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The Rector Writes 
of Christmas - a risky business 

An old saying we are all familiar 
with goes like this: "Avoid criticism 
- do nothing." Embodied in this 
phrase is a remarkable truth that fol
lows us for most of our lives. Almost 
every significant thing we do involves 
taking risks. There is the risk that we 
might fail; there is the risk that what 
we have done will be unpopular; 
there is the risk that our vulnerability 
will be seen by the whole world. 
Most of us would be more likely to 
act, take a stand or confront issues if 
we were absolutely confident that 
the outcome would be as we wanted 
it to be. However our experience of 
life tells us that with the best of 
intentions and even with sophisti
cated planning, we are not always 
able to control the outcome of events. 
So, what are we to do? For many the 
choice seems to be clear. A void the 
risks, criticize from the sideli-nes and 
as the old saying goes: "Do nothing." 
For others, conviction rules, and with 
full knowledge of the risks they pro
ceed, take action, and do what they 
feel they are called to do. It is surely 
the later group that we as a race must 
thank for our progress, development, 
and the advances that we enjoy in so 
many parts of our life. Thank God 
for the risk takers! 

Did you ever think of God as a 
risk taker? Surely for God there are 
no risks- things always work out for 
God! Maybe we should think about 
that again. We are coming to the 
Christmas Season. It is the time of 
year when we think of the activity of 
God known, in "church-talk', as the 
"Incarnation." God loved his crea
tion so much that he wanted to bring 
about its full restoration. God wanted 
humanity to experience its true na
ture and know fully what it meant to 
bear the image of God. One pre
sumes there was a limitless number 

People's Pulpit 

of ways God could have achieved 
this end. God chose what is arguably 
the way that involved the greatest 
risk. There were to be no displays of 
power, no shows of majesty, no 
mighty works; there was simply a 
Son- a Son born to meagre parents, 
in an out-of-the-way town, in the 
humility of a stable, and in an ob
scure time in history. There was to 
be no safety net for this Son whose 
name was Jesus. He would enjoy no 
immunity from the jealousy of King 
Herod, the criticisms of the Phari
sees, the disloyalty of his friends, 
and the fickle mood of the crowds. 
The one that God sent into the world 
was to know all the risks of being in 
the world and he was to know the 
weight of those risks as he suffered 
on the cross. God took the risk that 
the world, so loved by God, would 
reject the Son he sent. And the world 
did reject him! 

George Carey, Archbishop of 
Canterbury, recently wrote, "We 
should never doubt nor underesti
mate God's pain in giving us His 
Son. He had already given this world 
so much and He knew that the same 
abuse that His creation had suffered 
would be the fate of His only Son. His 
greatest gift. " 

There are surely two great mes
sages of Christmas. The first is the 
unending and immeasurable love that 
God has for all of us. Nothing else in 
all the universe could explain God 
sending his Son Jesus into the world. 
Nothing but love can motivate such a 
gift. This total giving away of his 
Son Jesus for our sake is surely the 
action of God that St. Paul was talk
ing about in one of the earliest pieces 
of scripture that has come down to 
us: "For you know how generous our 
Lord Jesus Christ has been- he was 
rich, yet for your sake he became 

poor, so that through his poverty you 
might become rich. " (2 Corinthians 
8:9) 

The second great message of 
Christmas is really in the form of a 
challenge. The challenge is that we 
need to be willing to take risks. In 
Jesus we see the divine risk. A risk 
that saw God's own Son rejected by 
those he loved so much, but a risk 
that also transformed the world and 
brought about a new way of life . 
This new way oflife was so dramati
cally different that those who experi
enced it knew they had touched the 
Kingdom of God and only words like 
"eternal' and "everlasting' seem 
adequate to describe it. 

One of the powerful images of 
the Christmas Season is the image 
from the Fourth Gospel of "light 
shining in the darkness." That light 
shines because God took the risk and 
sent Jesus into the world. Each of us, 
as members of Christ, has that light 
within us and that light has the capac
ity to push back some of the darkness 
we find in the world around us. That 
darkness will only be pushed back 
when we are willing to take the risk 
and let the light of Christ within us 
shine for the world to see. 

My wish for you this Christmas 
is that you will know all the joy that 
can be yours because God took a risk 
and sent a child into the world so long 
ago. It is also my wish that you will 
take a· risk and add the light of Christ 
that is in you to the eternal glow of 
centuries of Christian witness. When 
we take the risk we are assured that 
" ... the light shines in the darkness 
and the darkness does not overcome 
it." 

~ Merry Christmas 
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At last, the Christmas issue of 
People's Pulpit! Some of you wrote 
to share your Christmas stories, 
others wrote reports or articles on 
committees or events happening in 
our church community. And a lot 
has been happening this fall! Thank 
you to all who contributed to this 
issue! 

Nowwe'reintotheAdventsea
son, preparing for the celebration 
of the birth of Christ, and for cel
ebrations in times together with our 
loved ones. It is a time of wonderful 
anticipation. Although waiting is 
difficult (especially for the young
est among us), waiting also gives 
us a chance to prepare ourselves for 
special times. 

Many things come to mind, but 
the recent visit of our Bishop, The 
Reverend John Bay croft presents a 

From the Editor's Desk 

good example. He celebrated with 
us a special service combining bap
tisms, a receiving into the Anglican 
communion, confirmations and 
reaffirmations of baptismal vows, 
along with the Holy Eucharist. In 
preparation, those taking part spent 
time considering the meaning of 
what they were about to do, and 
preparing in various ways for this 
special event. They learned what 
their vows and commitments would 
mean, as well as what to expect 
during the service. They entered 
the service with a sense of expecta
tion, and preparedness. As one who 
reaffirmed my baptismal vows dur
ing that service, I can say that for 
me it was special because of the 
chance to publicly declare my faith 
(and its importance in my life) and 
the opportunity to receive God's 
blessing through the laying on of 
hands. 

While, as one person put it to 
me after the service, we all reaffirm 
our baptismal vows during every 
baptism service, there was some-

Evening Meditation 

thing special about having chosen 
to do this, having specially pre
pared for it and having waited in 
anticipation for it! 

In his sermon, Bishop Baycroft 
challenged us as to who (or what) 
sits on the throne in our hearts, 
saying he was first asked this him
self as a young boy. Encouraging 
all of us to let Jesus sit on the throne 
in our hearts, he quoted from an old 
hymn the words, "Come into my 
heart Lord Jesus; there is room in 
my heart for thee. " 

These words seem especially 
fitting now, as we prepare for Christ
mas and the celebration of the com
ing of the Christ child into the world. 
In our busy, hectic lives, we some
times have to stop and consciously 
choose to make room for Jesus, 
because otherwise he can be pushed 
bit by bit right out of our lives. 

Kevin and Trevor join me in 
wishing you, and those you love, a 
wonderful celebration this Christ
mas season! 

Trish Irwin-Kitt 

1 have yet to see the artist who has the talent to paint a sunset. 1 have 
seen dozens of efforts, but to no avail. When a creation of God is "re
created" b y human hand, the attempt falls short. It looks as though it 
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was imagined in the head of the artist. T h e colours look either too 
bright or too dull. The splendour of the setting of the sun is too often 
wasted on those who decide that they have no time to spend on a 

trifle as petty as this. Truth be known, the w onder of a sunset is a gift. 
A gift that has been, and shall be, reopened by all those 

who have the eyes to see it. 
Sophie C.S. Tilgner 

c 
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Share the Joy 
of Christmas Worship 

at St. Thom as 

Sunday, December 18 - Advent 4 
8:30 am Holy Eucharist 

10:00 am The Nativity Story - a pageant pre
sented by the children of the Church School. 

Aduent and Christmas Carol Singing. 

Saturday, December 24- Christmas Eve 
4:30pm Family Service with the Blessing of the 

Creche, Carol Singing and Holy Eucharist. 
7:30pm Sung Eucharis t Lvith Carols. 
10:00 pm Holy Eucharis t with Carols. 

Sunday, December 25- Christmas Day 
9:30 am Holy Eucharist 

Sunday, January 1 - Nam ing of Jesus 
8:30 am Holy Eucharist 

10:00 am Intergenerational Seruice 
with Christmas Caro l Singing 

and Eucharis t 
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Update from the 

Worship and Liturgy Committee 

As most of you have probably 
noticed, our service schedule at St. 
Thomas' has changed; this is be
cause we listened to you! In Sep
tember we sat down and discussed, 
in some depth, the results of the 
survey each of you had the oppor
tunity to help us with in May. It 
seemed that the general consensus 
was that the congregation wanted a 
degree of predictability concern
ing the service schedule; they 
wanted some variety in services; a 
choice of services each Sunday, 
and a service schedule that pro
vided for an expansion of experi
ences. Given this, we discussed the 
possible ways in which this could 
be achieved and came up with the 

Sunday of 
the Month 

1st 

8:30am 

Book of 

schedule below: 
The third Sunday of the month 

was chosen as the "Changing" Sun
day, as this one is the least likely to 
be affected by other events in the 
Church Calendar. This new serv
ice schedule is on a trial period for 
review at Vestry. Please feel free to 
express your opinion to members 
of the committee or the Rector, and 
of course to express your thoughts 
at Vestry come February. I hope 
this report has been of use to each 
of you in organizing your worship 
life in order to achieve the predict
ability, choice, variety and expres
sion of experience that you need. 

Yours in faith, 
Georgina Purchase 

10:00 am 

B.A.S. 
Common Prayer (B.C.P.) 

2nd B.C.P. B.A.S. 

3rd Book of 
Alternative Services 
(B.A.S.) 

B.C.P. (Alternating 
Morning Prayer and 
the Prayer Book 
Eucharist on a Monthly 
Basis) 

4th (&5th) B.C.P. 

St. Thomas Cards 
If you haven't purchased your 

Christmas cards yet, you will want 
to consider buying a new card 
printed by St. Thomas! The front 
of the card is a full color photo of 
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the inside of St. Thomas decorated 
for Christmas. There is a short quote 
from Luke inside along with an 
appropriate holiday greeting. Hasti
notes (blank inside) are also avail
able. Both sell in packages of 10, 
including envelopes, for $7 .50. This 

Good New$ 
Our financial situation is a good 

news story. We have been very en
couraged at the outcome oflast year's 
financial campaign that we have kept 
the commitments that were made. 
Our organ fund has been fully sub
scribed and we are now enjoying this 
wonderful instrument as well as the 
piano. Our general fund finances are 
as follows: At the end of October 
$105,191.13 has been received. 
$37,308.87 is required before year 
end to meet our budget of $142,500. 

We will be conducting a year 
end appeal to encourage those of you 
who like to give in this way. As you 
know we have our second annual 
mortgage payment to the Diocesan 
Extension Fund in December. We 
will also be distributing pledge cards 
to you. This will give us all the 
opportunity to review our giving and 
will assist Parish Council in its finan
cial planning. Please remember the 
church's challenge of proportional 
giving: Our Anglican Church guide
line is 5% of our income to the local 
parish, 5% to other charities. 

However, if 5% is too big a 
stretch, then we can pick our own 
percentage and commit ourselves to 
it. As we give let us remember what 
our faith in the Lord Jesus means to 
us and the great blessings of know
ing him. 

"Do not lay up for yourselves 
treasures on earth, where moth and 
rust consume and where thieves break 
in and steal, but lay up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven .... For where 
your treasure is, there will your heart 
be also." (Matthew 6:19,20) 

William Passmore 

is a wonderful opportunity for you 
to show our beautiful church off to 
your friends and relatives. They 
will be available for sale after both 
Sunday services or you may order 
by calling Barbara Schizkoske at 
831-0492. 
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Memories of 
Christmases Past 

Until 1938, each Christmas at 
our home in Ottawa combined 
mounting expectations, complete 
familial involvement, and a sea
sonal dose of church directed events 
that culminated in the traditional 
Midnight Service. That year disas
ter struck! My youngest brother 
was killed during the Summer, so 
that, unknown to us, 1937 was our 
last yuletide celebration as a full 
family. 

Christmas 1939 was marked 
for me in mid-Atlantic, and of that 
more later! At home my remaining 
brother, in the scarlet full-dress of 
the Royal Military College served 
to brighten the Christmas days for 
our parents. But, that too, was to be 
has last family Christmas. As a 
bomber pilot, he joined me in Eng
land for the 1940 celebrations; and 
just after his next Christmas inN orth 
Africa, he became another of the 
growing statistics as "Missing, pre
sumed killed" over the Mediterra
nean. To the everlasting credit of 
our staunch Christian parents, even 
in their sorrow they continued to 
maintain all the traditional rituals 
each year until the War's end, and 
my return home. Such were family 
values in those sad days. 

Forme, thereafter, my yuletide 
celebrations amounted to four in 
England, one in the bare-bones of a 
troop train between Halifax and 
Ottawa (1942) and the last in war
time was in the ancient Italian city 
of Ravenna, south of fabled Ven
ice. Quite a melange! As for post
War, Christmas 1947 followed one 
week after our marriage-a hectic 
fortnight combining two momen
tous Christian events. There was to 
follow a lonely one in Paris, high
lighted by the full panoply of a 
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traditional French-Canadian gath
ering at the ambassadorial residence 
of General and Madame Vanier for 
dining and dancing-and a few riot 
quite so lonely hours! At other 
times Saigon in South VietNam 
twice provided a very different lo
cale for a hot and steamy day where 
turkey and plum-pudding (flown in 
from Canada a few days before) 
seemed oddly out-of-place. But, 
celebrate we did! 

But, what of 1939, and prob
ably my most memorable Yule
tide? On 23 Dec. '39, I had sailed 
from Halifax harbour in a Polish 
ship, MS Chrobry (later to be sunk 
off Norway) as part of a massive 
convoy carrying much of the 1st 
Canadian Infantry Division over
seas. For my sins as a brand new, 
wet-behind-the-ears, dewy-eyed 
Lieutenant I found myself assigned 
to a table of hard-bitten, roistering 
war correspondents, including the 
legendary Greg Clark of the To
ronto Star Weekly. His name will 
mean nothing to current genera
tions- more's the pity- but those of 
my vintage will readily recall Greg 

. for his part in the weekly chuckle, 
Birdseye Centre, as a team-mate of 
the skilled cartoonist, Jimmy Friese. 

A small, rotund, pixy of a man, 
more akin to an Irish leprechaun 
than a human, Greg had an invinci
ble sense of humour and a never
ending fund of tall tales - some of 
them even true. My education be
gan at this knobby knees! Christ
mas Eve we encountered the start 
of a mid-winter North Atlantic hur
ricane which served to unsettle the 

Eucharist conducted by the colonel 
of theW est Nova Scotia Regiment 
who was also an ordained Anglican 
priest. By dinner the following 
night, the convoy was ploughing 
through seas as rough as I have ever 
encountered. The Polish crew had 
struggled manfully to "deck the 
halls with boughs of ivy" (taken 
aboard in Halifax) even though the 
chairs were bolted to the deck, and 
the tables were framed with barri
ers to prevent the tableware from 
sliding off with each lurch of the 
gallant Chrobry. 

The moment I saw the soup 
sloshing about, my stomach re
belled; but as I rose to leave, Greg, 
from the head of the table, peremp
torily demanded "What's up, young 
Bennett, feel a bit queasy?" Upon 
my feeble acknowledgement, he 
got up, too, and in the same tone 
commanded "Come with me!" At 
the bar he ordered, "Stefan, two 
double champagne cocktails-and 
don't spare the brandy," a mental 
spectacle that did nothing to quell 
my churning innards. Then, in a 
voice not to be denied, he said 
"Bottoms up, young Bennett." 
Down went the fizzy, immediately 
followed by Greg's query; "How 
did that feel?" And I had to admit 
that the turmoil had certainly abated. 
Not to be denied his ultimate tri
umph, he shoved the second glass, 
that I had assumed was his, towards 
me with a second "Bottoms up" 
and like the Sea of Galilee, my 
inner storm subsided. Back to the 
table we staggered to a magnificent 
and most memorable Christmas 
dinner such as I could not have 
enjoyed more. 

Later, Greg confessed that he 
had helped many a friend through 
"mal de mer" in this fashion, and 
had been 95% successful- and the 
other 5% seemed not to care a whit! ! 

Bob Bennett 
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Report from 

Sunday School 

Help Wanted! 
Though all the classes are cur

rently "covered" we have lots of 
vacancies for 1995. The following 
spots are available: 

For the 6 and 7 year old 
"lambs", we have 2 spots available. 
Unit 5 (March 5 -April 9) and Unit 
6 (April30- June 4). For the 8 year 
old "church" group, Unit 4 (Janu
ary 22 - February 26) and Unit 5 
(March 5 - April 9) are available. 
The Peace Doves (9 year olds) re
quire 2 more teachers as do the 
Servers ( 11 year olds). The coordi
nators also require 2 or 3 more 
helpers. If you can help with any of 
these positions, please call Judy 
Starr at 836-3234, or see me at 
church. 

On Saturday evening, October 
22nd the Spring song Choral group 
of 15 members presented a concert 
of modem Christian music at the 
church. It was a beautiful pro
gramme with good variety . The 
members, who come from a variety 
of denominations, volunteer their 
services to various churches and 
organizations as a means of raising 
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Thanks be to: 
* Bert and Margaret Smith for 
supplying us with the transporta
tion for the Stittsville Parade. Close 
to 40 parents and children "sang for 
joy" along the parade route. A great 
time was had by all. * MaryandJoannaPassmoreand 
Elizabeth Gervais for providing the 
musical accompaniment on the pa
rade float. 
* The Roiks, Andrews and Brash 
families for donating furniture (pic
nic tables and chairs) for Sunday 
School. * Edna Cooke for spearheading 
the new 2-3 year old Sunday School 
Program, and to Roger Cooke for 
making the puppet theatre for this 

Springsong Conc ert 
a Great Success! 

funds . 
Our choir made the arrange

ments with the group to raise money 
for the Organ Fund which netted a 
total of $540. 

During the intermission we 
were entertained with beautiful so
los by Barbara Bottriell, accompa
nied by Don Gillen at the organ and 
piano, Morley Paget playing the 

program. * Meredith Roik, Tim Dawes and 
Sophie Tilgner who have recently 
taken part in the Prayers in church. 
Great job guys - we are proud of 
you! 
* Linda Banister for continuing 
to get those birthday club cards sent 
out on time! * All those who have agreed to 
teach Sunday School or be involved 
with the program. Heartfelt thanks 
to you all! 

Judy Starr 

organ and a young local pianist on 
the piano. 

We enjoyed a fine musical pro
gram which helped to demonstrate 
the qualities of our new electronic 
organ and piano. 

Many thanks to our choir and 
the fine Spring song Choral group. 

AI Roffey 

Christmas Greetings 
from the Rectory 

We wish you much joy, love and peace in this 
Holy Season as new light dawns and we rejoice 

again in Emmanuel - God with us. 
Merry Christmas! 

Donna, Ross, Laura and Emma Moulton 
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New Organ and Piano 
Paid tor and performing beautifully! 

Thanks to all who contributed!! 

On behalf of Morley Paget and 
Peter Torunski, I would like to thank 
all members of the congregation 
for supporting the Organ Fund so 
generously. By the ~ime that this 
issue ofthePeople's Pulpit is pub
lished, the Organ and Piano Fund 
will have generated sufficient funds 
to pay for the organ and piano in 
full. The full price for this package 
was $23,540.00. 

With these new instruments, 
we will be able to enlarge the musi
cal spectrum for our services. Our 
traditional, classical and contem
porary music areas will be avail
able for exploration which can en
hance our worship service. 

The new organ will allow for a 
more difficult choir repertoire (as 
the choir expands in numbers and 
ability), greater variety of postludes 
and preludes, as well as a solid 
foundation of sound for congrega-

The ACW would like to thank 
everyone for their support of the ba
zaar. Whether you donated, worked or 
purchased, we say a sincere "thank 
you". The proceeds of $1700 will be 
used for various projects in our parish 
and ACW commitments beyond the 
parish. Again, thanks. 

Once moreitis time for our Woolly 
Tree. All items will be removed on the 
last Sunday of Advent, December 18, 
and will be taken to Nelson House, a 
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tional hymns and singing. The new 
organ allows for a much clearer, 
concise sound that makes it easier 
to hear the different parts of hymns 
and anthems. This clear sound will 
allow people in the congregation 
who may wish to sing their own 
choral parts, to do so with greater 
ease. 

Also, both instruments will be 
available for concerts that either 
our church or outside organizations 
could sponsor. In the past, any 
organization using the church had 
to provide their own instrumenta
tion. 

An interesting feature which 
came with this package is called 
MIDI interfacing. Basically, this 
technology allows for other non
standard sounds to be played 
through the organ. There are a 
number of different instruments 
available. For example: piano, xy-

home for abused women and children. 
If you are not a knitter and wish to help 
decorate our tree, purchased items such 
as mitts, socks or toques are greatly 
appreciated. We are always collecting 
things! With the Christmas season upon 
us, remember to save all your cards, 
too. They are sent to CHEO and used 
for the children's crafts and waiting 
rooms of the hospital. 
Labels • Pop Tabs • Used Stamps! 

Trash or treasure? Campbells , 
Franco American and Swanson Labels 
have been redeemed for computers, 
mini vans, paper clips and crayons by 
the Schools for the Deaf in Puerto Rico 
and El Salvador. 

Used postage stamps are sold in 
bulk to stamp dealers and the proceeds 
pay the administration costs of the 
Leprosy Mission, thereby freeing up 
donors' gifts for their true purpose. 
Labels from Heinz baby food jars have 
a value of 6 cents each to the Chi!-

lophone, tubular bells, tympani, 
clarinet, pan flute, saxophone, cello, 
viola are just some of the extra 
instruments available. Because this 
is a computer, we can also save 
compositions, and other pieces and 
recall them through a sequencer 
mode. 

Once again, thank you very 
much for your support in making 
the acquisition of these instruments 
possible. If you have any special 
requests, and they are appropriate 
for the worship service, perhaps I 
can work them into the service. 

. Thankfully yours, 
Donald Gillen , Organist 

dren' s Hospital of Eastern Ontario. 
Pop tabs are sold as scrap metal 

and the proceeds used to buy wheel 
chairs. 

Eye glasses and hearing aids are 
recycled by the Blind Mission, and 
used greeting cards, ribbons and bows 
are used by the patients at CHEO for all 
manner of crafts. Current magazines 
are always welcome in the waiting 
room. 

Please take a few seconds of your 
time to salvage these items. Boxes are 
provided in the Narthex for drop-off 
and we try to empty them periodically. 

The December 5th meeting of 
ACW will be a Pot Luck lunch and in 
January, we hope to start putting those 
5 inch squares together. Come and join 
us for an afternoon of prayer, work and 
fellowship. 

Phyllis Lumsden 
and Elsie Standing 
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The Bishop's Visit 
Our new bishop visited our 

parish on Saturday, November 26th, 
and had a busy afternoon and 
evening. The Right Reverend John 
Baycroft was here for a service of 
baptism, confirmation, reception, 
reaffirmation and Eucharist. But 
that was just the beginning. He 
stayed on for a potluck supper, then 
for an hour of discussion and a brief 
service of evening prayer. At the 
end of the evening, the bishop said 
he had very much enjoyed the for
mat of his visit. 

After many years as a suffra
gan bishop in Ottawa, Bishop John 
was elected as our diocesan at a 
special Synod meeting last spring. 
He now has to use his time crea
tively because a shortage of money 
has prevented the diocese from tak
ing on another assistant bishop. That 
means he's visiting a lot of parishes 
on weeknights and Saturdays, in 
addition to Sunday mornings and 
evenings. However, he's also try
ing to spend a little more time with 
each parish, during his visits. 

Our church was almost full, as 
the bishop entered Saturday 
evening. Over the next 90 minutes, 
two children were baptised, nine 

Highchairs Needed! 
If you are looking for a good 
home for a surplus highchair, 
we could use some more in the 
church basement (for parish sup
pers, etc). Donations gratefully 
accepted! 

Free Skis! 
Free to a good home: Kneisel 
TXKfibreglas skis, 180cmlong, 
without bindings. Pete Torunski 
(836-7375) 
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people were confirmed, one person 
was received into the Anglican com
munion and six were reaffirmed in 
their faith. Many of those in the 
congregation were family members 
present to witness these important 
events. The bishop also dedicated 
our new organ and piano, giving 
thanks for the life of Jasmine 
Knowles, and he dedicated two 
flower stands in memory of Archie 
Bell. 

Afterwards, about a hundred 
people gathered downstairs for a 
relaxed potluck supper. (It was, 
however, anything but relaxed for 
the hard-working kitchen crew, 
coordinated by Phyllis Lumsden.) 
For a while, it appeared that we 
might have to send out for more 
loaves and fishes, but the potluck 
contributions stretched to feed eve
ryone in the hall. 

After supper, the serving ta
bles were cleared away and the 
bishop sat down with those who 
wanted to stay. He spoke about his 
busy schedule and heavy workload, 
then about his close involvement 
with the Anglican-Roman Catho
lic International Commission. He 
explained that as a boy growing up 

in England, he'd had to choose 
between becoming an Anglican or 
a Roman Catholic. Since then he 
has been interested in bringing the 
two churches together. Here in this 
diocese, he noted that a group had 
formed in Barrhaven to plan wor
ship services there, and he hoped 
parishes would help foster new 
missions in growing communities 
like Kanata. He spoke of the con
sultation and reconciliation that the 
church must do, in order to contrib
ute effectively to the corning de
bate on euthanasia. And he ex
pressed some impatience about new 
initiatives in the diocese, designed 
to carry on with the process of 
Transformation. 

About two dozen people then 
returned upstairs to the darkened 
church for a brief Service of Light, 
a form of evening prayer which 
included the blessing of the advent 
wreath . 

Brian Smith 

Me, Advertise in the People's Pulpit? 
With the new year approaching, now is the time to act! A 

limited opportunity exists to sign up to advertise in next year's 
Pulpit. Think of it! W ide distribution . Read by hundreds of 
decision makers. Five or six printings in 1995. All for a mere 
$25. 

Interested parties may book space by contacting Pete 
Torunski (836-7375) by the 28th of December. 

Don't wait until the last minute. Reserve now. Replies 
received before the 15th of December will receive a free 
year's supply of the People's Pulpit. Lucky winners may also 
qualify for free editorial assistance. 

So hurry. Act now. 
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"Corne Share 
Reveillon 
with Us" 

"People who were not our people, who didn't speak our language reached 
out to us cvhen we cvere strangers and welcomed us at Christmas and cue 

cvere blessed, and the blessing continues in others. " 

The year before I was born, my 
family moved to Montreal. It was 
a reluctant move, but one where my 
Dad found a much-needed job. 
With three children under four he 
had been laid off from his 
enginnering position in Samia. As 
he and Mum prayed about finding 
another job, they had said, "We 
will go anywhere, Lord, but please 
not Quebec." Well, here they were, 
Mum from New Brunswick and 
Dad from various parts of Ontario, 
barely knowing a word of French, 
in the most French part of Mon
treal! They moved about a month 
before Christmas, and found them
selves truly strangers in a strange 
land, without friends or relatives. 

When the nearest neighbours 
invited them over for "Reveillon", 
they had never heard of this Christ
mas Eve celebration. They found it 
strange to get their babies up and 
dress them to go out, to gather with 
people who didn't even speak the 
same language or go to the same 
church. But they went, and were 
warmed by the loving invitation of 
those people. 

Many years later when all of us 
children (six by now) were old 
enough to go to the midnight serv
ice on Christmas Eve, we started 
our own Reveillon celebration. We 
had no relatives living nearby, and 
several of our friends were in the 
same position, being from far away 
places. Some of them were unbe
lievers, but they would bring their 
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family to church with us that night. 
After the beauty of the Christ

mas service, there was the excite
ment of returning to a house where 
people could visit with friends and 
celebrate. I remember those in
credible middle-of-the-night feasts 
of tourtieres, hot from the oven, 
roast beef and turkey, wonderful 
salads, fruit cake, Christmas cook
ies, nuts and chocolates and a punch 
bowl full of trifle! And the tree, 
adorned with ornaments collected 
over the years, some special ones 
hand-made with love, all with a 
memory attached, intertwined with 
tinsel and lights, glittered proudly 
in the comer. And eight red stock
ings hung over the fireplace (Santa 
visited Mum and Dad, too !). Those 
of us who were younger often took 
our food to other parts of the house, 
to visit with our own friends, but 
we all returned to the living room 
or sat on the stairs to sing the Christ
mas carols together. 

One year my parents decided 
that a Reveillon was too much work, 
but a couple who had grown up in 
Wales begged them to have it again. 
They wanted to bring a newly im
migrated couple to experience the 
warmth of hospitality at Christmas. 
We learned that it was important to 
reach out and make family of those 
near us. Over the years we brought 
in other people, the current boy
friends or girlfriends, visiting rela
tives and other newcomers. Our 
house wasn't large, the plates were 

paper, some sat on the stairs, and 
yet they didn't want to leave. The 
loneliest were the last to leave. One 
memorable Christmas it was 4:30 
am and the stockings hadn't been 
filled yet! 

Last year one of our family 
friends wrote in their Christmas 
letter from Edmonton to say that in 
their new place they were going to 
have a Reveillon, "the way the 
Irwins had done", gathering in those 
who were from far away. 

People who were not our peo
ple, who didn't speak our language 
reached out to us when we were 
strangers and welcomed us at 
Christmas and we were blessed, 
and the blessing continues in oth
ers. 

Now I am "grown up" and have 
a young family of my own. We no 
longer share "Irwin Reveillons", 
being spread out in too many cities. 
But I remember with great fond
ness those many years of Christ
mas Eve celebrations. Looking 
back, the Reveillon was the big 
event of our Christmas celebrations. 
I'm hoping that down the road when 
our children (Trevor and whoever 
follows), are old enough, we will 
take up the tradition of the 
Reveillon, and welcome those with
out nearby family into our home on 
Christmas Eve. 

Trish Irwin-Kitt 
(with lots of help from my Mum, who 
happily shared her wonderful memo
ries of our Reveillons, when asked!) 

Page 11 



The St. Thomas Welcome Mot 

The Parish of St. Thomas ex
tends the welcome mat to these 
recent new additions to our Church 
family. Please say a warm "hello" 
to them first chance you get! 

Linda & Roger Noble 
9 Belton A venue 

836-4249 

Linda and Roger joined the St. 
Thomas parish family this Septem
ber, after moving to Stittsville dur
ing the summer when Roger's em
ployer, theBankofMontreal, trans
ferred him to Ottawa from King
ston. He's now working out ofBells 
Comers, looking after some of the 
Bank's high tech company custom
ers . 

Linda is a native of Sault Ste. 
Marie, Ontario, while Roger hails 
originally from Lachute, Quebec. 
The Nobles met while both were 
attending Carleton University in 
Ottawa. 

Linda has just joined the St. 
Thomas choir. She tells us singing 
in a group like this is something she 
enjoys a lot, and hasn't done since 
she was a child. 

The two Noble children- Ellen, 
8 and Emily, 6 are pupils at A. 
Lome Cassidy Public School. Linda 
works part time outside the home 
as a receptionist in a professional 
office. 

Travis & Nicola Jarvis 
64 Savage Drive 

836-6460 

The Jarvis Family has joined 
us as of November. They moved to 
Stittsville from Orillia in October 
oflast year, when Travis' work as a 
military manager brought him from 
CFB Borden to defence headquar
ters in Ottawa. 

She is originally from Essex, 
England while he is a native of the 
Town of Digby, N .S. Nicola' s part
time job as a school bus driver lets 
her keep her two daughters, 
Miranda, 3 and Heidi, 2 by her side 
while she works. 

Susan Bicket 
6 Spindle Way 

836-1874 

Also new members as of this 
Fall are Susan and her two chil
dren, Alexander, 5 and Isobel, 3. 
She and her husband, Douglas are 
both U.K. natives. They have lived 
in Stittsville for about six years, 
moving here from Boston. Prior to 
that they lived and worked in Bath, 
England. Douglas is a computer 
systems consultant. Susan relaxes 
with the Ottawa Guild of 
Lacemakers and also has started 
evening painting classes as a fur-

Don't miss the 
Children's 

Christmas Pagean t! 
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December 18th, 
10:00 am. 

ther means of recreation. 

Olga & Geoff van der Lee 
33 Wintergreen Dr. 

836-3653 

Our newest members, Olga and 
Geoff are both natives of theRe
public of Ireland. In November, 
they moved from London, Ontario 
into their newly-built home on 
Wintergreen Drive in Wyldewood. 
Geoff's work as a project manager 
with Ellis-Don Construction had 
brought him here to the National 
Capital Region last spring. Prior to 
this move, they've lived in some 
pretty widely separated spots- like 
Ken ora, Ontario, British Columbia 
and Bermuda. The van der Lees 
have three boys - Kristian, 10, 
Adam, 8 and Josh, 3. The two older 
boys are now attending Stittsville 
Public School. 

Mike Bryan 

Evensong Services: 
December 11 at 7:00pm 

(no potluck) 
and 

January 8 at 4:30 pm, 
followed by a parish pot

luck supper. 

People's Pulpit 



... 

·. 

If we've ever wondered if we, 
as Christians, are any good at evan
gelism (especially in this the dec
ade of evangelism), we've only got 
to look at Christmas! The Christ
mas message certainly spread, but 
in this case were we too successful? 

It seems the secular world has 
taken over Christmas. Everywhere 
you look, starting inN ovember, are 
Christmas decorations, Christmas 
flyers, Christmas catalogues urg
ing us to get "that perfect gift for 
the hard-to-buy person on your list." 

Of course, we can't forget you
know-who, that jolly fellow, Santa 
Claus. No one wants to put a damper 

Putting Christ 
back 

into Christmas 

on him! Besides, how could we? 
He's in parades, on T.V., movies 
and in every mall! He is definitely 
competition for our children's at
tention. (And yet, don't we all re
member as children the magic of 
Santa?) 

We all live in this secular world. 
Even the schools now have Winter 
or Holiday concerts instead of a 
Christmas one. We must celebrate 
Christmas within this world. Per
haps attending Church during the 
Advent season will teach our fam
ily to look forward with joy, and at 
the same time relish the waiting. 
Perhaps a simple reminder to our 

This is Jesus 

children that jolly old St. Nick's 
example of sharing and generous 
giving come from Jesus who taught 
us it is better to give than receive. 
Perhaps it is time to remind our
selves that God has already given 
that "perfect gift" - his love for us 
through his son, Jesus Christ. 

I've noticed a lot of "Jesus is 
the Reason" buttons in the last few 
years. Perhaps we are ready to evan
gelize and spread the news of the 
birth of Christ again. Dare we hope 
to be as successful this time? Yes, 
because Christmas is also a mes
sage about hope! 

Sandra Double 

A bright spot in our Jiues, like a single ray of light 
shining through a cloudy sky after a storm. 

People ' s Pulpit 

Someone Luho is there for us when we are scared 
and alone. To comfort us and laue us for Luhat Lue 
are and what Lue LUW become. 

He cares for us all because Lue are all a part of his 
father's family. He thinks of us all as his brothers 
and sisters. 

He asked for not but our laue, and in the end he 
died for it. 

Christina RobitaWe 
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Holy Baptism 
"The water of baptism ... in it 
we are buried with Christ in 

His death, share in His 
ressurection, and are reborn 

by the Holy Spirit." 

September 18, 1994 

Brent Thomas Davies 
son of 

Matthew and Sharron Davies 
sponsors 

Douglas Cathcart 
Tammy Davies 

Jalen Avery Holder 
son of 

Ray and Victoria Holder 
sponsors 

Kevin O'Brien 
Tanya Mattioli 

November 26, 1994 

Katherine Elizabeth Pack 
daughter of 

Kenneth Pack and Linda Pack 
sponsors 

Bernice Jewell 
Calvin Jewell 

Kenneth Joseph Pack 
son of 

Kenneth Pack and Linda Pack 
sponsors 

Bernice Jewell 
Calvin Jewell 

Marriage 
" ... bound together in these 

Holy mysteries, become one in 
heart and soul. " 

Eric Christopher Hachmer 
and 

Tammy Lynn Mclndoo 
October 15, 1994 

Confirmation 
"Strengthen, 0 Lord, your 

servants with your Holy Spirit; 
empower them for your serv
ice; and sustain them all the 

days of their lives. " 

November 26, 1994 

Kathleen Anne Bottriell 
Allison Elizabeth Anne 

Chapman 
Crystal Renee Foubert 

Kelly Mae Massey 
Andrew Marc Robitaille 

Christina Karen Robitaille 
Gregory James Shouldice 

Laurie Lee Margaret Smith 
Stephen Bruce Stewart 

Received into the 
Anglican Communion 

"Recognized as a member of 
the one holy catholic and 
apostolic Church, you are 

received into the fellowship of 
this Communion. " 

November 26, 1994 

Linda Ann Pack 

Reaffirmation of 
Baptismal Vows 

"May the Holy Spirit, who has 
begun a good work in you, 

direct and uphold you in the 
service of Christ and his 

kingdom. " 

November 26, 1994 

Zonyia Hutchison 
Trish lrwin-Kitt 

Marilyn Elleda Johnston 
Nona Steadman 

Robin Reimer Tilgner 
Marie Denise Torunski 

•!• •!• ·:· ·:· •!• 
·:· •!• •!• •!• 

Christmas Sanctuary Flowers 
Anyone wishing to have flow

ers at the altar for Christmas may 
sign the Altar Flower Calendar at 
the rear of the church. Please put 

your donation in the envelope pro
vided and fill in the card enclosed. 
Place the envelope in the offertory 
plate. 
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In July 1933 I arrived in Fort 
George, James Bay, as teacher, on 
a staff of four among the first work
ers in the new residential school. A 
new rector and his wife were just 
getting settled in the big frame house 
which served as dining room for all 
the children and a small laundry 
room and kitchen. 

The last of August about sixty 
Cree Indian children, very few 
knowing even one word of Eng
lish, came into residence. Their 
parents were glad to leave them 
with us before taking off by canoe 
to their trap lines far off. None had 
dog teams then. They had large 
families and wanted us to take more 
children, but we were limited to 
seven to twelve year olds. 

With the help of our very capa
ble Cree interpreter who spoke, read 

Christmas in James Bay 

and wrote fairly good English, we 
all began to try to understand one 
another. The staff learned to read 
the Cree writing script from their 
hymn and prayer book but didn't 
know what we were reading, other 
than it was the church service. 

So by Christmas, the children 
had become used to living the rou
tine and discipline of their new 
home and we could call each of 
them by their name. Their parents 
had taught them of God and his son 
Jesus, but the learning of the birth 
of the babe in the manger was not 
known. Sam, our interpreter, with 
the help of our rector, tried to help 
them know of the birth and later of 
the life of Jesus. Pictures of the 
Christmas story and their textbooks 
were such a help for their under
standing of how other people know 
of our religious life. 

The children's parents didn't 
get in to the trading post at Christ
mas so they didn't have any special 
activities except a small treat and 
games played in the classroom. In 
our fourth, last year our children 

v\'e LUere 

had more understanding of the 
Christmas season and took part in 
the church service. We had some
thing of a school concert and all 
were able to sing from memory in 
Cree, "While shepherds watched 
their flocks by night" and then four 
of the older girls sang the first verse 
in English. We were all pleased. 

An article in Cross Talk, No
vember 1994- "A link with another 
Canadian Diocese" - makes me 
hope that our beginning with Cree 
children in Quebec may have helped 
with this future development. It 
was "The long ago years of 1933 to 
1937 at the then Fort George, Que
bec on the east side of James Bay. 
The supply boat arrived from 
Moose Factory, Ontario. There 
was a fme, big, frame house and a 
small church. Three missionary 
clergymen of the Church of Eng
land in Canada had taught and lived 
among the Cree Indians. The -last 
rector of the parish (without bounds) 
had supervised the construction of 
a residential school." 

Blanche Douglas 

Made for a Purpose! 
Eighteen persons recently at

tended a five-evening course at St. 
Thomas', entitled "Made for a Pur
pose". These enjoyable sessions 
were conducted by two capable and 
delightful lay volunteers, Barbara 
Brush and Amy Newell. 

We had open discussion 
throughout our evenings together. 
We shared our thoughts on Biblical 
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passages and upon viewing some 
informative videos, one in which 
Bishop John Baycroft conducted 
the prototype class for this very 
course. 

We explored and discovered 
how each of us can utilize our tal
ents and find our own personal 
ministry. This can be done by par
ticipating in worship services, in-

tercessory prayer, caring for those 
who are ill or troubled, and by 
caring for our neighbours in the 
community and the work place, as 
well as showing loving care for our 
own families. 

Faith, hope and love can be 
shown towards others by the grace 
of God working through us. 

Nona Steadman 
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Synod of Diocese of OHawa 
General and Financial Report 

The 11 Oth session of the Synod 
of the Diocese of Ottawa was held 
on October 21st and 22nd at the 
Rideau Regional Centre at Smith 
Falls. In attendance for our parish 
was Ross Moulton, and lay del
egates Barbara Cordukes, Robin 
Tilgner and AI Roffey. For the first 
time this year parishes were invited 
to send youth representatives. 
Sophie Tilgner and Charlotte 
Passmore went from St. Thomas'. 

The main items on the agenda 
were the Bishop's charge, a pres
entation by the Parish and Dioc
esan Services Committee 
(P.A.D.S.), notices of motion and 
the budget. 

Reports on the bishop's charge 
and the P.A.D.S. presentation on 

"New Reproductive Technology" 
are in separate columns to follow. 

The budget provoked much 
concern and discussion. The Dioc
esan Executive Committee which 
has the responsibility of adminis
tering the fmancial affairs of the 
diocese had recommended an in
crease in the 1995 over 1994 budget 
of $139,000 to a total of $1.9 mil
lion. The largest single item in this 
increase was for additional help to 
the bishop at a cost of $48,000. 

As the parishes are the main 
source of income to the diocese, 
they were asked to proportionately 
increase their apportionment pay
ments. Out of 82 parishes, 30 re
ported that they did not feel that 
they would have sufficient dona-

tions from parishioners in 1995 to 
meet their full apportionment, for a 
total deficit of $182,000. This in
cluded both large and small par
ishes. No consensus could be 
reached at the meeting as to how to 
deal with this problem. The execu
tive committee was asked to re
view the matter again and to report 
to a special synod to be held in 
December. 

Our parish council will recom
mend to vestry in January that our 
parish assume responsibility for 
paying its full assessment of 
$12,315 and apportionment of 
$16,157in 1995,atotalof$28,472, 
as compared to our payments in 
1994 of$19,210. 

AI Roffey 

The Bishop~ Charge to Synod 
'~ Time for Rekindling" 

In his charge to Synod entitled 
"A Time for Rekindling" based on 
the verse from Timothy 1 :6, "I re
mind you to rekindle the gift of 
God that is within you through the 
laying on of hands", Bishop 
Baycroft spoke of his responsibil
ity as Bishop of his ministry of 
memory. He said that memory is 
essential for us as human beings. In 
the Church the ministry of memory 
links each member with the person 
of Christ, the Christ event, and the 
Body of Christ. 

On the subject of rekindling 
the bishop stated in the church 
God's gift of fire has been allowed 
to die down and needs to be rekin
dled. The gifts of God are there
slumbering- and it is time to wake 
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them up. 
The bishop feels that the bu

reaucratic church is disintegrating 
and that many aspects of it will 
disappear. He sees that as a good 
Sign. 

He is concerned about what he 
considers to be the relatively small 
amount of time that he as bishop 
spends on his responsibility as a 
teacher of the gospels. So much of 
his time is taken up with attending 
meetings at the local, provincial 
and national levels. 

He stressed the need for more 
serious discussion within the 
Church about morality, ethics, doc
trine and truth. We cannot be a 
community with an identity and 
integrity if we relegate matters of 

ultimate importance to the private 
domain. Neither true faith nor good 
morals can be reduced to purely 
personal private choices. 

He fmished his charge with the 
statement, "We are graced by God 
to be agents of compassion and 
justice, to make a difference in hu
man lives and society, to evange
lize and to reconcile, to be a com
munity in which and through which 
God is readily accessible to our 
friends, neighbours and colleagues, 
and also powerfully and gently 
present for those who are strangers, 
alienated, separated from us by dis
tance and culture, but still part of 
the human family for which Christ 
died and to which we all belong." 

AI Roffey 
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Bioelhics and the Church ae~ 
the Friday Session of Synod '94 - ~ 

The Friday session of Synod 
'94, sponsored by Parish and Dioc
esan Services, or PADS, was com
posed of three lectures on bioethics. 
The first speaker was Dr. David 
Roy, founder and director of the 
Center for Bioethics, Clinical Re
search Institute of Montreal and a 
research professor and lecturer in 
medical ethics and jurisprudence. 
He holds degrees in mathematics, 
philosophy and theology and is, as 
well, a compassionate and charis
matic speaker. His lectures were 
concerned with: 
1. Biomedicine and Bioethics: 
When Dying is a Matter of Ethics 
and 
2. At the Frontiers of Genetics- At 
the Edge of Ethics. 

Our second speaker was Phy His 
Creighton of Toronto whose spe
cialty is New Reproductive Tech
nology, and she dealt with issues 
and policy choices in this area. One 
of her books, entitled "Whose Child 
is this? Ethical, legal, social and 
technological dangers of surrogate 
motherhood" was edited by Bishop 
Baycroft. 

One of the purposes of these 
sessions was to raise questions 
among ourselves, just as they have 
been raised elsewhere in society. 
How do we decide whether to con
tinue or cease the treatment of 
acutely-ill patients? Should a phy
sician help an acutely-ill person to 
die when he or she requests it? 
Should prenatal or postnatal diag
nosis be used to detect genetic sus
ceptibility for diseases that will 
occur only later in life? 

You will note that I write one 
purpose was to raise questions. We 
were not required to come up with 
solutions or action plans during our 
table discussions. It was enough to 
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begin the process, to put some of 
these ideas in front of us and to 
begin their examination. One of the 
challenges offered to our society 
today with its diverse cultures and 
different moralities, is to move be
yond absolute certainties to a com
mon language about dying- to reach 
a consensus on policy- to decide on 
which values we wish to maintain 
at all costs and what we can let go. 
In that context we will need to look 
at that stage of our lives, to discuss 
it with others where appropriate, to 
own it, to make it part of ourselves. 

I came away from Dr. Roy's 
lecture profoundly moved by the 
possibilities of involvement on the 
part of ourselves, caregivers and 
physicians in the end of life. I felt 
that a compassionate person had 
walked with me through the proc
ess, leaving me calmer and more in 
c·ontrol. 

"There are ethics involved in 
dying, such as the right to die 
on our own time, the right to 
die with peace, free from per
sistent pain. We must respect 
the humanity of the sick and 
the humanity of their 
caregivers." 

Many of us have difficulty 
thinking about or talking about 
dying and death, and even as we 
focus on the Christian message of 
eternal life we certainly avoid think
ing about preparations for our in
evitable deaths. We note media 
coverage of such cases as Nancy B. 
in Quebec, who won the right to be 
disconnected from her life-support, 
or Sue Rodriques' assisted suicide 
which sparked many personal de
bates about euthanasia. Certainly I 
have not looked on death as a proc-

~~~~~~~- -~~ - ~ 

ess which I could make easier in 
any way, even though I have learned 
the necessity for advocacy and re
search in dealing with the treat
ment of illness. 

"The object is not to pro
long life, but to have the 
remaining life available one 
of quality." 

There are ethics involved in 
dying, such as the right to die on our 
own time, the right to die with 
peace, free from persistent pain. 
We must respect the humanity of 
the sick and the humanity of their 
caregivers. Some patients ask for 
termination because of long-term 
depression. Neither the family not 
the present physician may under
stand this. Thecaregiverrimstknow 
the history of the patient and the 
challenge here is to find the time to 
know all about the circumstances 
surrounding the illness. As Dr. Roy 
said, "It is essential that we under
stand sick people in their biology 
and their biographies." 

There needs to be a balance 
between the treatment and the good 
of the patient, an emphasis on the 
overall best for the patient. The 
object is not to prolong life but to 
have the remaining life available 
one of quality. To do this, pain and 
symptom control are paramount. 
45% of pain is not dealt with effec
tively, although almost all can be, 
with well-informed physicians and 
patients. Compared with European 
countries we worry too much about 
addiction and lawsuits, so that pa
tients are not made as comfortable 
as possible. Dr. Roy stated, "It is 
morally inexcusable to allow peo
ple to be so shrivelled with pain 
that there is no space for dialogue." 

can't 
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Bioelhics and /he Church 
(continued from page 7 7) 

He shared with us the story of his 
own mother's death. She was taken 
to hospital with a condition that left 
her only a few hours to live. She 
was having great trouble breathing 
and this was causing her such panic 
that it was impossible for the fam
ily to talk with her. Dr. Roy asked 
the attending physician for drugs to 
control her lung spasms so that she 

· would be calm and could commu
nicate. This was refused. Finally 
after lengthy debate during which 
David Roy assured the doctor that 
he was not trying to kill his mother, 
the drugs were administered and 
they were able to spend a quiet time 
together. His mother died peace
fully at 4:00 am. Without the drug 
she might have lived until6:00 am, 
in panic and pain, unable to talk 
with those around her. 

The object is to give peace, not 
death. Patients do not want to lose 
their dignity and we have the right 
to demand a peaceful, dignified, 
pain-free death and to demand it for 
those around us. 

Dr. Roy went on to discuss the 
death of Aids patients due to their 
rejection by their families and soci
ety. He described a case in British 
Columbia in which a father on dis
covering that his son was dying of 
Aids and had led a homosexual 
lifestyle, sent an obituary to the 
newspapers disowning his son. 
Many Aids victims ask to die or 
take their own lives because there 
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is no one to offer any support or 
compassion. Dr. Roy stated, "To 
reject an individual on the basis of 
his or her sexuality is the most un
Christian act we can perform. We 
all bear responsibility for such 
deaths." 

"In a compassionate society, 
time would be available f or 
caregivers and physicians to 
spend as much time as neces
sary with the dying." 

Dr. Roy was asked for his opin
ions on euthanasia, defined as "the 
deliberate, rapid, painless termina
tion for those inexorably on an im
mediate path to death." He is op
posed to the de-criminalization of 
assisted death. However he feels 
we must know when to not apply 
the law. He feels that society had 
the illusion that such deaths will be 
voluntary or by free choice, but we 
must ask about the most vulnerable 
in our society. What about the eld
erly in our chronic care wards left, 
as he says, "with no return ad
dress?" Will it be easier to not re
suscitate? What about euthanasia 
to control pain because we don't 
educate our doctors and nurses 
about the options available? Will it 
be more convenient in our increas
ingly overburdened health care sys
tem to give in to requests without 
thoroughly knowing the patient's 
mind? What about the rejected in 

our society to whom we do not 
extend a hand because they do not 
fit our particular brand of morality 
- who ask for death because of that 
rejection? Could we reverse the 
trend once we started? 

In a compassionate society, 
time would be available for 
caregivers and physicians to spend 
as much time as necessary with the 
dying- the hospice movement was 
developed in response to just such 
a need - but as our health care 
system gradually erodes, whole pa
tient care will be more difficult. We 
will need to be involved- from self
help through pastoral care through 
palliative care - with each other. 
We must educate ourselves, and as 
individuals and as a Church make 
sure that technologies are used to 
dignify the human experience and 
not demean it. As Bishop Baycroft 
said to us in his Charge to Synod, 
"We are graced by God to be agents 
of compassion and justice, to make 
a difference in human lives and 
society, to evangelize and to recon
cile, to be a community in which 
and through which God is readily 
accessible to your friends, neigh
bours, and colleagues, and also 
powerfully and gently present for 
those who are strangers, alienated, 
separated from us by distance and 
culture, but still part of the human 
family for which Christ died and to 
which we all belong." 

Robin Tilgner 

Stamps 
Christmas is a-corning, and so 

are Christmas cards. Did you know 
that the cancelled stamps are valu
able? We send them onward for 
charitable causes, year round. So 
please take the few seconds to save 

the cancelled stamps. Tear them 
off the envelopes (leave 1 em of 
paper around the stamp) and put the 
stamps into the box located on the 
bench in the cloakroom. 

Pete Torunski 

People's Pulpit 
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Our Parish Outreach 
a report 

The Outreach Committee has 
been busy on your behalf coming 
up with ways we can reach out to 
the community with the financial 
resources allocated to us in the 1994 
budget. 

We have set aside $600 to be 
used for local families who need 
some financial support at this time. 
We have also allocated $200 for the 
Stittsville Food Bank to purchase a 
number of Christmas hampers that 
they will distribute. We will again 
be purchasing OC Transpo bus tick
ets for Centre 454 as they found 
these items very useful last year. 
We will also buy coffee, tea and 
sugar to help them supply the needs 
of the drop- in centre. As well, we 
would like the parish to participate 
in a "Christmas Shower" for Cen
tre 454, which will help them sup
ply Christmas gifts for their clients. 
Please see invitation below for de
tails. 

As part of our international 
outreach, we have allocated $100 
to the Leprosy Mission which is a 
Christian organization dedicated to 
the eradication of leprosy in the 
world. They minister to the physi
cal, mental , social and spiritual 
needs of leprosy patients in nearly 
40 countries . The organization is 
currently caring for about 400,000 
patients. Two hundred of them are 
in Canada. It is a disease that can be 
cured. 

We also allocated $150 to the 
"SOS" Children' s Villages which 
look after children without homes 
and without families. One of these 
is in Margaretville, Nova Scotia 
where there are 20 children living 
in five family houses. There are 
300 villages and 800 Outreach cen-

People ' s Pulpit 

tres elsewhere in the world. The 
idea is to give these children stable, 
nurturing homes which are as close 
to a normal family life as possible, 
and where each child ' s cui tural and 
religious heritage is preserved. 

We are sending $50 to a prison 
chaplain to help defray the cost of 
providing "Friendship Bags" for 
people behind bars this Christmas. 

We also hope to send $150 to 
The We/liLa Source, the drop-in 
centre for women in downtown 
Ottawa run by our diocese. Their 
donations are down this year, so 
they need our help. 

We are also looking into giv
ing some financial aid to the As
sembly of First Nations for their 
community crisis intervention pro
gram. There have been so many 
suicides of young people on the 
reserves that we feel we would like 
to support prevention programs that 
they are developing. An amount 
has not yet been decided upon. 

Andrew and Heather Finton, 
the couple from our diocese who 
are working in a children' s home in 
Brazil as Volunteers in Mission, 
are back in Canada fo r several 
months. They have decided to re
turn to Brazil for another year and 
will need our financial support, as 
well as our letters and interest in 
themselves and the children. Any-

one who wishes may come and 
meet them at the Cathedral on 
Monday, December 12 at 7 pm. 
Dessert will be served in the church 
hall. Heather's newsletters from 
Brazil are tremendously interest
ing. The latest one will be posted on 
a bulletin board in the front en
trance of the church. Please take 
time to read it. 

We have sent a letter to the 
Community Resource Centre sup
porting their Peer Support Program. 
This program provides a one-to
one support for abused women and 
works towards the prevention of 
woman abuse through public edu
cation. The CRC intends to send all 
support letters to the Ontario Min
isterofCommunity and Social Serv
ices to ensure that this program is 
not lost through lack of funding. 

And fmally, Centre 454 is look
ing for volunteers to help with its 
Christmas Dinner on December 22 
at All Saints Sandy Hill from 11:30 
to 3 pm. If anyone is free to help , 
please call Barb Bottriell at 836-
2305. 

Barb Bottriell 
Sylvi Dawes 

Elsie Standing 

Christmas Shower 
Sunday December 11 to Wednesday December 14 

on behalf of Centre 454 
Men's and women's new winter gloves and socks, playing cards, 

lighters. Children's toys, games or something for kids up to age 16. 
Please bring one item to church on Sunday, December 11th or to the 
foyer of the old section of the church by Wednesday December 14th. 

We will have a used winter clothing drive in January. 
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Holland Cross 
Jl Holland Avenue, Suite 715 
Onawa. Ontario KIY 451 
Telephone (6131 761-7455 
Telefax (6131 761-7456 

Bruce Kerr, BA .• c.F.P. 
Financial Planning Consultant 

ThANSAMERJCA 
LIFE COMPANIES 

700 -1525 Carling Ave. 
Ottaw:1, Ont:1rio KIZ 8H.9 

MORLEY E. PAGET 

Broker 

831-1898 

STEPHENS AUTO WRECKERS 

WE BUY WRECKS 
We pick up complete cars free 

Used Auto Parts 
Lot 20, Concession 10, 

Stittsville, Ontario 

BOOSTING & TOWING 

FEED & SEED (1982) LTD. 

6001 HAZELDEAN ROAD 
STITISVILLE, ONTARIO 
KOA 3GO 

.) :-- : .. 
OFFICE: 836-6880 ~ 

Supervisory Principles & Practices 
Instructional Techniques 

Total Quality Management 
Time & Stress Management 

(613) 83&-7375 

Training, Documentation and Quality AMurance 

120 Elm Cres. 

Bus: 836-2442 
Res: 836-5990 Prop. Norm Stephens 

Peter A. Torunski 
President 

Stittsville, Ontario 
K2S 1P1 
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Compliments of 

Pet Food Plus 
14 locations to serve you 

Kanata store located in 
Van Leeuwen Centre 

(next to LOEB's) 
831-0556 
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