
that perspective, everything is dif
ferent." 

He tries to separate the mo
ment of Easter from its subjective 
interpretation while still trying to 
affirm the reality, the underlying 
truth of that moment. He, by neces
sity, must use subjective, time-lim
ited, distorted words. 

Bishop Spong has written an
other thought -provoking book guar
an teed to keep the reader's atten
tion. Whether we eventually, some
times or never agree with him, John 
Shelby Spong is always challeng
ing. He is no less so in this, his most 
recent book. 

Shirley Sharkey 
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Parish Council Sets 
Some Broad Priorities 

Our new Parish Council got off 
to a productive start last month. 
Our first meeting was devoted al
most exclusively to team-building 
and identification of priorities. 

There are 17 of us this year, on 
an expanded Council. Ross spoke 
to us about our role, comparing us 
to the bridge of a ship. Sure the ship 
is driven by its engines. But with
out steering and guidance, it knows 
not where it goes. 

Our role as parish leaders will 
be to take charge, without abusing 
our authority. 

We spent some time identify
ing the wide variety of favourite 
things that attract us to St. Thomas. 
The overwhelming theme here 
seemed to be the friendliness of the 
community. 

We also compared our histo
ries in the parish, from a couple of 

new arrivals to a few who are al
most lifelong members . Most of us, 
though, fall somewhere in the mid
dle, arriving during the growth years 
of the late 80's and early 90's. 

The highlight of the evening 
was the collecting together of 
"missed opportunities", or goals 
which we might consider for 1995: 
0 more leadership for youth 
(teens) 
0 support for youth 
0 support of parish. leaders of 
youth 
0 focus on ministry 
0 spiritual growth 
0 utilising coffee hour 
0 developing leadership opportu
nities 
0 pastoral care, in the church and 
community 
0 becoming aware of resources 
for growth beyond our parish 

a a 

0 incorporating people into our 
parish, but into what? 
0 supporting the elder community 
0 developing a buddy system for 
mentor support, with a trusting re
lationship 
0 communicating the empathy 
within our parish community. 

It's a fascinating list when you 
consider that finances and property 
questions have dominated our re
cent history! It looks like our next 
few meetings will focus on youth 
ministry and spiritual community! 

Brian Smith 

Wendmeta Ouedraogo 
foster ch ild in West Africa 

We are now entering our third 
year of sponsorship for our foster 
child. Wendmeta Ouedraogo. He 
lives with his parents, brothers and 
sisters in Wanobian, West Africa. 
This village has 1600 inhabitants 
who grow com, millet, soy bean 
and peanuts, and tend a few ani
mals as well. His home consists of 
a series of huts which have thatched 
roofs . W endmeta will tum nine this 
year. Unfortunately, he does not 
attend school as he is needed at 
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home to help with the crops and 
other chores . However, he does 
enjoy playing football with other 
children. Upon falling out of a tree, 
Wendmeta broke his arm. He was 
treated at home and is recovering 
well, being young. He is happy to 
receive our postcards, colourful rib
bons, stickers and baseball cards. 

Please continue to send these 
small treasures to him in a #10 
envelope: 

C/0 PLAN INTERNATIONAL 
95 St. Clair Ave. West 
Suite 1001 
Toronto, Ontario 
M4V 3B5 

Please remember that all corre
spondence must include our Fos
ter Parent #074961 and our Fos
ter Child #187-019205. Our spon
sorship of Wendmeta is greatly 
appreciated. 

Nona Steadman 
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Put on the Whole Armor of God 
by Reginald Hollis 

You don ' t need to live very long 
to know how strong the power of evil 
seems to be. Sometimes without even 
thin}cing about it I find myself saying 
or doing something I wish I hadn't. A 
look at the daily paper any day re
veals how violent can be the power 
of evil. St. Paul tells us that we need 
to think of evil on a wider scale than 
we usually imagine. He writes to the 
Ephesians, "We are not contending 
against flesh and blood, but against 
the principalities, against the pow
ers, against the world rulers of this 
present darkness, against the spir
itual hosts of wickedness in the heav-

The Belt of Truth 
Our Father, 
fill my mind with 
the Truth that is in Jesus. 
By your Spirit, 
may your Truth encircle me 
and keep me from the falsehoods 
that would make me 
afraid no one loves me 
or that I can go my own way. 
The Truth in Jesus is 
that You love me 
and that I am Your child. 

The Breastplate ofRighteousness 
Our Father, 
I confess that I have not 
always lived in Your law 
or become the person 
You meant me to be. 
I am not worthy of Your love, 
and without that love 
my life is open 
to the attacks of the enemy. 
But Jesus is perfectly righteous, 
and I can come to You 
in His righteousness. 
By Your Spirit 
I put His righteousness 
over my heart 
that I may know Your love 
and love You in return. 
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enly places." (Ephesians 6: 12) 
No wonder we don't find it easy 

to live the way we should as people 
who profess to follow Jesus. We can 
take comfort that God doesn' t just 
say to us "Stand firm, be strong, keep 
at it, be alert, fight the good fight." 
Paul tells us that God has provided an 
armor for us. 

In our nation's army, a soldier 
isn't sent out to battle merely with 
words of encouragement. He is first 
equipped. Paul tells us of the armor 
which God gives for our spiritual 
protection in the struggles oflife . It ' s 
not just a suggestion that we build up 

The Shoes of the Gospel of P eace 
Our Father, 
Jesus is our peace, 
for in Him You 
reconciled me to Yourself. 
By Your Spirit 
help me to walk 
in fellowship with You 
and so to bring 
Your peace 
into all my relationships 
this day. 

The Shield of Faith 
Our Father, 
by Your Spirit 
equip me with 
the shield of faith, 
so that I may 
trust in You 
whatever happens today, 
that the enemy may not 
be able to discourage me 
with fear of the unknown, 
and that I may be kept 
from trusting only in myself. 

our muscles. Rather Paul writes "Be 
strong in the Lord and in the strength 
of his might." (Ephesians 6: 10). The 
armor is what Christ has done for us 
and is doing for us. 

We will lose if we fight the battle 
in our own strength, however hard 
we try. Paul suggests we put on the 
armor of God. The prayers that fol
low provide a specific way to help 
you put on this armor. Begin each 
day by putting on the whole armor of 
God to enable you to be strong in the 
Lord in the places where it counts. 

The Helmet of Salvation 
Our Father, 
by Your Spirit 
I take the helmet of salvation 
to protect my head, 
so that the mind of my Savior 
directs my thinking, 
looking, hearing and speaking 
this day, 
that I may live faithfully 
as Your servant. 

The Sword of the Spirit 
Our Father, 
open my mind to Your word 
so that by Your Spirit 
the Scriptures may pierce 
my understanding, 
and bring me to 
a clear perception of 
the way I am living 
and the way 
You meant me to live. 
Help me by Your grace 
to make the necessary changes, 
and more and more 
to live to Your glory. 

© Copyright Anselm Press 1994 
Used by permission 
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Sunday School Update 

Once again, the children of our 
Church School have been asked to 
do some Sunday School "home
work", this in an effort to have 
them active participants, so to 
speak, in the sentiment of Lent. 

As adults, what do we think of 
when we approach the Lenten Sea
son? Words like renewal, reflec
tion, reaffirmation, the beauty and 
simplicity of the season are thoughts 
that flow in my mind. In keeping 
with this, I recently put the ques
tion to my Sunday School class (the 
Lambs, who are 6-7 year olds), 
"When do youfeel close to God?" 
I was truly amazed (impressed) by 
their answers . Children talked of 
rainbows, being on a lake in a boat, 
the wind, being with family, etc. 
Beautiful, simple answers. 

Thus grew the seed for this 
year's project. For those of you 
who do not have a child registered 
in Sunday School, the question to 
the children read as follows, "There 
are times when you might do, see or 
feel something that lets you know 
that God is all around you. It might 
be something that makes you feel 
calm, good and at peace. Write a 
few words/ draw a picture that ex
plains when you feel that way ... . 
When do you feel closest to God? 
What makes you feel close to God?" 

I am very hopeful that the ma
jority of the children will partici
pate in this exercise. Some of you 
may remember that last year the 

Dear God: 

children were asked to write a prayer 
which eventually became part of a 
banner. Forty children participated 
last year, and I am hoping for a 
similar or better response. Inciden
tally, a couple of those prayers were 
recently highlighted in Crosstalk, 
where it was said that a fine feature 
of the People's Pulpit is to high
light prayers of young people in 
Sunday School. I was indeed proud 
to see this. 

Of the 40 plus "help wanted" 
surveys distributed, I have received 
only 12 responses, to date. Thank 
you to those of you who took the 
time to complete this, and I will be 
contacting you soon. My time as 
Superintendent is quickly coming 
to a close and I was sincerely hop
ing to have all areas of the program 
covered prior to this time. It will 
take more volunteers if this is to 
happen and not place too much 
burden on just a couple of indi vidu
als. If we want to continue to make 
Sunday School an attractive and 
fun place to learn, then someone 
will have to come forward soon. 

Three more teachers are re
quired for the final session which 
runs April16- June 4. That is only 
a commitment of 8 weeks. It would 
be really great to see some new 
faces. Already some individuals 
have taught 2 or 3 sessions, and 
while I appreciate this more than 
words can say, I would really like 
to be able to let some of them take 

a break, and maybe even attend an 
entire church service occasionally. 

I would very much like to thank 
Marjorie Whalen for coming for
ward and accepting my former po
sition as Youth Ministries Link to 
Parish Council. I am very grateful 
to Marjorie for taking time out of 
her already hectic schedule to join 
this most vital link to Parish life. I 
am certain that she will be a valu
able contributor to Council, and I 
hope she finds the position as chal
lenging and thought provoking as I 
did over the last two years of serv
ice. Thank you Marjorie. 

Finally, I would like to extend 
my thanks to Georgina Purchase 
for agreeing to take on the role of 
"publicity". Part of this role is to be 
the Sunday School contributing 
writertothePeople 's Pulpit. In this 
regard, Georgina will be taking over 
from me as of the next issue. So, 
thanks for listening, and see you in 
church! 

Judy Starr 

Thank you for all you've done for us. I p ray for everyone I know and 
that you watch over them. I pray for p eople all around the world. 
especially people who are in countries that have war or poverty. 
And that you'll keep us all safe. In your precious name. Amen. 

People' s Pulpit 

Charlotte Passmore. 11 
(of the Seruers group) 
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The St. Thomas Welcome Mat 

The Parish of Saint Thomas 
extends the welcome mat to these 
recent new additions to our Church 
family. Please offer a hug - or 
say a warm "hello"- to them first 
chance you get! 

Kim Delahunt 
1145 Carp Road 

836-4878 

Kim is a native of Carleton 
Place who lives with her grand
mother, Wilma Berry, who attends 
our sister parish in the village of 
Carp. For some time, Kim tells us, 
she had been thinking she wanted 
-and needed- to go regularly to 
church, and to have a church home 
of her own. We're happy to say 
that, in March, she picked Saint 
Thomas as that home!! A big hug 
and a welcome, Kim! 

This new member works the 
overnight shift at Digital in Kanata. 
She hasn't yet joined any church 
organizations. But it sounds like 
there's a lot of potential energy and 
enthusiasm there. 

Anyone who enjoys stitchery 
as a hobby would find a few things 
to chat about with Kim, who tells us 
she does ... "a lot of cross-stitch
ing." 

Linda Pack 
9 Ralph Street 

831-1513 

Linda has been corning to our 
church since last summer. She and 
her two children, Kenneth, who is 
10, and Katherine, 7, were all for-
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mally welcomed into the Saint Tho
mas Parish family on the same day 
last November. The youngsters 
were baptised and their mother re
affirmed her faith on the Saturday 
when Bishop John Bay croft visited 
us to perform confirmations. 

The three Packs have lived in 
Stittsville for the past six or seven 
years. 

A native of Senneterre Que
bec, Linda is currently studying at 
Algonquin College in Ottawa. 

William & Bernice Petten 
1 Plainfield Court 

836-5204 

Long-time Newfoundland 
Senator Bill Petten and his wife, 
Bernice, have been with us since 
early this year, after moving to 
Stittsville from Ottawa a year ago. 

One of six currently serving 
senators who hail from Canada's 
rocky island province, Bill was 
appointed to the Upper Chamber in 
1968 by the late former Prime Min
ister Lester Pearson. 

Both the Pettens are natives of 
the Newfoundland capital, Saint 
John's, where he has worked as a 
customs broker, manufacturers' 
agent and forwarding agent. 
Bernice's profession is nursing. 

Bill travels back to "the Rock" 
every second week . He says this is 
why we may not have seen him in 
church here all that much - just 
yet. 

The Pettens have four children. 
Three of them live in the Ottawa 
area: Daughters Raylene and 
Sharon, and son Robin are all here. 

Welcome to St. 
Tllomtls' Cllurcll 

A second son, "Young Bill," as his 
dad calls him, is out on that 'other 
Coast' -in B.C. 

Frank & Doreen Ayers 
1 Torrey Pines Court 

836-6523 

Frank and Doreen Ayers started 
coming to Saint Thomas early in 
1995, after many years attending 
Christ Church Cathedral in Ottawa. 
"It just got to be too far to go," 
explains Doreen. 

The couple has lived in Am
berwood Village since Frank re
tired 12 years ago from his senior 
management position as Commis
sioner of Public Works for the Re
gional Municipality of Ottawa
Carleton. 

Prior to that, he had for many 
years held the similar position -
director of public works, with the 
City of Ottawa. 

The Ayers have two sons -
Paul, of Wyldewood, Stittsville; 
and David, who lives in Kanata 
Lakes- and a daughter, Carolyn. 
The couple are both from 
Saskatoon, Sask., but have lived 
and worked in Thunder Bay and 
Ottawa for many years. 

Mike Bryan 
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He's tall- about 6'5"- and thin 
and he has dark hair and a beard. 
She's relatively short- about 5'6"
with brown hair pulled back into a 
soft pony tail - and wears a jean 
jumper and a sweater with the 
sleeves pushed up. They're from 
Shawville and they have four 
daughters, the oldest of whom is 
14. Their names are Michael and 
Lyndal Neelin and they're plan
ning to go to Ecuador as Volunteers 
in Mission for the Anglican Dio
cese for a period of two years. 

They visited our church on 
Sunday, March 5th to speak to us. 
They find this part of the prepara
tion for going on their mission dif
ficult. They are required to raise the 
funds themselves to support the 
work they want to do and so have 
been travelling around to different 
parishes in the diocese, telling peo
ple about what they want to do and 

ACW News 
Your response to our request 

for knitting wool was greatly ap
preciated. We are currently sewing 
the 5" squares together and from 
the looks of our stock pile of yarn 
and completed squares, we should 
have enough for several afghans. 
Thanks to all who donated. 

We are hoping to have a guest 
speaker from Nelson House at our 
regular meeting May 1, at 1:30. 
You are cordially invited to come 
and learn more of the work they are 
doing in the Community. Please 
check the bulletin for confirma
tion . The Bales for the North will 
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. Portrait of some 

Modern Missionaries 
hoping that individuals and whole 
parishes will donate funds to help 
them on their way. ('We have al
ready given them $300 and will 
likely offer more as our budget 
unfolds this year.) They must raise 
$22,000byMay lstofthisyearand 
they had already attained over half, 
so they were hopeful that they would 
indeed reach their goal and be able 
to go. 

What they'll be doing in Ecua
dor is teaching English to children 
in a school. Michael is a designer 
and an artist and Lyndal has been 
active in the Transformation team 
in the diocese. Both have run a 
children's camp at Gracefield near 
Wakefield for six summers and 
enjoyed that greatly. They expect 
that they will be called upon to use 
other talents besides teaching in the 
school but will have to see what the 
needs are once they get there. They 
are excited about their venture but 
somewhat nervous too until they 
arrive and actually see what it's 
like. 

be packed on May 24. All clothing 
and household items must be new 
as it is very costly to ship. A com
plete list is posted on the bulletin 
board in the Narthex, and a box 
provided if you wish to contribute 
to this appeal. 

The following article was in 
the March issue of Crosstalk and 
we feel it is worth repeating: 
"I was privileged to attend the sym
posium on Building Proclaiming 
Communities, where the emphasis 
was on showing the community 
outside the church that we are a 
caring, sharing group of people; 

They would very much appre
ciate our support, not only with 
money but with encouragement and 
prayers for them all. They would 
like to get letters from us and want 
to write back describing their expe
riences in the same way that An
drew and Heather Finton who are 
in Brazil, have done. The support 
from parishes back home seems to 
mean a great deal to those who 
leave their home cultures to help 
people in other lands . The idea of 
Volunteers in Mission is that those 
who venture out are partners with 
people in the parishes back home. 
We are a partner both with Michael 
and Lyndal, and also with Heather 
and Andrew Finton in Brazil and 
with Yvonne and Cliff Bullis who 
hope to go back to Honduras next 
year. Each one of us contributes to 
their mission and that partnership 
makes their work much stronger 
than if they just went out alone. 

Barbara Bottriell 

but Loren Mead reminded us that 
we should be sure that within the 
walls of each church we should 
have "informed communication" 
between clergy and laity, between 
members of the corporation, coun
cil, ACW, church school, pastoral 
care, choir, etc., before we can show 
a "united in Christ" picture to the 
community outside the church 
walls." (Mary Turpin) 

May all the blessings of the 
Easter Season be with you and your 
loved ones. 

Phyllis Lumsden 
ACW President 
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Hearing Di\rerse Voices -
Seeking Common Ground 

a review of our Lenten Study 

Monday evenings at St. Tho
mas during this Lenten season you 
will fmd "thirty-something" parish
ioners engrossed in a programme 
of study on homosexuality and ho
mosexual relationships. We are a 
diverse group; all ages are involved 
and a variety of opinions are ex
pressed. What is truly noticeable is 
our earnest desire to understand 
what others are saying; we are open 
and frank, and not worried about 
articulating our concerns. Political 
correctness might reign elsewhere, 
but not in the Council Room on 
Monday evenings. 

The preliminary session was 
held on February 26th. We began 
with prayer lead by Ross and intro
duced ourselves by briefly explain
ing our interest in, and hope for the 
study. As with all the following 
sessions, the VCR helped to focus 
our thinking. Opening comments 
by our Primate, Michael Peers, were 
a source of direction and inspira
tion. 

Following this video tape we 
broke into smaller groups for a study 
of Galatians 3: 26-28 and Ephesians 
2: 13-22. We considered whatthese 
passages revealed about our study 

A newcomer to the church 
school came in late. He was a young 
boy who had lost his left arm. The 
teacher was nervous that one of the 
other children might embarrass him 
or tease him. However, she pro
ceeded with the lesson. During the 
art work, he managed to draw quite 

of homosexuality. 
Once again the VCR allowed 

us to travel to General Synod, 1992 
and listen to the testimony of indi
vidual gays and lesbians. Their ex
pression of faith and conviction 
that God accepted and created their 
particular orientation was power
ful and extremely moving. 

Sexuality and its part in loving 
relationships was one of the fo
cuses of our next get-together on 
March 5th. As well, we considered 
the contributions science brings to 
the on-going discussion. The read
ing material is extensive and 
thoughtful, allowing us to come 
prepared with our thoughts par
tially formed. There are never any 
awkward silences in the small 
groups of three or four formed to 
discuss a variety of topics. The 
human story on tape this time was 
a brave and loving father who spoke 
proudly about his gay son. 

An even larger group met on 
March twelfth when we dealt with 
the Bible's teaching about homo
sexuality. Romans 1:26-27 is the 
most common reference. On the 
surface it would seem Paul was 
condemning same-sex relations, but 

well with one hand - no problem. 
Then, during the closing exercises 
the teacher had her class form a 
circle and asked them to make a 
church, using the rhyme: "Here's 
the church, here's the steeple, open 
the doors and there are the people." 
Suddenly the significance of her 

placing the words in context re
veals other possibilities. We must 
understand the then-common prac
tice of pederasty, an unequal rela
tionship between an adult male and 
an adolescent boy. This is a rela
tionship which is not a parallel to 
the human experience we are con
sidering. 

We then read and discussed 
other texts that are commonly cited 
when discussing homosexuality: 
Genesis 19: 1-11, Leviticus 20: 7-
22, Ruth 1: 6-18, 1 Timothy 1: 8-
11, 1 Corinthians 6: 9-11, and 2 
Samuel!: 5-12, 17-27. 

I look forward to the next three 
sessions which will deal with eth
ics, healing and our Christian re
sponse. On one level, I know that it 
is important for the Anglican 
Church as a Christian community 
to prepare and pray with its people 
as we face this issue at General 
Synod in June. The glare of public
ity is one we should face with faith 
and conviction. Much more impor
tant, however, is to wholeheartedly 
accept and love all our brothers and 
sisters. We are all members of a 
caring, Christian community. 

Margaret Stone 

request struck her. How was the 
new boy going to cope? As she 
stood speechless, a little girl sitting 
next to him reached over and placed 
her left hand against his right hand. 
"Let's make a church together," 
she said. 

The above piece was found in another Ang lie an 
parish magazine and submitted by Nona 
Steadman. Thanks, Nona! 
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Editor's Note: Occasionally we 
will receive letters to the editor or 
individual's viewpoints. We are 
always happy to hear from those in 
the parish and, whenever possible, 
will print these letters. 

I want to take some of your 
time to address those who have 
been very vocal about changing the 
Anglican Church, ignoring our tra
ditions and thereby turning their 

backs on those of us who still wish 
to commune with God as we have 
been taught. 

Change is constant, needed to 
grow and flourish. However, 
change unbounded means chaos. 

The Anglican Church has tra
ditions that we must recognize and 
should be followed. Anglicans 
through the ages have stood to sing, 
kneel to pray and sit to listen. We 
are Christ's militant army here op. ---=- -- -- . 
earth. That means that hymns are 

..-meant to be sung as they are writ
ten, not modified so as not to offend 
those in a current cause celeb. 

During a time of crisis for many 
in our community, we need to offer 

Vision TV Highlights 
for April 1995 

VISION TI' is Canada's multi
faith, not-for-profit TV network. It 
offers spiritual and values-driven 
programming that's distinctly dif
ferent from conventional commer
cial TV! VISION is on cable Ch 24. 
During the month of April, 1995, 
you'll be able to see: 

SPIRIT CONNECTION 
7.30 p.m. -Monday April 3: 

From the United Church of Canada. 
Health care concerns and a profile 
of former United Church modera
tor Anne Squire. 

HELL'S BELLS 
6.30 p.m. - Tuesday April 4: 

Ever wonder what would happen if 
a young couple, after hearing an 
Anglican bishop espouse his so
cialist theories on television, de
cided to pitch a tent in his cathe
dral?? 

BAHA'I PERSPECTIVE 
Wednesday -April 5: 

A monthly program about the 
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Baha'i Faith to help familiarize us 
with its nature and teachings. 

SPIRIT CONNECTION 
7.30 p.m.- Monday AprillO: 

Episcopal (Anglican) Bishop and 
author John Spong talks about the 
future of our sister Christian de
nomination, the United Church of 
Canada, and Maritimes humorist 
Bill Carr offers a new perspective. 

PERFORMANCE SPECIAL 
8 p.m.- Monday AprillO: 

Jonathon Miller's dramatized ver
sion of Bach's Musical masterpiece 
- The St. Matthew Passion. The 
production is "in the round" -
with soloists, chorus and orchestra 
all participating as actors. 

SHADOW ON THE CROSS 
9 p.m.- Wednesday Aprill2: 

Powerful documentary plots the 
story of Christian anti-semitism, 
the allegedly ambivalent role of the 
Church during the Nazi reign and 
tentative steps towards greater rec-

a stable, traditional refuge for those 
who are troubled or sick or unem
ployed. 

Neither the Anglican Church 
nor our Church in Stittsville is based 
upon the TV evangelicalism seen 
in the US. We are significantly 
different than the Roman Catholic 
or United churches, and we should 
be proud of our traditions, rather 
than tearing them down. Transfor
mation is no longer a priority with 
the Diocese or Synod, and it 
shouldn't be ours. 

On behalf of the traditionalists 
in our Parish, don't ignore us. 

Tom Sandor 

onciliation between Christians and 
Jews in our time. 

SKYLIGHT 
7 p.m. -Monday Aprill7: 

A journalist comments on the hu
manity of all - including homo
sexuals and those who wear tur
bans! Also: Toronto media analyst 
Barrie Zwicker suggests the popu
lar national media invent their own 
conception of reality for us. 

HELL'S BELLS 
6.30 p.m. - Tuesday April 25: 

An Anglican Dean has always held 
the traditional view that 'a wom
an's place is in the home.' His 
fiancee doesn't agree. And after 
consuming a few too many glasses 
of sherry, she tells him so! 

Mike Bryan 
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Celebrating South Africa's Transformation 
A Primate's World Relief and Development Fund report 

In April 1994, South Africans 
held their first -ever democratic elec
tions. After generations of struggle 
against racial oppression, 20 mil
lion South Africans went peace
fully to the polls. They walked, 
cycled, came by mule and by bus. 
The aged and infirm were trans
ported by stretcher and wheelbar
row and piggyback. They came for 
miles, and then they waited, often 
for a whole day, determined and 
joyous to claim through their demo
cratic vote the human dignity so 
long denied. 

Canadian Anglicans shared 
their joy. For many years the church 
in South Africa had been a source 
of support for the victims of apart
heid, and of inspiration for the vi
sion of a free and just society. As 
partners, through our parish educa
tion programmes, our prayers, our 
advocacy and our gifts to PWRDF, 
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Spaghetti 
Supper 

St. Thomas' 
Church 
Stittsville 

ril 30, 1995 
-7:30p.m. 

we had shared the suffering of our 
South African sisters and brothers, 
and now we could deeply share 
their joy. 

One important focus of our 
support was the Ipelegeng Com
munity Centre in Soweto, a large 
black township near Johannesburg. 
The Centre responded to commu
nity needs for a study hall for stu
dents, for meeting space, for infor
mal technical education fac ilities, 
for multi-racial conference space 
and for programmes to assist small 
entrepreneurs . Canadian Anglican 
contributions to Archbishop Ted 
Scott's retirement gift built a sec
ond residential wing for the Centre. 

Today, churches in South Af
rica face new challenges. T e ne
glected townships and rural areas 
all around the country are being 
asked to define their needs and pri
orities for the new Government's 

By popular demand, 
the annual spaghetti 
supper will be held 
again this year on 
Sunday, April 30. 
Mark that date in 
your calendar and 
plan to attend. 

Its too good to 
miss/ 

Pete Torunski 
(836-5295) 

Reconstruction and Development 
Programme (RDP). Local churches 
are being asked to play a key role in 
the RDP. Then there is so much 
healing and reconciliation needed 
after the years of deliberate effort 
to create fear and hostility . The 
churches are being called to give 
leadership for healing. 

PWRDF will help in these 
tasks through support for develop
ment of the South African Council 
of Churches Training Centre for 
training future leaders and skilled 
personnel, and through continuing 
support for community groups like 
Women for Peace. So, our journey 
with South African Partners will 
continue, on a new road but still 
together. 

Please see your PWRDF enve
lope enclosed with this issue of 

People's Pulpit. 

Easter Flowers 
Persons wishing to make a 
flower donation for Easter 
may indicate their wishes 
by signing the Altar Flower 
Calandar in the Narthex 
(entrance) and filling out 
the cards provided. 
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Views and Aspirations 
of 3 New Parish Council Members 

It is 7:30pm on the firstWednes- Thomas' for 3 years now, and have of just the ACW linkperson. 
day of the month. Lots of chatter entered into parish life wholeheart- There have been Synod Rep's on 
comes from the Council Room. Then edly. Many of you will know Roger Parish Council for some time, but this 
Madam Chairman brings the meeting for his wonderful work coordinating year we are joined by Joanna 
to order. All is quiet as those assem- (and often filling in for) sidespeople Passmore. Joanna is a very active 
bled are led in prayer and reflect on and greeters. Roger is not a stranger to young person in our church. She has 
the evening's agenda and how best Parish Councils. He has been on one been a server, head server and a Sun-
their talents can be used to do God's before, although he tells me it was day School teacher. She has had good 
work. This is the typical start to any much bigger than ours! As a Member role models - her parents (William 
Parish Council meeting at St. Tho- at Large, Roger was thinking that he and Mary) whose talents and contri-
mas' . would be guided as to his role, but has butions to our Parish Life are too 

The term "Parish Council" means found that he has first to create a role. numerous to mention. Joanna has an 
many things to many people. Some Roger sees himself as the link person advantage over most of us in that she 
seem to know exactly what it's all between the 'mid-aged' congregation grew up in St. Thomas' and feels very 
about while others have an image of and Parish Council. He feels that the at home here. This is her first year as 
an anonymous group who gather to- views of our older parishioners are a Synod Rep' and her first experience 
gether to do mysterious things! Re- being well cared for by our more of Parish Council. She finds her fel-
ally, Parish Council is neither myste- experienced members, but that the low Council members to be friendly 
rious nor anonymous. It consists of a 'mid-age' group have not yet found and open, and the subject matter to be 
group of lay people, elected by the an ear. Roger is very approachable interesting. She was relieved to find 
parishioners, whose purpose is to rep- with a desire to find out more about that all was not too serious, but ap-
resent the interests of everyone on parish life and to share his experi- proached with a sense of humour. 
matters ranging from budgets to bou- ences . He says he's always open to Joanna is not too certain of her role on 
quets! Everyone is welcome to give suggestions and has a good listening Parish Council but she's well pre-
their opinion, and that of the group ear. (He also says he likes to lend a pared to represent the youth point of 
they represent, on any and all subject hand when volunteers are needed - view, both from a personal viewpoint 
matterthat is tabled. And what's more, remember that!) and from listening to her friends. 
Parish Council seems to have a good Phyllis Lumsden joins us as the Joanna drops in on the Youth Group 
time doing it. You don't have to have new representative for the ACW. As meetings whenever she can, attend-
a sense of humour to be on Parish everyone knows, the ACW do many ing in more of a leadership role, and 
Council, but it helps! I have just en- things that contribute to the life and she's actively seeking out informa-
tered my second year as a member health of this parish, and it seems tion on life in the parish. (She is 
and feel quite at home around the fitting that this very active group attending and enjoying the Monday 
table. However, I do remember my should now be represented on Parish evening Lenten study on Homosexu-
own apprehension when I was elected. Council. Phyllis has been with St. ality.) Joanna hopes to see this parish 
I didn ' t know what I was supposed to Thomas' for 5 years and with the become a lively and spontaneous 
do or with whom I would be doing it! ACW for all of that time. She now body, all of whom participate in the 

In the last People's Pulpit the sees herself as a link or tie for the life and work of the Church. 
new 1995/96 Parish Council were all women in her group so that they can And so, 9:30 pm approaches. 
named, with the exception of the two follow what's happening in the par- Madam Chairman assesses the eve-
new Members at Large (Roger Cooke ish, and so that the parish knows what ning' s work and brings the meeting to 
and Karen Julian), elected after the they are working towards. Phyllis sees a close. (We'reusuallyon time, thanks 
issue came out. So we decided that it this as a learning experience and hopes to a chairperson who keeps us on 
might be interesting to hear from a that she can contribute whenever pos- track!) We join heads and pray again, 
few of the new appointees. This year, sible. Phyllis finds this to be a won- hoping that God will guide us and 
in addition to the two new Members derful, friendly parish and hopes that help us keep our commitments and 
at Large, we have a representative this continues with good communica- promises, so that St. Thomas' Church 
from the ACW, swelling the normal tions in all aspects of church life. She will become the spiritual home that 
membership from 12 to 15 persons. is looking forward to working on Par- each of us needs. 

Roger Cooke (Member at Large) ish Council for the good of the whole, Yours in faith , 
and his family have been with St. seeing her role stretching beyond that Georgina Purchase 
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C Financial 

oncel?!uri~les _____ _ 

' ThANSAMERICA I LIFE COMPANIES 

41 Joseph Circle 
Stittsville, ON 
K2S 1B9 
(613) 831-1898 

Holland Cross 
1 1 Holland Avenue. Suite 7 I 5 
Ottawa. Ontario K I Y 4 5 I 
Telephone (613) 761-7455 
Telefax (613) 761 -7456 

Bruce Kerr, B.A .. c.F.P. 

MORLEY E. PAGET 
Insurance Broker 

Life, Disability and Group Insurance, RRSP'S, RRIF'S 

STEPHENS AUTO WRECKERS 

WE BUY WRECKS 
We pick up complete cars free 

Used Auto Parts 
Lot 20, Concession 10, 

Stittsville, Ontario 

BOOSTING & TOWING 

Bus: 836-2442 
Res: 836-5990 Prop. Norm Stephens 

FEED & SEED (1982) LTD. 

6001 Hazeldean Road 
Stittsville, Ontario 
KOA 3GO Office: 836-6880 

FOR THE BEST 
IN MANAGEMENT TRAINING 

SupeNisory Principles & Practices 
Train the Trainer 

Harassment Awareness & Management 
Time & Stress Management 

::·:·.·. ~:::::::::::::·:· ... ·;-:::~ ~~:·:·.·:· 

·~ 
Training, Documentation and quality Assurance 

Pele< A Torunski 
Ptesidenl 

(6131 836-5295 

120 Elm Crescenl 
Stittsvile. Ontario 

K2S l P l 

Compliments of 

Pet Food Plus 
14 locations to serve you 
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Kanata store located in 
Van Leeuwen Centre 

(next to LOEB's) 
831-0556 

-----------------'-~-
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'fHOMAS CONSTRUCTION 
• Repairs • Custom Cabinets 
• Renovations • Bathrooms 
• Additions • Mouldings 
• Rec Rooms • Decks 

- Professional Workmanship of the Highest Quality -

JOHN THOMAS 
Licensed Carpenter 

Ross Kennedy 

(613) 836-1457 

l{j The Mutual Group 

333 Preston St. , Suite 800 
Ottawa, Ontario K IS 5N4 
Bus. 567-9700 Res . 836-3193 
Fax. 230-7450 

Agent (or Mutua l Life of Canada 

AVON 
Save time for your family and friends 

Shop AVON! 
Gifts, skin care, fashions and more! 

Call me for the latest brochure 

Leah Thomas 836-1457 

~BRADLEY'S 
"YOUR INDEPENDENT GROCER" 

Full Service Supermarket 
Deli - Fresh Meat- Floral 

Bakery - Produce - No Name 
and President's Choice Products 

Stittsville Shopping Centre 
(613) 831-3123 

1300 Main Street 

STORE HOURS 
MON-SAT8am-9pm,SUN10am-5pm 

People's Pulpit 

Xf,[dine ![itz(jera[d 
Freelance Writer 

(Including Technical Writing) 

Res. (613) 836-3970 Off. (819) 953-2051 
32 Elm Crescent, Stittsville, Ontario K2S 1 P6 

Custom printed pens, magnets, 
mugs, t-shirts, caps, binders
anything a logo can go on! 

Trish lrwin-K.itt 
Tel: (613) 831-7047 
Fax: (613) 831-7048 

ONTARIO AND CANADA LAND SURVEYOR 

PAUL A. RIDDELL, O.L.S., C.L.S. 

5 - 77 Auriga Dr. 
(Rideau Heights Business Park) 
Nepean, ON K2E 7Z7 
Tel: (613) 225-8513 
Fax: (613) 225-9816 

P.O. Box 721 
Stittsville, ON K2S 1A9 

Tel: (613) 836-2392 

D.C.G. ENTERPRISES 

DON C. GILLEN AMWAY DISTRIBUTOR 

12 MEADOWMIST COURT 
STITTSVILLE, ONTARIO K2S 189 

(613) 836-2229 
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kids' page 
The Crucifixion 

Matthew 27:32-44 

Read the Scripture, then circle each word from the word bank hidden in the puzzle. Words may appear 
forward or backwards, moving up, down, or diagonally. 

NCILYGTI NSGHAYJEX I 
----~ 

HOEWPEANOUNCMUETN I 

DSMSITORKSMV 

1
8 US F V T J U I E T A U STU A I 

YOCRSS TL SJ SWT FJCSD 

LLAGDOGTEVASCHIEFKE 

CYRENEWTEACHERSI H N 

R D V 

P U E V E 

R D S S N 

EVAMFNMOIEDTA 

ASCLKTTLEI E 

PONI NGKGSFR 

D I V D E D I 0 T I E U D MAG A S Lj 

HHTLOB NT SCF PW I TRHV L. 

UCYRBUTHEUF ETA I DUF 

R 0 0 T D 0 B A H R 0 U L D C R W U E . .-...... ~/7 

GO( lNG) 
INSULT(S) 
LOTS 
TEACHERS 
WINE 

CRUCIFIED 
CYRENE 
CHIEF 
OFFERED 
TWO 

ATTCSCHOZTANS 

MFORWSCTEIGNO 

RE LOE ET BVSNJ T 

S L C B J R U R S E K 0 N. 
------- '7//7//////( 

Word Bank 
LEFT 
CLOTHES 
CROSS 
KING 
GOD 

HIS 
SAVE 
WATCH 
BELIEVE 
ROB(BERS) 

UP (2) 
SIMON 
PRIESTS 
JESUS 
RESCUE 

MAN(2) 
CASTING 
GOLGOTHA 
JEWS 
GALL 

Bonus: To discover how Jesus died, shade in the circled letters. 
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DIVIDED 
CARRY 
HE (4) 
TRUST(S) 
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