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"Thank you God for 
the beautiful sun, 

thank you God for 
family and friends, 
and thank you God 
for winter because 

I love winter. 
Amen." 

Prayer written by Gregory Scharf, 
7 years old, of the Lamb group, 

St. Thomas Sunday School 
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The Rector Writes 
... in praise of the undecided 

Ours is the age of the opinion 
poll. On almost any subject known 
to humanity one can find that some
where, someone has conducted a 
poll on it. In being "polled" people 
are usually asked to proclaim a 
stance in one of three positions: for, 
against, or undecided. In tabulat
ing and presenting the results of 
such surveys the overwhelming 
excitement is around the numbers 
'pro' and 'con'. Those who re
spond as "undecided" are usually 
recorded along with the 'margin of 
error' and dismissed as a kind of 
lunatic fringe either too lazy or too 
uninformed to have an opinion. 
Having an opinion seems far more 
important than what, if anything, 
the opinion is based on. Our soci
ety applauds those who state their 
opinions, and words like 'decisive', 
'clear thinking', 'determined', and 
'solid' are accolades laid at the feet 
of those whose minds are made up 
and who have a definitive opinion 
to express. 

Not only are we expected to 
have an opinion on "everything 
from soup to nuts" we're expected 
to stick to it. If, God forbid , we 
want to change our minds on some
thing, it is like admitting a serious 
moral defect. You may think that 
this is an overstatement but con
sider how politicians are savaged 
and scorned if there is even the 
slightest hint that they have done a 
"flip-flop" and have revoked a pre
viously held opinion. No sir, on 
most things we get one chance to 
form an opinion and unless we are 
prepared to pay a high price, we' re 
expected to stay with it. 

I want to come to the defence 
of the "undecided." It seems to me 
that there is a very thin line be-
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tween firmly held opinions and 
blind prejudice. It is surely the 
minds that are firmly 'made up' 
that perpetuate stereotypes and 
block the acceptance of emerging 
insights and new ways of thinking. 
We all need to have the humility of 
realizing that there is always some
thing new we can learn. Often we 
need new eyes with which to see 
old things. 

A long time ago a man came 
into the world and challenged minds 
that were firmly "made up." He 
tackled the area of life where opin
ions were often held with fierce 
determination; he tackled how peo
ple thought about God and he tack
led the core of religious belief. The 
man of course was Jes s, and he 
challenged those who heard him to 
open their minds and think in new 
ways about the ultimate questions 
and issues of life. For example, on 
a question of morality he demanded 
that the crowd have a long hard 
look at their own failings rather 
than exacting the prescribed death 
penalty on an adulteress. On the 
issue of the Sabbath he challenged 
his hearers to look upon it as a 
servant providing systematic rest 
and worship time, rather than a 
harsh taskmaster preventing one 
from even doing a good deed. Time 
and time again Jesus called those 
who followed him to look with 
renewed vision . The miracle sto
ries of the blind receiving sight 
were no mere references to amaz
ing medical events but referred to 
the gaining of the ability to see in 
new ways . Often the blindness that 
Jesus healed was more a blindness 
of attitude than a blindness of the 
eyes. There were those who could 
not see and there were those who 

would not see. Jesus brought vi
sion to them both. Jesus' life also 
demonstrated, with stark clarity, 
the fact that minds that are made up 
resist change with a ferocity strong 
enough to put even the Son of God 
on an executioner's cross. So de
termined were those "made up" 
minds not to see anything new, not 
to hear any new voice, not to look 
again at those things about which 
they were so sure, that they would 
rather kill the voice than hear the 
message. 

In those ancient days, however, 
there were a few who had the cour
age to be 'undecided.' There were 
a handful of fishermen who were 
sufficiently undecided that when 
this new preacher Jesus said, "Fol
low me" they went along to see 
what he was about. There was a 
woman at a well who was suffi
ciently undecided about the social 
convention of the day that she dared 
to speak to a strange man who told 
her about a living water that welled 
up to eternal life. There was Martha 
who was sufficiently undecided 
about what she believed, even in 
the face of her brother's death, that 
she could see in the face of her 
friend Jesus something remarkable. 
She was free enough to hear Jesus 
say, "/am the resurrection and the 
life" and to know in that moment 
that hopelessness and death could 
be overcome with hope and life. It 
was those who were "undecided" 
and free from the bonds of conven-
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tion that were truly able to receive 
Jesus and in so doing receive life. 

Christians today face many dif
ficult questions . And on many of 
these questions there seem to be 
loud voices speaking from minds 
that are already "made up." One of 
the issues that our church is being 
called to deal with is homosexual
ity. This is an extremely complex 
issue which touches the core of 
what we believe about God's gift of 
sexuality, what we believe about 
the social structure of family, what 
we believe about relationships and 
what we believe about expressions 
of love. While the issue of homo
sexuality calls us to the careful study 
of our biblical and theological roots, 
it also demands that we rely heavily 
on the insights of careful modern 

From the 
Editor's Desk 

Although the February/March 
issue of People 's Pulpit is tradi
tionally small, tucked in between 
the busier Christmas and Easter 
seasons, this one is a robust 20 
pages! Inside you'll read about 
Vestry and the up-coming Lenten 
programs, as well as reports on all 
sorts of other interesting things 
we' re up to as a parish. 

The Easter issue will be fol
lowing shortly, with the deadline 
for submissions on March 19th. As 
always, please feel free to speak to 
me if there are topics you would 
like to see addressed, or if there is 
something you would like to con
tribute. 

Trish Irwin-Kitt 
(831-7107) 
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in praise of the undecided 
(continued from page 3) 

scientific study. We can not as
sume that God is heard only in one 
and not in the other! I would be 
very surprised if this is an issue on 
which the church can find total 
consensus. I would be very disap
pointed if the church begins the 
process from a "minds made up" 
position. We all need to begin this 
process from among the ranks of 
the "undecided." From any other 
position we will fail to hear all the 
voices that need to speak to us as 
we discern God and what God is 
saying to us on this issue. 

During Lent you are invited to 
participate in a program of study 
entitled, "Hearing Diverse Voices, 
Seeking Common Ground". This 
program of study on Homosexual
ity and Homosexual Relationships 

has been developed by theN ational 
Office of the Anglican Church of 
Canada. The study, according to 
the task force that produced it, is 
intended to solicit "the mind of the 
church." It attempts to take seri
ously the biblical record and cur
rent biblical scholarship, Anglican 
tradition, current scientific research 
and understanding, and the witness 
of gay and lesbian Anglicans. There 
will be more about this on page 5 of 
this issue of the People's Pulpit and 
in the Sunday bulletin. I encourage 
you to join the study; I encourage 
us all to begin from a position of 
being "undecided." 

Yo~~ 

Mid-Week Services 
During Lent 

Ash Wednesday - March 1 
Imposition of Ashes with a 

Celebration of the Holy Eucharist 
12:00 Noon and 7:00p.m. 

The 7:00 p.m. service will be 
followed by the Inaugural Meeting 

of the 199 5 Parish Council 

Wednesdays during Lent 
Beginning, March 8 and continuing to 
Wednesday in Holy Week, April12, 

Holy Eucharist at 7:30p.m. 
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Lenten Study 
Hearing Diverse Voices 

Seeking Common Ground 
A Program of Study on Homosexuality and Homosexual Relationships 

Our parish has been invited to 
participate in a study that is being 
carried out across the church in 
preparation for the coming meet
ing of General Synod later this year 
in Ottawa. The topic of the study is 
homosexuality and homosexual 
relationships and the purpose of the 
study is to promote dialogue and 
discussion. The results and insights 
from the study program will be fed 
back to the "Task Force on Homo
sexuality and Homosexual Rela
tionships" so that the thoughts and 
ideas can be encompassed in the 
discussion at General Synod. The 
following is an excerpt from the 
Primate's introduction in the study 
manual; the manual along with an 
accompanying video will form the 
basis of the program. Archbishop 
Peers writes: "The Anglican Church 
of Canada, like most churches in 
our society, is wrestling with issues 
of sexuality which call for ethical, 
moral, and spiritual direction for 
our time. And among these issues 
is the issue of homosexuality and 
homosexual relationships. 

The House of Bishops and oth
ers within the church have been 
addressing these matters for some 
time, but in 1992 our General Synod 
called for a study which would in
volve the people of the church in 
parishes and in dioceses. This study 
is an important part of our response 
to that call. 

For many people in the church, 
as well as for many outside the 
church, this subject is new and even 
somewhat frightening . But the 
Church has in scripture and tradi
tion much to say about the issues 
involved sexuality, 
inclusiveness, justice. The research 
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of recent years is also valuable. 
But above all, at the heart of 

this discussion, there are persons, 
persons created in the image of 
God and redeemed by our Sav
iour's love, persons who are (some
times unbeknownst to s) mem
bers of our own families and con
gregations." 

The study program is presented 
in six sessions and each session is 
designed to take approximately two 
hours. The session titles and goals 
give an overview of the content of 
the course. 
Session One: Responding to God's 
call to be a community in Christ. 
Goals: 
- to understand the purpose of the 
program of study 
- to subscribe to a set of group 
standards for enabling caring dia
logue 
- to begin to explore the issues of 
homosexuality and homosexual re
lationships 
Session Two: Seeking Understand
ing. 
Three contexts of Experience: 
- Spiritual, Interpersonal, and Sci
entific 
Goals: 
-to consider a Christian context for 
discussing homosexuality 
- to consider the characteristics of 
intimate Christian relationships 
- to hear from Canadian Anglican 
gay and lesbian people, and from a 
parent who affirms his son as gay, 
of their journeys to self-affirma
tion 
- to become acquainted with cur
rent scientific knowledge 
Session Three: Seeking Under
standing in the Bible. 
Goals: 

-to identify various ways the Bible 
is read and used 
-to hear diverse voices speak about 
how the biblical passages are ap
plied to the issue of homosexuality 
Session Four: Seeking Under
standing in our Ethical Decisions. 
Goals: 
-to examine how the Bible is used 
to make ethical decisions 
- to identify how ethical positions 
about homosexuality are reached 
-to recognize the diversity of ethi
cal positions 
SessionFive: LivingOutOurBap
tismal Covenant. 
Goals: 
- to hear and reflect on different 
experiences of lesbian and gay 
people in the Anglican Church of 
Canada 
-to reflect on personal experiences 
of inclusion and exclusion 
- to look at ways our community 
can be inviting and inclusive 
Session Six: Responding as a Com
munity in Christ. 
Goals: 
- to elicit the wisdom of the group 
to assist our church in making in
formed and responsible decisions 
- to close the group 

We look forward to welcom
ing you for this Lenten Study Pro
gram. 

Lenten Study Program 

"Hearing Diverse Voices 
Seeking Common 

Ground" 
Monday Evenings 

beginning February 27 
7:30- 9:30p.m. 
for six sessions 

Everyone Welcome! 
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The 1995 St. Thomas Vestry Meeting 
- a detailed report 

The Parish of Saint Thomas has 
voted to double its monetary support 
of the financially troubled Diocese 
of Ottawa and the national church 
-The Anglican Church of Canada 
-during 1995. 

The annual vestry meeting of 
the Parish, held in the sanctuary fol
lowing an abbreviated Eucharist 
service February 12th, saw mem
bers give their approval to a $156,000 
current year operating budget con
taining greatly enlarged "outreach" 
contributions for church work .. . 
"beyond ourselves." 

The new spending plan calls for 
an $8,000 increase in the "accepted" 
Diocesan apportionment (levy) -
from $8,157 in 1994, to $16,157 this 
year. The money will help sustain 
church mission and other programs 
-many of them now struggling -
being delivered beyond the local 
community through both the regional 
diocese and national church head
quarters. 

The parish's 1995 mortgage pay
ments will remain at $31,000, while 
the cost of local priestly services, 
supply clergy and our share of dioc
esan staff expenses will amount to 
$59,641 -up 3.6% from $57,568 
last year. 

Other budget highlights include: 
$6,000 (up20% over1994) allocated 
for outreach initiatives conducted at 
the local parish level, and a one-time 
expense of $3,000 to replace the 
amplifier for the brand new church 
organ, a VCR and a TV set- all of 
which were stolen in a church break
in last month. 

~emberslearnedthatinsurance 
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companies providing policies to 
churches set deductibles so high that 
parishes remain virtually uninsured 
for the costs of replacing articles 
taken in such thefts, and repairing 
damage caused when thieves break 
in. Parishes and the diocese are thus 
left with insurance policies that, for 
practical purposes, protect them only 
against truly catastrophic losses -
such as a major fire, and are forced to 
"self-insure" for most losses under 
$10,000. 

Spending up 10% 
The total Saint Thomas Parish 

1995 expense budget is up 10% from 
last year. 

For this reason, the meeting de
cided the church will have to con
duct an every-member education and 
stewardship campaign during the 
year. ~embers present at the vestry 
meeting approved a motion direct
ing 1995 Parish Council to - "en
gage the parish in a financial stew
ardship campaign and education 
process to assist in meeting the chal
lenging budget of 1995." 

The fact that, in 1994, Saint Tho
mas fell a bit short of meeting its 
much lower, $142,500 budget -
and had to dip slightly into reserves 
to meet all expenses - disturbed 
some members present, including 
Parish Council and Diocesan Synod 
member Al Roffey: 

"We're facing a double chal
lenge in 1995," he told the 50 mem
bers who attended the three-hour 
annual meeting. 

~r. Roffey tabled figures that 
detailed how total general income of 
the parish, including envelope and 

open givings, had dipped - from 
$148,102in 1993,downto$138,292 
last year. To overcome this $10,000 
"dip" and getbackupto 1993 givings 
levels was the first challenge; to then 
successfully go on and bring in an
other $8 ,000 in 1995 was the second, 
he said. 
184 Supported Church Regularly 

Statistical reports presented to 
members showed the total number 
of identifiable givers sustaining the 
Parish increased slightly during the 
past year- from 171 in 1993 to 184 
at year end 1994. 

The largest block of givers -
58, donates between $100 and $500 
a year. Another 36 give between 
$500 and $1,000, while a relatively 
substantial number - 51 members 
- provide more than $1,000. 

The meeting directed 1995 Par
ish Council to study possible new 
sharing arrangements for proceeds 
from traditional parish fund-raising 
events. 

These could potentially contrib
ute to: a) the special capital projects 
that currently get 100% of the net 
from most events; b) the operating/ 
outreach budgets; and c) extra pay
ments on parish mortgages - one 
on the church building and one on 
the rectory. 
Motion Sparks Spirited Debate 

The motion to study new sources 
of supplementary funding to help 
meet the church operating budget 
provoked a lively and lengthy de
bate. 

On one side were those who felt 
that special events should never sub
sidize the operating budget. On the 

can't 111* 
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VESTRY 1995 continued 

other were members who declared it 
was essentially selfish to fail to "look 
beyond ourselves" when we fund
raise - especially since nearly all 
outreach expenditures are taken from 
the church's operating budget, which 
this year will require a stewardship 
campaign to meet. 

Most major parish fund-raising 
events - including the popular an
nual spaghetti and chicken barbecue 
suppers- are currently for the ex
clusive support of capital acquisi
tions for the local church, such as the 
church's recently-purchased new 
organ and electronic piano- which 
together cost $19,500 with all acces
sories. 

Members voted to continue with 
this policy at least through 1995. 
They decided to make the purchase 
of some kind of sound system for the 
church the top fund-raising priority 
for 1995. 

Attendance up Slightly in 94 
A report presented at the meet

ing showed total Sunday service at
tendance edged up slightly -from 
8722 in 1993, to 8931 for all Sun
days in '94. 

Average total weekly attendance 
atthe8:30and 10a.m. worship serv
ices was 168 in 1993 and 172 in 
1994. 

Parish Council Expanded 
The St. Thomas Parish Council, 

which meets monthly to govern 
church affairs between annual meet
ings, will be expanded from 12 to 15 
lay members as a result of two mo
tions which were also passed at the 
meeting. 

One guarantees the Anglican 
Church Women (ACW) a perma
nent representative on the Council 
and the other adds two unaffiliated 
"member-at-large" positions. 

The meeting decided to adjourn 
and delay voting on these two seats 
for several weeks, so interested mem
bers of the parish who did not stay 
for the meeting could come forward 
and be nominated. About 50 parish
ioners- representing only 29% of 
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the church's current average total 
Sunday attendance of 172 members 
-attended the three-hour meeting. 
But this had dwindled to half that 
many by the time the lengthy session 
adjourned at 2:15p.m. 

Others newly-elected or 
reconfirmed for continued service 
on Parish Council for the Year 199 5 
were: 
Rector: Rev. Ross Moulton 
Rector's Warden: 
William Passmore 
People's Warden: 
Marilyn Johnston 
Deputy Warden & Chair, Parish 
Council: Margaret Stone 
#Anglican Church Women: 
* Phyllis Lumsden 
Christian Community Rep': 
* Brian Smith 
Worship & Liturgy Rep': 
Georgina Purchase 
Sunday School & Youth Ministries 
Rep': *Marjorie Whalen 
Vestry Clerk: Luc Faucon 
Treasurer: Cheryl Jefferies 
Property Manager: Tom Sandor 
Synod Rep': AI Roffey 
Synod Rep': Robin Tilgner 
Synod Rep': *Joanna Passmore 
Outreach Coordinator: 
Barbara Bottriel 
#Member at Large #1: 
TO BE ELECTED 
#Member at Large #2: 
TO BE ELECTED 
Footnotes: 
* = Elected New member in 1995 
#=Position newly created for 1995 

Break-ins Cause Concern 
Parish members Roger Stone 

and Ernie Boyd- an engineer and a 
retired policeman respectively -
reported briefly on the major find
ings of the security survey of the 
church building they undertook af
ter the recent break-in. 

They outlined possible meas
ures St. Thomas could take, such as 
tough-coating certain vulnerable 
windows with a highly smash-re
sistant transparent overlay; improv
ing locks; installing bars, and install-

ing a remotely-monitored alarm sys
tem. 

Parish Council will be follow
ing up on specific measures to im
prove security -including possible 
local buy-in to a diocesan-wide 
scheme to install electronic alarm 
systems with 24-hour-a-day moni
toring in every church in the diocese. 

Security hardware and related 
building improvements were added 
to a parish shopping list of possible 
projects for which future fund-rais
ing might be undertaken. Other items 
on the suggested list members put 
forward included air-conditioning 
the church, installing shelving in the 
nursery and making extra payments 
on the mortgage. (See- and vote on 
-full list elsewhere in this issue.) 
No Alcohol on Church Premises 

Unless new information is 
brought forward, or proponents 
strengthen their case for allowing 
alcoholic beverages to be served on 
church premises, the issue appears 
dead at St. Thomas. Vestry voted the 
church will stay "dry." 

It unanimously accepted a fact
finder's report from member Tom 
Sandor in which he declared there 
were two main reasons why the 
church should not allow alcohol on 
premises. 

First, he wrote, it would double 
the parish's liability insurance costs, 
for parish-sponsored events, and tri
ple them if the church was to allow 
outside groups to serve alcohol. 

Mr. Sandor's second set of con
cerns related to the expensive modi
fications to church plant which he 
felt a permissive policy for alcohol 
would require. He warned that ex
panded washroom facilities would 
have to be added and security meas
ures- such as new locks- would 
probably have to be undertaken to 
restrict access to areas of the church 
other than the hall where alcoholic 
beverages might be served. 

Mike Bryan 
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One week, a little after Christ
mas, I was standing at the front of 
the main Sunday School hall , look
ing out at all the children who had 
gathered. A mental image of the 
"tribbles" came to mind. All you 
"trekkies" out there will remember 
the famous episode where these 
soft and cute creatures, loved by 
all, started to multiply until the 
place was literally covered, wall to 
wall, with tribbles. Well, our Sun
day School seems to be undergoing 
a similar situation; there seem to be 
kids everywhere, wall to wall in 
fact. Unlike the tribbles, however, 
we've no intention of "transport
ing" the children anywhere. In fact, 
our cute and cuddly little beings are 
more than welcome to stay and 
continue to grow with us in God's 
love. Sometimes it does get a little 
crowded, but we are more enter
prising in our ability to accommo
date one and all. At St. Thomas 

Sunday School, the more the mer
rier! 

Though I once again missed 
the Christmas Pageant (due to our 
annual tour of the 401), I under
stand that it was indeed something 
to behold. I am told there were a 
number of creatures represented, 
including a camel. This, I wish I 
had seen. In any case, thanks are 
extended to those who took part in 
any way, especially Chris Ritchie, 
Donna Moulton, Georgina Pur
chase and Mary Passmore. 

Recently 17 children from the 
Sunday School class took part in a 
4-week instruction leading to the 
"Religion in Life" badge offered 
through the Brownie/Guide and 
Cub/Scouting movement. (See ar
ticle elsewhere in this issue.) Many 
thanks are extended to Lesley An
drews for volunteering to lead this 
large group of children towards the 
successful completion of the pro
gram. 

We have two more units of 
classes left in this session, the first 
running through the Lenten season 
(March 5 - April 9) and the last 
April16- June 4. We require a few 
more teachers for some groups and 
I would ask each of you to consider 
teaching for a few weeks. Some 
people like to teach a class of which 
their child is a part; others prefer 
not to teach their own children. 
Whatever your preference, I am 
sure we can accommodate you. All 
supplies are provided and the cur-

riculum guides you throughout. We 
do offer an informal summer ses
sion for which we will also require 
volunteers. This will begin on June 
25 (June 11 is the Sunday School 
picnic, and June 18 is the Ecumeni
cal service of Villagefest). 

If you are a registered family, 
you should have received a copy of 
a Sunday School "Help Wanted" 
survey. If you haven't already done 
so, I would ask you to complete this 
and return to me at your earliest 
convenience. This will be my third 
and last year as Sunday School 
Coordinator. I should very much 
like to leave the program covered 
in all areas. All the areas of respon
sibility are out lined on the survey. 
If many people become involved, 
the job should not be too much for 
any one individual to handle. I can 
tell you that the people who are 
already involved comprise a great 
group and it has been my pleasure 
to work with them. We are ex
tremely fortunate, as a parish, to 
have so many children involved in 
our program, and in order for these 
numbers to continue to grow and in 
order for us to maintain the active 
program that we already enjoy, we 
will need several individuals to 
come forward. I am confident that 
with God's help, the program will 
continue to attract dedicated vol
unteers. 

Judy Starr 

Support the Food Bank 
Every third Sunday of the month, 

Sunday School celebrates "caring and 
sharing" week. This is the one Sun
day of the month where the children, 
on a rotating group basis, correspond 
with our Egyptian foster child. This 
is also the Sunday that the children 
are asked to bring in items of food to 

Page 8 

support others in our community who 
are less fortunate. It seems that the 
local food bank is currently experi
encing a shortage of many food items. 
Please try to remember to bring in 
your food. We can certainly accept 
items any Sunday, not just on the 
third! We have been trying to bring 

in items suitable for packed lunches, 
as well as items children would en
joy. Suggested items are: peanut but
ter, crackers, canned fruit or pudding 
cups, cereal, etc. An invitation is 
extended to all members of the par
ish to support this most worthy cause. 

Judy Starr 
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Make a 
Joyful Noise! 

Some of you will be aware that 
a small singing group has recently 
sprung up from within our church 
family. We have sung at various 
services over the last few months. 
We are very happy and excited in 
our new ministry. It has long been 
a dream of mine to form such a 
group. I see our role and calling as: 
1. To introduce more informal, 
lively contemporary music to our 
services. 
2. To (at the moment) sing contem
plative songs during communion . 

3. To (soon, we hope) lead in 
informal praise and worship at any 
opportunity. 

We're still learning together, 
but for all of us it is a rewarding and 
fun experience, and we look to God 
to guide us as he opens up new 
opportunities. We practice every 
week at the church, usually on 
Wednesdays from 8-10 pm. 

We welcome your feedback, 
comments, suggestions, criticisms, 
pats-on-backs or whatever! And we 
are looking for ideas for a name for 

our group, so please let us know 
your suggestions! Let us keep the 
lines of communication open! 

In Christ, 
Mary Passmore, Phil Dawes, 

Don Double, Kathryn Witney, 
Don Purchase. 

Religion in Life: ~995 
Seventeen St. Thomas youth w ork toward emblem 

Guiding and Scouting thrives 
in our community of Stittsville. In
deed, in some areas, demand ex
ceeds the capacity of the groups. It 
seems that parents and young peo
ple alike, recognize and appreciate 
the experiences offered by the Guid
ing and Scouting movements . 

The values originally taught 
were firmly grounded in Christian 
tradition, and subsequently, ex
tended to embrace other doctrines. 
Sadly, perhaps reflecting modern 
lifestyles, there has been a change 
in emphasis within the organiza
tions. We still struggle to teach 
values and maintain standards of 
behaviour and tolerance, but avoid 
involving religion in all but a few 
of our activities. Indeed, Guides 
now have a choice to promise "to 
be true to my god or faith", the 
ambiguity intended to offend no
one. 

The Religion in Life emblem is 
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available to qualified Guides and 
Scouts to wear on their uniforms as 
an outward sign of their faith. Rela
tively few of our members in Stitts
ville wear the emblem. As Guide 
and Scout Week and Thinking Day 
(February 22) approached, when 
we traditionally remember Lord and 
Lady Baden-Powell and our broth
ers and sisters around the world, I 
decided that some of our young 
people at St. Thomas' might be 
interested in fulfilling the Religion 
in Life program. Having offered to 
teach the required class, I was sur
prised, and not a little delighted, to 
be confronted by a group of seven
teen young people (I had expected 
three or four). 

We have spent four lively 
weeks investigating the required 
material, and our thanks go to Ross 
for his encouragement and support, 
and to Judy and the church school 
teachers for their tolerance of the 

disruption caused to the Sunday 
School classes. The children have 
worked with determination and 
enthusiasm and have produced ex
cellent project folders. At. St. Tho
mas' we now have thirteen young
sters who have successfully com
pleted stage one, and four who have 
completed the more searching stage 
two. We also have four Leaders 
who qualify at the adult level. 

It has been a privilege to be 
able to help these young people 
formalize some of their ideas and 
very uplifting to see their enthusi
asm. We now have seventeen more 
Cubs, Scouts, Brownies and Guides 
in Stittsville who openly demon
strate to others their commitment 
to the Christian way of life. 

Lesley Andrews 
Brown Owl, 

14th Stittsville Brownies 
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"Toto, I don't th ink 
we're in Kansas anymore." 

This quote, more than any other, 
sums up the symposium, "Build
ing Proclaiming Communities", 
which took place in the Diocese of 
Ottawa on January 6th and 7th. 
More than 300 clergy and laity from 
all areas of the Diocese were gath
ered and were challenged, ener
gized and entertained by the Rever
end Loren Mead, rector of St. 
Alban's Episcopal Church, Wash
ington, D.C., founder of the Alban 
Institute, Bethesda, Md., and au
thor of numerous books on the state 
of the church, including two that 
are highly recommended, "The 
Once and Future Church" and 
"Transforming Congregations for 
the Future". 

Your parish was represented 
by Peggy Beckett, Marilyn 
Johnston, Margaret Stone and 
Robin Tilgner who together will be 
recommending to parish council 
some actions that will hopefully 
enrich the ongoing life of St. Tho
mas. "Not again!", I hear you cry. 
"We've been questioned and sur
veyed and liturgically-adjusted to 
the limits of our patience." This 
gathering, however, not only helped 
us to understand the position of the 
whole church in the world today, 
but helped us to measure our own 
parish against others, and to see the 
useful things that could be done to 
help our activities here, as well as 
affirming and supporting each other 
wherever we are in our Christian 
growth. 

The fact is that the church is in 
transition . The institution that we 
have had, roughly since the 4th c, is 
no more, and if we are to survive 
into the 21st c. it will be as a Chris
tian church rebuilt to fill the needs 
of its members and the world. It 
will require enormous courage and 
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vision and we can expect anger and 
pain, tensions and conflict and more 
of the bewilderment and disorien
tation that many of us are experi
encing now. At the same time, more 
than ever, we need Christ's essen
tial teachings of tolerance and love 
as we minister to each other. Some 
of the tensions we are experiencing 
in our churches are part of the 
change, as is the anger at those who 
ask the questions. 

"The fact is that the church is 
in transition. The institution 
that we have had, roughly 
since the 4th c, is no more, 
and if we are to survive into 
the 21st c. it will be as a Chris
tian church rebuilt to fill the 
needs of its members and the 
world." 

Loren Mead compares where 
we are today to the early Christian 
church of the 1st c. in which indi
viduals were called to be in an 
apostolic group. Anywhere outside 
that immediate support group was 
a hostile environment where one 
was soon in mission and knew that 
one might also be martyred. Our 
mission frontier is also at the door 
of our churches and although not 
surrounded by a hostile world in 
the West we are surrounded by an 
ambiguous world that is not Church. 
Everyone is a frontline participant 
and being a member of a congrega
tion can no longer be a spectator 
sport. Part of the work that we will 
have to do is to develop an nder
standing of personal mission and 
how each of us has a valid ministry 
where we are in our lives. There is 
a natural diversity within our con
gregations and while we are help
ing people to ground their faith we 

can focus on small acts - reaching 
out, being with them quietly, let
ting them know that God is as close 
as the ground we walk on. We need 
to work on an awareness of those 
around us, to take a "heads-up" 
approach to our Christian lives- as 
Loren Mead suggested, "to think 
expectantly about life." 

By the 4th c. in the western 
world it was legal to be a Christian. 
Parishes were established as geo
graphical areas. One was born into 
Christianity and all life supported 
this - at least this was the mindset. 
Mission was important but it was 
far off at the edge of Empire and 
done by professionals. It was hard 
to separate Church and government, 
and powerful forces built the church 
we have inherited. However they 
built the church for their time, and 
we must rebuild a strong church for 
our time. Our faith community is 
now one of committed, intentional 
fellowship, and the laity, instead of 
being spectators and supporters are 
moving into the role of primary 
ministry. This is the job we are 
called to do. 

One exercise in which we took 
part was to identify someone who 
had made a difference in our lives, 
and to draw from that experience 
how people who have received 
something from God pass it on to 
others. We care, love, challenge, 
act and try to make a difference -
for Christ's sake. Proclaiming com
munities call, empower, support and 
send their members into the world 
around them. After our primary 
task of recognizing the Christian 
ministry that we live out in our 
lives everyday - within our fami
lies, in our workplaces and schools, 
and in our leisure time - we then 
looked at identifying the "some-

can't "• 
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thing" in the world that calls us to a 
particular kind of ministry at dif
ferent times in our lives - a kind of 
"moral velcro" was the phrase used 
by Loren Mead. We need to be 
open and sensitive to this pull and 
we need support from our congre
gations to do this. 

Check page 6 of the February 
Crosstalk to see where you are in a 
wide range of valid spaces for your 
ministry. Perhaps spiritual growth 
through study is your priority - we 
were told that we need to "go deep", 
as well as those who are called to 
the organizational corporate aspects 
of religion. Perhaps an awareness 
of the pain in your community calls 
you to social action or perhaps you 
are one of the anonymous saints of 
our faith community who quietly 
pursues the road that leads to our 
reunion with God. Any position on 
the continuum is valid, although 
tensions can arise from the pull of 
the more extreme. The job of the 
church as an institution is to help its 
members find what is calling them 
and to help them stay in touch with 
the cross of Christ. The job of the 
congregation is to hold the centre 
for those with a strong personal 
mission and to help our people get 
as far out as possible. 

The next segment was " a 

healthy church is a growing 
church" and we identified four ar
eas necessary for growth: 
a) Obviously the church will die 
without replacing numbers. 
b) Each-member growth is needed 
in understanding faith, growing as 
a spiritual human being and in vo
cation. 
c) We need growth as a corporate 
entity. 
d) We need to experience the 
growth of increasingly taking the 
faith outside the religious commu
nity. 

In our table group as a parish 
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we were able to identify areas in 
our own church that needed action 
based on some of Loren Mead's 
suggestions. Do we maintain con
tact with the newly-married? Do 
we reach out to newcomers in our 
community who are between 
churches? Many churchgoers get 
lost to the wider church as they 
move into new neighbourhoods. 
Do we treat our older members as a 
resource? Have we ever asked them 
if they would like to teach Sunday 
School? Maybe they don't want to, 
but have we asked? We must rec
ognize that as people live longer, 
more productive lives, retirement 
brings a great resource to the church. 
(Loren Mead noted that he had con
sulted a career counsellor at the age 
of 60 to help him plan the next 30 
years!) Do we stay in touch with 
our younger members as they leave 
for university and work or do we 
leave this up to their families? Do 
we use pastoral care with those 
facing life crises other than illness? 
This is one area that needs work to 
discern God's call and may involve 
some risk-taking. Do we acknowl
edge in an appropriate way, those 
who leave the church? Can we set 
up on the Internet? Should we hold 
a parish dinner with Rainbows and 
Crosses and lots of singing? Could 
we set up a phone-link service with 
shut-ins with lay persons adminis
tering the Eucharist, at the same 
time the community is receiving in 
our home church? We can go as far 
as our God-led imagination and 
energy takes us! Then we have to 
ask what happens if our ideas work 
and what happens if they fail. Giv
ing ourselves permission to try and 
fail is important, as is valuing the 
lessons learned from our failures. 
We must recognize that we may 
have church administration, man
agement and leadership with spir
itual depth, but an unhappy congre-

gation who are at all levels of 
growth. We must also recognize 
that we may have a quiet congrega
tion that effects change and 
strengthens the community. We 
must be faithful where we are as we 
build some "institutional muscle". 

As we reached the end of our 
day and a half with Loren Mead 
and each other, like Dorothy in 
'The Wizard of Oz ', we knew we 
had started in one space but that we 
weren't there any more. As God led 
the Israelites into the wilderness 
we may get homesick for the old 
ways. We're in a strange world- as 
though we went to sleep in Jerusa
lem and woke up in Babylon. The 
Israelites knew that they could not 
go back and neither can we. We 
must learn to live the life of faith in 
a new way and as the Israelites did 
in the 70 years following the sack
ing of Jerusalem, begin to define 
who we are while rebuilding the 
church for the next generation. 

We must allow ourselves to 
grieve as did the psalmist, "By the 
waters of Baby Ion we sat down and 
wept, when we remembered you, 0 
Zion." 

At the same time we must be
lieve, as the noted Canadian Angli
can Herbert O'Driscoll states, that 
1000 years hence a circle will exist 
using gestures and phrases which 
we would recognize as central to 
our eucharistic celebration. Bishop 
John wrote in his February Cross
talk editorial that the "good meet
ings in the diocese are exciting . . . 
experiences of pilgrimage. Our 
meetings are to help us to keep 
moving, to stay together, and to 
support each other in the journey of 
faith." God grant that we can con
tinue to do just that in the corning 
years. 

Faithfully, 
Robin Tilgner 

~ 
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The St. Thomas Welcome Mat 
The Parish of Saint Thomas 

extends the welcome mat to these 
recent new additions to our Church 
family . Please say a warm "hello" 
to them first chance you get! 

June & Tony Demers 
3 Cedar Street 

836-3479 

June and Tony moved to Stitts
ville from the Bayshore area of 
Nepean last summer. They have 
been coming to Saint Thomas since 
New Year's, transferring out from 
Christ Church, Bells Corners. The 
couple has two small children -
James, 3 and Sarah, 2. 

June is originally from North 
Bay and Tony is from Fredericton, 
N.B ., but has lived most of his life 
in the Ottawa area. 

What brought them to us? 
"While Tony (working as a 

kitchen designer) was involved with 
new homes being built behind the 
Home Hardware store, we noticed 
what a really nice, quiet commu
nity this was," June explains. 

She commutes to a job with 
Canada Trust in the World Ex
change Plaza in downtown Ottawa. 

Jody Layer 
116 Whalings Circle 

831-8826 

Jody is the daughter of Molly 
and Don Edwards, of Kathleen 
Crescent, Forest Creek, who them
selves joined Saint Thomas just 
one year ago. 

She and her husband, Thomas, 
and son Tristan, 3, have been living 
in the Ottawa area for the past four 
years. But they've just recently 
moved into our parish from Kanata 
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-into a new home in West Ridge 
Estates, on the west side of Stitts
ville. 

Jody is a Montreal native, while 
Thomas hails originally from Al
cove, Quebec, north of Hull. 

The couple met at Bishop's 
University in Quebec's Eastern 
Townships-whereshewas study
ing English and psychology and he 
was pursuing studies in business, 
economics and history. 

Thomas is employed as a prod
uct specialist at Ottawa's booming 
graphics software company, Corel 
Corporation. He spends a lot of his 
time travelling and working with 
the firm's German customers and 
distributors. 

The Layer's are expecting their 
second baby in May. Pending this 
blessed event, J ody keeps busy in 
her spare time working in a chil
dren's clothing store. 

Lynn & Stephen Killen 
RR#3 Carp 

836-1392 

How often have you met a po
lice sergeant who is the mother of 
three children aged six and under? 

O.K., we hear you!! 
So, let us introduce you to Ot

tawa-Kanata OPP Sgt. Lynn Killen, 
who joined our parish family a cou
ple of months ago with her husband 
Stephen. 

Both originally from 
Ganonoque, Ontario, the Killens 
have been in the Ottawa area since 
1987 and recently decided it was 
time to join the church and start to 
get their kids- Stacey, 6, Lianne, 
4 and Mathew, 3 months, involved 
in parish life. 

Stephen is an information sys-

Welcome to St. 
Tllomtts' Cllurcll 

terns specialist with Digital Equip
ment Corporation (DEC) in Kanata. 

Lynn, recently promoted to the 
rank of sergeant, after uniform pa
trol duty with the Kanata (City) 
OPP detachment for several years, 
is assigned to supervise the force's 
No. 11 District Communications 
Centre at Kanata when she returns 
from maternity leave. 

Staffed mostly by civilian dis
patchers and complaint-takers, the 
centre is responsible for fielding 
emergency calls from the public 
for dozens of area OPP detach
ments; radio communications to and 
from patrol units throughout a huge 
area of Ottawa-Carleton and East
ern Ontario; and computer/com
munications and database (crimi
nal and vehicle record check) op
erations. 

Spaghetti 
Supper 
April30 
4-7:30 

pm 

Mike Bryan 

People's Pulpit 



Twenty-six members enjoyed 
the Christmas potluck lunch at the 
home of Non Roffey in December. 
Afterwards, we discussed the ba
zaar and ways to improve various 
aspects for the coming year. Karen 
Julian volunteered to coordinate the 
1995 Bazaar and presented some 
innovative ideas! 

The folks at Nelson House were 
delighted with the gifts from our 
Woolly Tree, which were deliv
ered December 21. Thanks to all 
who contributed. 

What's ahead? At present we 
are sewing the 5" afghan squares 
together (had to have a special 

meeting for that and sixteen mem
bers were present). When com
pleted, the afghans will be sent 
with the Bales for the North or 
delivered for use at Nelson House. 
Bales for the North will be packed 
in Ottawa at St. Thomas, Alta Vista 
on May 24. Please mark your cal
endars for the Bazaar on November 
4, 1995. 

The ACW Open General Meet
ing in honour of the U.N.' s lnterna
tional Year of Tolerance for men 
and women of all faiths is Satur
day, February 18 from 9:00am-
3:30 pm at St. Mark's Anglican 
Church on Fisher A venue. 

The Annual General Meeting 
of the ACW of the Ottawa Diocese 
will be held at St. John' s, Smiths 
Falls on Wednesday, May 10. 

Officers for 1995 are as fol
lows: 

Used Clothing and Toy Sale 

On Saturday, February 4th, a 
Children's Used Clothing and Toy 
Sale was held in our Parish Hall in 
order to raise funds for supplies and 
toys for the Church Nursery and 
"Moms and Tots" playgroup. From 
all accounts, this sale was a great 
success! Not only were the sellers 
able to go home with fewer boxes, 
but there were many happy buyers, 
too. It was definitely the place to be 
if you were looking for gently used 
kids ' clothes, toys and baby equip
ment at excellent prices. 

The kitchen was open for busi
ness, too. Coffee, tea, juice, pop 
and delicious home-made muffins 
were offered for sale, again with 
any profit going towards the pur
chase of new equipment and toys. 

All in all, it was a great day. We 
were able to purchase some won
derful "new" toys for the children 
to enjoy, as well as a new, sturdy 
change table. In addition, there is 
still money set aside to purchase a 
larger item (perhaps a kitchen set, 
workshop centre or doll house). 

President: Phyllis Lumsden 
Vice-President: Karen Julian 
Secretary: Nona Steadman 
Treasurer: Elsie Standing 
Devotions: Blanche Douglas 
Meeting Refreshment Convenor: 
Non Roffey 
Bazaar Convenor: Karen Julian 
Parish Council Representative: 
Phyllis Lumsden 

I am pleased to be part of Par
ish Council, representing the ACW. 
This will be a new experience for 
me and I look forward to an inter
esting year. 

A warm welcome is extended 
to all interested ladies to join us in 
the Council Room on the first Mon
day of each month at 1:30 pm. 
Please come and enjoy the fellow
shipoftheSt. ThomasACW group. 

Phyllis Lumsden 

Many thanks to everyone who 
helped out - your efforts were 
greatly appreciated. 

Barbara Schizkoske 
Edna Cooke 

P.S. Please stay tuned to future 
issues of the People's Pulpit for 
details on the fall sale! 

Why are there Ads in the People's Pulpit? 
Up until late 1993, the editor 

did all the editing, typing, laying 
out, photocopying and collating of 
the People 's Pulpit. About half that 
time, the photocopier broke down 
during the production run, denying 
its use to the rector and office staff. 
When the editor had a baby and 
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found the time requirement too 
much, we had a look at the produc
tion situation and decided to split 
editorial duties from production 
work (photocopying & collating), 
and contract out the prod ction. As 
the church was experiencing finan
cial problems at this time, the deci-

sian was made to entertain ads in 
the People's Pulpit to help pay for 
the increased costs. So none of the 
ad money is used for other pur
poses in the church. 

Just thought you ' d want to 
know. 

Pete Torunski 
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Volunteers in Mission Project 

A family from the Diocese of 
Ottawa is planning to respond to a 
call to work in Ecuador. Michael 
and Lyndal Neelin, members of the 
Parish of Clarendon in Western 
Quebec, are hoping to go to South 
America as part of the National 
Church program, Volunteers in 
Mission. The Neelins write: In the 
mountainous South American 
country of Ecuador, the Anglican 
Church is working to be good news 
for God's people in a very real way. 
A new partnership between the 
church and the people is springing 

to life. Its focus is education. Bishop 
Neptali Larrea of the Diocese of 
Central Ecuador identifies educa
tion as a priority. Between a limited 
education provided by the state and 
an unattainable private-school edu
cation, there is a need for quality 
affordable education and especially 
for a school which teaches both 
Spanish and English to young Ec
uadorians. The Diocese has re
sponded by opening La Escuela 
Canterbury, a primary school in the 
capital city, Quito. 

In order to fulfill the need for 

Thou Shall not Steal!! 
The commandment was broken 

last January when person or persons 
unknown forced an entry into the 
church basement and stole our TV, 
VCR and the new amplifier for the 
organ. The loss to us is $3000, most 
of which ($2500) we will have to 
fund ourselves because the insur
ance deductible is $2500. So what 
are we going to do about it?? 

First, we obviously need to re
place the stolen items. We need the 
amplifier for our new organ so that 
we can "worship in spirit and in 
truth". We need the TV and VCR for 
our educational programs for adults, 
youth and children. We have made 
allowance for this in our annual 

budget, so please remember this as 
you evaluate your giving. 

Secondly, how do we stop this 
fromhappeningagain?Wewill have 
to take steps to make the building 
more secure without making it Fort 
St. Thomas. We want our building 
to remain as an inviting place, and 
we want members of the community 
to come. A small committee is in
vestigating options. From now on 
please make sure the VCR and TV 
are returned to a locked room (either 
Sacristy or the choir room) and lock 
the doors before you leave if you are 
a person with a key. 

Thirdly, whydidithappen?Why 
do people want to steal? There could 

English-speaking teachers, Bishop 
Larrea has asked the Volunteer in 
Mission programme of the Angli
can Church in Canada for help in 
finding volunteer personnel in 
Canada. Lynda! and Michael 
Neelin hope to go to Ecuador later 
this spring and spend two years 
living and working in Quito. 

The Neelins will be visiting 
with us on Sunday, March 5 and 
will be telling us about their plans 
for going to Ecuador. Please look 
forward to welcoming them to our 
parish. 

be many reasons: greed, unemploy
ment, a challenge. This does bring 
home to us that many are willing to 
do this because they do not know 
Christ and his love for us. The world 
out there needs the message of the 
gospel. We must proclaim by our 
lives and what we say that Jesus 
Christ makes a difference; that he 
meets our needs and that following 
Christ is the way to a meaningful or 
abundant life, as the gospel tells us. 

William Passmore 

Fundraiser: Attention A ll Ladies 
Please join us for an Aloette Skin Care and Make Up Demonstration 

Our beauty consultant will be Mrs. Kim Jansen of Stittsville. 
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Aloette carries a full line of Skin Care, Body Care, 
Sun and Aloe Spa products. 

When: Saturday, March 4, 1995 
Where: St. Thomas' Church Hall 

Time: 1 :00 pm 
Why: 15% of all sales will be donated to St. Thomas' Church Mortgage 

Please come and bring a friend 
Your hostess, 

Joan Read (836-3687) 
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"God th e Trainer" 
How can my life be more in 

tune with Jesus' teachings? Lately, 
I felt it was time for a good fill-up. 
After turning to numerous authors 
to find answers, Joan Norris lent 
me a book called "The Call of the 
Cross" . Through that book I en
countered God the Trainer. I knew 
about God who creates, God who 
redeems and God who empowers 
us. I listen to the sermons in church! 
But, God the Trainer was a new 
discovery for me. 

"The Call of the Cross" is an 
autobiography of Frank Uhlir. This 
man ' s life really shook me. Frank 
Uhlir was born in Czechoslovakia 
in 1900. After a career in teaching, 
he became a parliament member 
and a cabinet minister in the gov
ernment. Financially and politically 
his life was secure, successful, etc., 
until 1938. 
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Easter 
Flowers 

The invasion of his country by 
Hitler, and later the communist coup 
d'etat in 1948 disturbed his life 
(more like destroyed it twice!). He 
went from power and fame to feel
ing lost, helpless and defeated. He 
became political prisoner no.181. 
He learned about humiliation, hun
ger and fright and became suicidal 
twice. He notes that when the crisis 
came, he lacked the resources and 
inner power to face the world with
out fear. While in prison, he had 
several deep spiritual experiences. 
He found freedom from self-cen
tred ambition, fear and bitterness. 
A new life germinated in those deep 
spiritual experiences in his prison 
cells. 

He had been broug t up be
lieving in God and being part of a 
church. However, when his career 
was at its peak, he did not trust 
Christianity any more because he 
knew too many bad Christians
(sound familiar?). 

During his last time in prison, 
his "masters" kept on moving him 
from cell to cell. He ended up in a 
cell with a window (a room with a 
view, we could say). One night 
some unknown people came and 
rescued him. When he asked them 
why they risked their lives, their 
answer was, "We are Christians 
and for us this is the thing to do." 
Simple enough? Then one day when 
he was really overcome by the hor
ror of hopelessness, something 
strange happened. Walking in 
Krakow, he saw a simple wooden 
cross on the side of the road that 
drew him like a magnet. He fell to 
the ground, unable to pray. 

Persons wishing to provide 
flowers for the Sanctuary at Easter, 
please sign the Altar Flower Calen
dar in theN arthex. Cards and enve
lopes are available by the calendar 
and should be used in making do-

After Krakow came the refu
gee camp, followed by immigra
tion to London, U.K. and then 
Canada where he started his new 
life as a dishwasher. Through his 
book, Dr. Uhlir describes all the 
"events" of his life and reveals how 
God was training him for his future 
mission in Canada. He ended up 
teaching University, he became an 
Anglican priest, and he founded 
Temple Pastures Mission. His 
teaching, lectures and meetings 
have reached and helped a great 
number of people. 

As mentioned in the book, 
"There were many years that I was 
not aware of the presence of the 
Lord, but he was always aware of 
me!" Another sentence that I found 
extraordinary is, "Many times in 
my life I was frightened by the 
darkness which engulfed me. I cried 
out to Him without knowing that it 
was just in those moments that He 
was nearest to me." 

Dr. Uhlir and his wife's lives 
were truly extraordinary! Such a 
succession of examples of God's 
intervention and manifestation! 
God calls us to all sorts of ministry, 
using our individual and unique 
gifts. 

I have chosen not to reveal too 
much of the book, so as not to ruin 
your reading. Joan Norris donated 
the book to our church library, so 
you can find it in the parish office. 
To quote Loren B. Mead, like Jesus 
"He responded to the needs of the 
people around him." 

Good reading! 
Denise Torunski 

nations. Please place envelope con
taining completed card and cheque 
or money in offertory plate . 
Cheques should be made out to "St. 
Thomas' Church Flower Fund". 
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///////////////////// 

''''''''''''"''''''' 
Thanks ••..• 

Thanks to all parishioners who 
contributed clothes and gifts for Cen
tre 454 and for TheW ell/ La Source, 
the women's shelter run by the dio
cese. We took all items directly to 
them and they were most grateful. 
Your outreach money was also used 
to buy over a hundred dollars worth 
of bus tickets for the clients of Centre 
454 and twenty pounds of coffee, 
and some sugar and tea for their 
drop-in centre. 
Brazil .•... 

We began this year by contribut
i.ng $500 to Heather and Andrew 
Finton toward their third and final 
year to be spent in Brazil at the boys' 
group home in Pelotas. Sylvie Dawes 
and I went down to the Cathedral in 
December to meet them when they 
were in Canada on leave. They 
showed slides of their home and ex-

Outreach Report 
periences and talked to us about some 
of the joys and difficulties they have 
had. They have found it very de
manding looking after the boys and 
trying to get positive programs going 
in agriculture and they have very 
much appreciated the support of the 
parishes back in Ottawa and the area. 
Chernobyl ..... 

We have also offered $800 to
ward the sponsoring of a child from 
Chernobyl in Belarus to come to 
Stittsville this summer. This money 
is used to cover transportation costs 
to bring the child over. A member of 
our parish is considering looking af
ter a child and we will let you know 
when this is finalized. These chil
dren are still suffering from t e ef
fects of radiation caused by the 1986 
Chernobyl nuclear accident. 
'Bearing witness to God's healing 
love in a broken world' .... . 

This is really the purpose of the 
Primate's World Relief and Devel
opment Fund. Our parishes are all 
being asked to find out more about 
what PWRDF does and how we can 
feel more involved with international 
relief work. There is a new video 
which includes film from refugee 
camps in Tanzania, in Rwanda and 
Burundi. I hope to get this for our 
parish so we can get a better under
standing of the people we are trying 
to help through the money we sent to 
PWRDF and feel more connection 
with those people. 
Local Outreach ..... 

If any of you have suggestions 
as to how our parish might take spe
cific actions for local outreach, we'd 
appreciate it if you could call either 
Sylvie Dawes, Elsie Standing or 
Barbara Bottriel with your ideas. 

Barbara Bottriel 

Vision TV Promotes Community 

Traditional commercial TV -
with its emphasis on making a quick 
buck through formula reliance on 
such tried and true programming el
ements as violence, soap operas, fatu
ous "talk" shows, lowest common 
denominator values, and negative, 
conflict-obsessed news reporting
tends to promote passivity and al
ienation amongst people. It sure 
doesn't provide much to elevate or 
enrich the spirit! 

But Canada's non-profit, multi
faith TV network- VISION, is in 
the business of celebrating and pro
moting the roles of "people doing 
things together." So says Walter 
Pitman, former director of the On
tario Institute for Studies in Educa
tion (OISE) and a member of VI
SION's board of directors. 

In an article in the current edi
tion of the cable network's program 
guide, Pitman says talk of the com-
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ing 500-channel TV universe comes, 
ironically, at the very time when there 
is much talk of the breakdown of 
community and family life and the 
societal effects of these breakdowns. 
He clearly feels most peoples' TV 
choices have a Jot to do with negative 
social effects. Consider .. . " the im
age of one or two (passive and 
lonely?) individuals, sitting in a rec
room, silent and transfixed," writes 
Pitman. 

But he offers hope in the midst 
of this TV -induced loneliness. "Per
haps the most direct contribution to 
human well-being that television 
could make would be a concentra
tion on community - (showing) 
those things that people can do to
gether," he says. "Communities don't 
have choral societies because they 
are wealthy; they are wealthy be
cause they have choral societies -
or, more precisely, the traditions of 

engagement, trust and reciprocity that 
choral societies symbolize. 

Pitman says VISION is working 
to promote community because al
most every major institution in soci
ety today seems to have problems 
arising from a lack of it: schools 
seem cut off from the expectations of 
parents; traditional churches are los
ing their influence and their mem
bers; unions no longer feel sure they 
speak for the true expectations of 
their members. "The list is endless," 
he says." And every failure, perceived 
or real, leads us to believe that the 
health and well-being of the commu
nity is very much at risk." 

VISION-TV is found in Stitts
ville on Maclean-Hunter Cable Ch 
24. 

Give it a try some evening. It's 
TV that's good for the Spirit! 

Mike Bryan 

People's Pulpit 



What's Your Preference? 
At the Vestry Meeting on Feb

ruary 12, several projects were pro
posed for your consideration. We 
would undertake these projects as 
funds become available through 
special fund raising such as the 
annual Spaghetti Supper and 
Chicken BBQ. 

ranking to reflect your priorities. 
Please assign a score of 11 to the 
one item below (no tie scores please) 
that you feel should be our next 
project. The next most important 
one gets a 10, the next most urgent 
idea gets a 9, etc, down to a 0 for the 
least significant project . 

("Aargg!" says the editor!) and drop 
it off in the Question Box behind 
the last pew in the church by March 
19. 

What we need from you is a Then, cut off this half page Pete Torunski 

___ The installation of an audio loop amplification system for the hard of hearing 
___ The purchase of a cabinet behind the organ to house organ music, amplifier, etc. 
___ The installation of stairs to the balcony in the worship area 
___ The purchase and installation of 2 automatic dishwashers in the kitchen 
___ Paying down the mortgage (By what amount? ) 
___ The purchase and installation of a security system 

The installation of an air conditioner in the church ---
___ The purchase of additional shelving in the nursery room 
___ The purchase of a set of new, different colour choir gowns 
___ The purchase of a freezer for the kitchen 
___ The purchase of a canopy over the side/parking lot stairs into the basement . 
___ To put toward Outreach Programs 

~-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------~-----------------------

Holy Burial 
"Increase our faith, deepen our 

hope, and confirm us in your 
eternal love." 

Marjorie Mildred Sparks 
December 9, 1994 

Evelyn Mary Bennett 
December 27, 1994 

People's Pulpit 

St. John Passion 
Bach' s St. John Passion will be per

formed at St. Matthew's Church (Glebe at 
Bank) on Sunday, March 26 at 7 pm. It will 
be sung by the combined choirs of St. Mat
thew's: the Gentlemen's and boy' choir and 
the Ladies' and girls' choir; and the Men's 
and boys' choir from St. Simeon's Church, 
Toronto. This opportunity to hear some live 
choral music costs $15 for adults, $10 for 
seniors and students. Tickets may be pur
chased from Keldine FitzGerald (836-3970) 
or at the door. 

Take Note! 
Registration forms are now available 

at the parish office for the Ottawa 
Diocese' Summer Adventurers 

canoe-camping programs. 
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_ C Financial 

onceps!uritles _____ _ 

41 Joseph Circle 
Stittsville, ON 
K2S 1B9 
(613) 831-1898 

Holland Cross 
1 1 Holland Avenue. Suite 7 I 5 
Ottawa. Ontario K I Y 4S I 
Telephone (613) 761-7455 
Telefax (613) 761-7456 

Bruce Kerr, B.A., c.F.P. 

MORLEY E. PAGET 
Insurance Broker 

FEED & SEED (1982) LTD. 

6001 Hazeldean Road 
Stittsville, Ontario 
KOA 3GO Office: 836-6880 

FOR THE BEST 
IN MANAGEMENT TRAINING 

Supervisory Principles & Practices 
Train the Trainer 

Life, Disability and Group Insurance, RRSP'S, RRIF'S 

Harassment Awareness & Management 
Time & Stress Management 

STEPHENS AUTO WRECKERS 

WE BUY WRECKS 
We pick up complete cars free 

Used Auto Parts f~ Lot 20, Concession 10, 
Stittsville, Ontario Training, Doeuotentation and Quality Assurance 

BOOSTING & TOWING 

Bus: 836-2442 
Res: 836-5990 
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Prop. Norm Stephens 

Peler A Torunsld 
President 

[613} 836-5295 

Compliments of 

Pet FoOd Plus 
14 locations to serve you 

Kanata store located in 
Van Leeuwen Centre 

(next to LOEB's) 
831-0556 

120 Elm Oescent 
Stiltsvile. Ontoio 

K2S IPI 

People's Pulpit 



lHOMAS CONSTRUCTION 
• Repairs • Custom Cabinets 
• Renovations • Bathrooms 
• Additions • Mouldings 
• Rec Rooms • Decks 

-Professional Workmanship of the Highest Quality-

JOHN THOMAS 
Licensed Carpenter (613) 836-1457 

l4J The Mutual Group 

Ross Kennedy 

333 Preston St .. Suite 800 
Ottawa. Ontario K IS 5N4 
Bus. 567-9700 Res. 836-3193 
Fax. 230-7450 

Agent fo r Mutual Life of Canada 

AVON 
Save time for your family and friends 

Shop AVON! 
Gifts, skin care, fashions and more! 

Call me for the latest brochure 

Leah Thomas 836~1457 

~) 
')'~ BRADLEY'S 

"YOUR INDEPENDENT GROCER" 

Full Service Supermarket 
Deli - Fresh Meat - Floral 

Bakery - Produce - No Name 
and President's Choice Products 

Stittsville Shopping Centre 
(613) 831-3123 

1300 Main Street 

STORE HOURS 
MON-SAT8am-9pm,SUN10am-5pm 

People' s Pulpit 

J(fftfine :ritz (jera[c£ 
Freelance Writer 

(Including Technical Writing) 

Res. (613) 836-3970 Off. (819) 953-2051 
32 Elm Crescent, Stittsville, Ontario K2S 1 P6 

Custom printed pens, magnets, 
mugs, t-shirts, caps, binders -
anything a logo can go on! 

Trish lrwin-Kitt 
Tel: (613) 831-7047 

Fax: (613) 831-7048 

ONTARIO AND CANADA LAND SURVEYOR 

PAUL A. RIDDELL, O:L.S., C.L.S. 

5 - 77 Auriga Dr. 
(Rideau Heights Business Park) 
Nepean, ON K2E 7Z7 
Tel: (613) 225-8513 
Fax: (613) 225-9816 

P.O. Box 721 
Stittsville, ON K2S IA9 

Tel: (613) 836-2392 

D.C.G. ENTERPRISES 

DON C. GILLEN AMWAY DISTRIBUTOR 

12 MEADOWMIST COURT 
. STITTSVILLE, ONT ARlO K2S 189 

(613) 836-2229 

This could be your spot! 

Please call Pete Torunski at 
836-5295 if you would like 

to place an ad here. 
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kids' page 

The Temptation of Jesus 
Luke 4:1-13 

Read the Scripture, then circle each word from the word bank hidden in the puzzle. Words may appear 
forward or backwards, moving up, down, or diagonally. 

R I M 0 0 G N I 
. . ·: .. p w 0 R H T w G 0 y T R .. . .. . . . 

• : 0 ... 0 

. . .. . . . . 
L 0 p p 0 R T u N E L L E ... . . . 

~ E G R w E N 0 L A R s y H I 
. . .. .N H s R E p T H R E s L F v 0 • • 0 •• 

• • .. • •• .. 0 

0 •••••• 

..... ·o E H I H D R 0 0 p y 0 T u E > :::: :=?:.::··:-::-::.· 
0 s I T A F H G I H u N G R y ••• 0 ••• 0 

... ·.· 

R T p T N 0 R R G 0 X D A N L 

L v E D 0 D N A M M 0 c L 

N T 0 N s T E M p T E 0 0 s u ·.· .. . .. . . . 
. . . .. . 

. :·0:.0·.· .. A s u s E J v 0 s 0 E 0 R L F 
. . . •. . . . .. .. 

. . · .. . . . .. ·. ·. 
D E E R N T I M E A v L 0 E E . . . . . 

~J 
. . 

R T v E 0 N G H E R M L G .· .· . 
.. ·. . . .. .. .. 

0 0 p u T N L 0 E R E w s N 

J E R u s A L E M 8 s y X A ......___ -
Word Bank 

JESUS BREAD WORSHIP GUARD HOLY SPIRIT ANSWERED LORD 
CAREFULLY WRITTEN GOD LIFT JORDAN LED SERVE 
PUT ALONE JERUSALEM HANDS FORTY HIGH HIGHEST 
STRIKE POINT FOOT TEMPTED LIVE SHOWED TEST 
OPPORTUNE TIM~ THROW COMMAND ANGELS HUNGRY STONE 
TELL KINGDOMS GIVE SPLENDOR LIVED 

Bonus: To discover what Jesus said to Satan, write the uncircled letters on the lines below. (Two X 's are 

not used.) 

j l I 
I ! 
' I 

I i 
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