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"of wine bottles and quilts" 

In the last weeks, on separate 
occasions, I have been involved in two 
discussions that have stuck in my 
mind. The first had to do with a 
Parish Council Policy on the use of 
alcoholic beverages in the church 
hall, the second was about selling 
tickets on a quilt. For me, both of 
these issues, while at first seeming 
minor, were challenging in that they 
touched some basic issues around what 
it means to be the church. 

The first issue: "Should we permit 
wine to be served at a dinner in the 
church hall?" After much discussion 
Parish Council concluded that the 
current 'no alcohol' policy should 
stand. I strongly supported that 
position. In saying why I came to 
that position let me say a few things 
that I do not believe. I do not 
believe that total abstinence f~ 
alcohol is the only appropriate 
position for a Christian person to 
take and I do not believe it wrong for 
wine to be served on an occasion such 
as a wedding reception or a family 
meal. But it is not that simple. The 
abuse of drugs. including alcohol, is 
one of the major social illnesses that 
plague our society. Directly and 
indirectly the tolls can be measured 
annually in thousands of lives and 
mill ions of dollars. A significant 
percentage of the carnage on the 
highways of this country is related to 
the abuse of alcohol. Alcohol related 
health care costs burden a system 
already stretched to beyond its limit. 
Alcohol (the drug I am specifically 
refering to in this context) is 
promoted in our society , not simply as 
a beverage , but as the guaranty of a 
lifestyle whose characteristics 
include happiness , youth , good looks, 
an abundance of friends and near 

larg e " then I believe it is 
appr opriate for the church to take the 
posi t ion that in some places (like the 
churc h hall) people can gather in 
frie n dship without the presence of 
alco olic beverages. Corporately we 
can show a contrasting or different 
way. We have done that by our 
enco ragement and support of the 
Alco olics Anonymous group that meets 
here - I think we should continue to 
do t hat in our policy on alcoholic 
beve r ages in the church hall. 

Now, onto quilts. Is it morally wrong 
to s ell tickets on a quilt? No, I 
don' t think so! Is it an appropriate 
acti v ity for the church or a church 
grou to be engaged in? Again, no I 
don' t think so! Raising money through 
raffles gives a message that I think 
is inconsi stant with what the church 
is about. The impression is created 
that the church is one more cause 
amon g a whole spectrum of charitable 
caus e s that scrapes together enough 
mone y , one way or another, each year 
to s urvive. As worthy as most of 
thes e groups are this is not what the 
churc h is. The church is a community 
call e d by God. Part of being a person 
c a l l e d by God i s g i vi n g a p o r t i on of 
what God has given to you so that His 
work may be carried out in the world. 
The c hurch should not be portrayed as 
a b u rdon on people's lives that we 
cons antly have to prop up so it will 
surv i ve. If a church can only survive 
thro ugh raffles and other 'scrape by' 
mean s then it shouldn't survive. 
Rath e r the church is a resource and 
gift from God that is supported out of 
its members sense of stewardship and 
resp o nse to what God has given them. 
We s eriously undermine what we are 
call e d to be when we fall into the 
"cha r itable cause mentality" of 
fina ncing. 

worship by members of the opposite When issues face us we must always ask 
sex. You and I know scores of people more than simple is it right or wrong 
for whom that lie has had devastating but is it consistant with what we 
consequences . If we believe that the beli e f the church is called to be as 

-~c-h~u-r_c_h~-i-s~a~-··_c_a_1~1-e-d~c-~om_m_u_n~i-t-y~o~f~f-a~i-t-h~~~a-n~-i-n~~f God in the world? standing as a contrast to society at ~ 



J"'"-l"l =From the Editor's Desk:=~ 

I've just bagged up six loads of leaves and 
already the lawn needs raking! I love the 
autumn and it appears my daughter does too 
... I keep losing her under the mountain of 
oak, ash and maple leaves, only the rustling 
and giggling gives her away! We've all been 
enjoying the fruits of a good harvest this 
year. Delicious crunchy apples that, it 
seems, we never get enough of. And those 
pumpkins. Is it my imagination or are they 
bigger and brighter this year?! There are 
sure to be some wonderful Jack o'lanterns 
around. 

Most of you know that I'm from England, and 
until I came to Canada I had only ever seen 
pumpkins in pictures. My husband used to 
laugh when I told him that our Jack 
o'lanterns were carved out of turnips ... 
until recently! I just happened across this 
piece of halloween history that I'd like to 
share with you: 

Traditions of "All Hallows Eve" go back 
2,000 years to the days of the ancient Celts. 
It was the eve of the festival of Samhain, 
which marked the end of one year and the 
beginning of the new. The celebration was 
two-fold. Thanks were given for the 
harvest, and there was much feasting, 
dancing and merriment. But lurking behind 
th is festivity was a fear that on this night · 
evil spirits were about, wandering over the 
earth. Bonfi res were lit to guide friendly 
spirits home, and to frighten the evil ones 
away. 

Folks all knew to beware the Jack o'lantern. 
Irish legend tells us of a robber named 
Greedy Jack. He stole whenever he could, 
and had a mean streak you'd never forget. 

Well, the Devil himself got wind of Greedy 
Jack and wanted to make a deal with him. 
The Devil offered Jack eternal life for all 
Jack's stolen jewels. Jack did agree, but his 
greedy side got to thinking that he could 
trick the Devil, thus winning eternal life 
and keeping the jewels. Jack got a big 
turnip and hollowed it out. He put his 
jewels deep inside that turnip to hide them 
from the Devil. 

Of course, nobody tricks the Devil, not even 
on All Hallows Eve! The Devil threw a coal 

from the Hell fire into Jack's turnip. It was 
so hot it burned up all the hidden jewels and 
made the turnip light up like a lantern. The 
Devil refused to ever take old Greedy Jack, 
and you can imagine Heaven wouldn't have 
him either. He's been roaming the earth in 
the dark of night ever since, his glowing 
turnip lighting the way. So to this day on 
Halloween, you just may bump into Greedy 
"Jack of the Lantern". 

(Today's Parent, October 1991) 

Well , at my house this year I'll be proud to 
put my turnip out! I hope I don't scare 
anyone away, all ghoulies and ghosties 
welcome! I hope we don't scare away any of 
our new Church members either, there are 
lots of them to meet on the Welcome Mat in 
this issue. There is also lots of news from 
both Ross and Sharron , and plenty of 
upco mming events , including our 
spectacular Christmas Bazaar on 7th of 
December!! So read on and enjoy!!! 

Our next People's Pulpit will be out on 8th 
of December so please have submissions to 
me by 24th of November. 

Thank-you, 

Ce_,~-=
~~ 

Georgina Purchase. 

COMMUNITY SERVICE 
OF LESSONS & CAROLS 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER mh 
7:30 pm 

ST. THOMAS' ANGLICAN CHURCH 

The choirs of St. Andrews Presbyterian 
Church, Stittsville United Church, Munster 
United Church and St. Thomas' Anglican 
Church will unite in song for the annual 
Community Carol Service. Everyone is 
invited to join us for this celebration of 

· Adve t. 



Church Transformation 
(prepared by Ross Moulton) 
By now many of you are familiar with 
the words, "Church Transformation" 
and have either heard about it at 
Parish Council, at the presentation in 
church on October 13, or from articles 
in "Crosstalk". By the time you read 
this, Synod will have decided whether 
or not to proceed with a 
transformation process for the Diocese 
of Ottawa. What follows are excerpts 
from a paper entitled Faithfulness and 
Effectiveness prepared by the Center 
for Parish Development in Chicago. 
These writings explain part of the 
vision of the church that undergird 
the transformation process. 

"As a people of God chosen for the 
accomp 1 ishment of God's purpose, the 
church is called to be both faithful 
and effective in its ministry and 
mission 

Many people, when they think of 
the church, think of it only as the 
church on the corner with its worship 
services, and its efforts to be of 
service to the community. Some think 
of the church only as a social service 
agency , one among many, that does good 
works. Such a view of the church is 
inadequate at best. It is certainly 
not a theological view of the chu~ch. 

When we use the wol-ds "faithful 
and effective" we are speaking 
theologically about the church as: 

- The people of God called forth from 
diverse sorts of bondage to freedom. 

- The people of God called to a sense 
of identity founded in a common bond 
with the God of creative power, 
redeeming love, and transforming 
presence. 

The people of . God 
God participate 

restoration 
with 

of the whole 

called to 
in the 
creation 

within a universal order of peace and 
justice. 

The people of God called to 
proclaim and to manifest the coming 
reign of God, for which we pray, 
" ... Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven." 

All of the activities of the church, 
if the church is to be both fa ithful 
and effective, must be intimately 
related to God's ultimate destiny for 
history and creation the 
fulfillment to be found in the Kingdom 
(or reign) of God. 
Jesus came announcing the reign of God 
and calling people to participate in 
the new 1 ife of the kingdom. The 
kingdom of God was the central theme 
in Jesus' message recorded in the New 
Testament. In Jesus' ministry, death, 
and resurrection, the coming kingdom 
became a present reality. In the 
words and deeds of Jesus Christ the 
promised future fulfillment of all of 
creation broke into human history. 
The reign of God indicates God's 
creative activity that utterly 
transforms, redeems, reconciles, and 
libe r ates historical existence and 
human relationships as a whole. 
The reign of God represents the 
ultimate destiny of human life, 
crea t ion, and history. As such its 
consummation lies in the future. the 
end time, the expected fulfillment of 
God's entire creation. 
Contemporary theological literature 
speaks of the church as a sign, 
fore t aste, and instrument of the reign 
of God. An examination of the New 
Testament affirms that Jesus' ministry 
call s the church to discipleship: "an 
invi t ation to participate in the 
blessing~ of the kingdom, to celebrate 
the hopes of the kingdom, and to 
engag e in the tasks of the kingdom." 
It i s kingdom d isc ipleship which forms 
the mission of the church. 
When we speak of the church as 
fait hful and effective, we are 
speak ing of this theological 
unde r standing of the church as a sign, 
fore t aste, and instrument of the reign 
of Go d. To be "faithful," the church 
is t o discern, interpret, proclaim, 
and articipate in God's activity. To 
be " effective," the church is to 
orga ize, structure, and manage itself 
in Sl)Ch a way that it is attentive, 
rece tive, and responsive to God's 
call within its unique situation. 



· ·jfinanct~J mlpbatc · · 
The parish's financial position in 
October of 1991 can best be 
described as "on target". We have a 
challenging budget to meet this 
year. because for the first time we 
are making full mortgage payments on 
the new church. 

By October 1st , 75 percent of the 
year had gone by and the parish had 
spent 75 percent of its budgeted 
operating expenses. On the other 
hand, only 70 percent of the 
budgeted income had come in. 
Although this looks worrying, it is 
about average for this time of the 
year. We have contributed about 
$60,000 to the parish so far this 
year. There is still about $25,000 
yet to go. 

That accounts just for our operating 
expenditures. As for the Building 
Fund , weekly contributions are 
falling a little behind our mortgage 
commitments. We have contributed 

about $ 18,000 so far this year , with 
mortgage payments expected to be 
about $34,000. Of course there has 
been ot h er income this year for the 
Building Fund, including bank 
interes t , several special gifts and 
contributions from last year's 
steward s hip campaign. 

However . because of the shortfall 
for our mortgage expenses, an autumn 
financi a l appeal is being prepared. 
The app e al will recognize that some 
people have already contributed or 
are una b le to contribute. The appeal 
will be of special interest to the 
many people who have chosen to make 
annual c ontributions to the Building 
Fund. As an added incentive , we 
have on l y two months left to take 
advantag e of an apportionment 
reducti o n offered by the Diocese. 
Any mon e y contributed before the end 
of the y ear, will go entirely to the 
Building Fund and won't be subjected 
to Dioc e san apportionment. This is a 
signifi c ant advantage to the parish. 

The Primate Visits St. Thomas Church 

The Primate of the Anglican Church 
of Canada paid a visit to our parish 
last month, attending a dinner, 
giving a talk and celebrating the 
Eucharist with us. Archbishop 
Micheal Peers was here to help us 
celebrate the construction of our 
new church. During his four hours 
here, he spoke of how glad he was to 
visit a brand new church building , 
since he spends a lot of time 
celebrating 100 and even 200 year 
anniversaries . 

In his address , he challenged us in 
three areas. He reminded us that 
the church must be welcoming and 
must provided a place where people 
feel they can belong. He noted that 
if we are growing as a parish, we 
must be doing some of this, but 
undoubtedly there is more to do . 

Secondl y , he challenged us to be 
inviting , to go into the community 
and inv i te our friends and 
neighbo u rs to sha r e our church 
experience. This evangelism can be 
done pa r tly by the parish, but must 
be done mostly by individual lay 
people. He told us that he was an 
active Anglican today, only because 
at the a ge of 19, a friend invited 
him to a ttend church. 

Thirdly , he reminded us to focus on 
God. He suggested that if we viewed 
our par i sh as a business or service 
club, t h en we had made a big mistake 
building a new church! He said God 
should b e the focus of each activity 
~hatp2ets c'rrierl out in the oari5h. Tne rlmate s address was captured 
on a vi deo, which is available from 
the Rector. 



it's good to be back a~ St. fhomas. Students had ~o .Ld me 
tnat i~·s never tne same wnen you go oacR ~o your cnurch 
placement after the summer. In some ways it's not the same. and 
I ' m not the same. There are some new ±aces and some faces tha~ 
were iaml~lar are now only happy memories. but your sense of 
welcoming and your warmth and love are still here and I'm glad ~o 
be back. 

I had a wonderful summer in Almonte. It really is a summer 
place and i~ was a Klnd of almost magic time tor me. I hope I 
learned what God wanted me to learn while there. Two things stand 
out that I hope I can always remember. I learned that I must 
leave some matters to God and that if I do. things most often 
turn out very well . I learned too that God's love is there. 
sometimes even in the midst of despair. and that it shines forth 
in some very unexpected people. God wants us to know that love 
and respond to it. 

I was ~hinking about this the other day while reading about 
Mother Theresa. I hesitate to write about her because by adding 
to the thousands of words written about her there is a danger oi 
turning her into some kind of myth or cliche. But the other day I 
came across a phrase of hers wn10h expresses what l would like t o 
say and which is illustrated by her own life and especially, I 
think. by her face. 

Asked whether faith meant that people had to use their own 
initiative, she replied: ··of course. You have to do things as it 
everyT,hing depends on you - but leave the rest t.o <=.fod. ·: 

In Western society more and more people are showing the 
effects of acute stress - people for whom the strain of weeks and 
years of cut-throat competition has proved too much. Their bodies 
can~t take it, their minds can't take it and sometimes their 
family relationships can ' t take it either. 

Perhaps this feeling is an extension of the feeling 
expressed in the Gospel when the disciples asked who would be 
special enough to sit on the right hand and on ~he left hand oi 
Jesus in His Kingdom. It's an extension of the feeling oi self
centredness and self-importance which causes us ~o ~hink: I am 
the most important. or indispensable person in the buslness: 
without me the whole thing is going to collapse. · 

Christian faith reminds us that however vital or impor~an~ 
an enterprise is. in the end we can't control its success or its 
failure totally. We should do our best and no less. We can ao our 
best - but no more. After that we can only offer it to God. To 
know that and accept it is to be. of~en to a quite startling 
degree. set free from the cares and traumas of everyday lite. 

Mother Theresa's face is lined by work and worry. But it is 
also lit up by the smile that spells freedom. God does not ask us 
to be successful but He does ask us to be faithful. 

,...· :.. , ... ..... _ ...... - ... ' 
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Special Project for the 
Church School 

We are well into our second term of 
Church School and enrolment seems 
to be up this year. A look around the 
church before the Eucharist (when the 
children aren't there) and a look 
around the church after the Eucharist 
has started (when the children are 
there) shows that about half of the 
people attending the 1 0 o'clock 
service are children. How lucky we 
are to have such lovely classrooms to 
accomodate everyone! 

A special project is suggested in this 
year's curriculum. It is called "The 
Secret Pal Project". It involves 
teaming up children in our Sunday 
School program with adults in our 
parish. Each participating child is 
matched with an adult volunteer from 
the parish. The two then become pen 
pals and exchange letters back and 
forth. Most importantly each 
participant chases a pen name so 
neither one knows who he or she is 
writing to. In the spring the pen pals 
are introduced to each other at a 
wrap up celebration. 

This sounds to me like a nice way to 
tie our adult congregation to our child 
congregation and offers a good 
opportunity for both groups to get to 
know each other. It also offers a 
chance to members of our early 
morning service to become involved 
with the 10 o'clock service and vice 
versa. 

In order for this project to happen at 
St. Thomas' we require one or two 
people to act as co-ordinators and 

postmen. The co-ordinators role 
would be to get adults in both 
services to sign up to be pen pals, to 
match each child with an adult, and to 
collect the letters and distribute 
them without revealing who the 
senders are. 

This is a project that I think would be 
of real benefit to all of us. If you are 
interested in finding out more 
information or would be interested in 
volunteering some time to the 
project, please give me a call: Jane 
Smith at 831-0580 .. 

1992 CANADIAN CHURCH CALENDARS 

The rice of the calendar this year 
is $4.75. Your congregation keeps 
$1.3 for every calendar sold. 

This year the calendar features 
wildf lower emblems of the provinces 
and territories, so is an ideal 
gift for friends near and far. 

The calendar gives significant dates 
in the church and secular year, 
with plenty of space for you to 
write in important engagements. 

Anot er 'plus' is the fact that 
it is made in Canada by environment
ally safe methods. 

The calendar secretary has a few 
maili ng envelopes so if you need 
some , buy your calendars now. 

I am hard pressed to pick a favourite 
picture this year - they are all 
so l ovely and will brighten up the 
dullest day. 

For your calendar(s), see Jasmine 
Knowles, or call 836-2158. 



"Give us this day our daily 
bread ... " 

Church dinners, lunches and coffee 
hour are much enjoyed and valued 
parts of our parish social life. 
Children particularily enjoy taking 
part in these social events. With 
this in mind we should all be aware 
of the difficulties that some of our 
parish family have with certain 
foods . 

In this day and age there seem to be 
a variety of allergies that we didn't 
know about or think about much 
before. Food allergies can be 
particularily serious and can lead not 
only to severe health problems for 
those who have them but in their 
most extreme they can lead to death. 

In preparing food for parish 
functions we should take care to 
keep some of the allergies in mind so 
that we can advise people when 
certain ingredients do and do not 
occur. 

Nut allergies are among the most 
severe of the food allergies. It does 
not take much contact to bring on a 
reaction. Even foods that have been 
cooked in only a small amount of nut 
oil can bring on a severe reaction. 
For some people the mere smell of 
the nut, for example the smell of 
peanut butter, can bring upon a 
reaction that would lead to death if 
left untreated. 

In order for people with nut allergies 
to be able to safely participate in 
parish functions where food is 
served, it would be helpful if we 

make a few changes. At the very 
least we · should label foods to 
indicate if they do contain nut 
products, including nut oils. Perhaps 
we should go even farther and avoid 
using any nut products at all in our 
church. 

Reactions to milk allergies can leave 
a sufferer very ill. Eating foods that 
contain butter, cheese, ice cream or 
any dairy product can cause severe 
discomfort for a person who has a 

·milk allergy. 

There are allergies to other foods 
that I have not listed here. What is 
important is not that we .a!Lknow of 
.all. allergies but that we respect that 
members of our church family may 
have sensitivities to some of the 
foods served in the church. We 
should be aware of the ingredients in 
the foods we serve and we should 
label those that contain nut or milk 
products. These steps would allow 
all members of our congregation the 
opportunity to participate and enjoy 
our church functions. 

by Jane Smith 

<9. Community Remembrance Service 
Monday, 11th of November 

2:00 pm 
At the Stittsville Cenotaph 

(in front of the arena) 

All members of the community are invited 
to attend and remember with thanksgiving 
those who gave their lives in war so that we 
may enjoy peace. 



HAYES: MIKE and BECKY joined us at St. 
Thomas' back in February. They have moved 
to Stittsville on a 2 year posting from 
Raleigh, N. Carolina. Mike is Director of 
Software Operations for BNR and Becky 
stays at home with their children, SHANNON 
(7) and GREGORY (3). They are really 
enjoying their stay in Stittsville and finding 
life very different ... the kids can't wait 
until it snows! 

Both of the Hayes children skate and 
Shannon has tried skiing! The whole family 
love sports and Mike is a ardent fisherman. 
Becky is known to some of us as the 
registrar at the A.L. Cassidy nursery and 
she has also taught Sunday School here at St. 
Thomas'. 

We look forward to meeting you at the 
10:00 am service. 

COLLINS: CHERYL and her son ALEXANDER 
(11) became full-time members of St. Ts' 
this year, and attend the 10:00 am service. 
The Collins family have lived in Stittsville 
for 5 1/2 years and in this area for some 
20 years. after moving from Kingston . 
DUNCAN is an electronics technician and 
Cheryl is in insurance. The Collins' also 
have an older daughter, KIMBERLEY (21 ). 

Cheryls hobbies include sewing, knitting 
and gardening, whilst both Duncan and 
Alexander are model train enthusiasts. 

VESTERDAL: JANET and her son JUSTIN 
(5) came to St. Thomas' in September. Her 
husband, DAVID and their new daughter, 
LAUREN (3 months) attend when possible! 
Janet is originally from Montreal and David 
is from Grand Prairie. They have only been 
in the village for a short time. 

Janet is a stay-at-home mom and finds that 
her children take up most of her time. 
Justin swims and skates, and David plays 
hockey. The Vesterdals attend the 10:00 am 
service. 

WH A LEN: The Whalens have lived in 
Stittsville for 6 years and have been 
attending at St. Pauls. This year the family 
decided to get more involved with this 
com munity and have kept babysitters, 
school and church in Stittsville. MARJORIE 
now attends St. Thomas' with her two 
children DANIEL (6) and KELLY (4). 

Marjorie is manager of administration 
serv ices at CAL Corporation and her 
husband, MICHAEL, is the Director of 
Contracts for Lockheed. Marjorie is 
orig inally from British Columbia and 
Mic ael is a native of New Brunswick. 
Marjorie enjoys reading and sewing when 
she has the time, and Michael has just 
started piano lessons! Daniel is taking 
swimming lessons and enjoys Beavers, and 
Kelly is now attending Junior Kindergarden 
at Holy Spirit School. 

The Whalens attend the 1 0:00 am service. 
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LEDGERWOOD: CHRIS and LAURIE have 
been attending at St. Thomas' for about a 
month. Chris was raised between Stittsville 
and Carp, and moved back to the area 3 
years ago, after spending time in the city. 
Laurie was raised in Kinburn. The 
Ledgerwoods have a son, 4 month old 
ZACHARY. Laurie stays at home to look after 
him and the house. Chris installs elevators 
for a living but also works hard fixing up 
the house! Both he and Laurie are 
workaholics and very good fixer-uppers!!! 
You'll meet the Ledgerwoods at the 8:30 am 
services! 

BROEREN: SHEILA attends the 8:30 am 
service. She has lived in Stittsville all her 
life and had been attending Church at St. 
Pauls, Kanata. However, she has decided to 
join us at St. Thomas' where she attends 
with her father BILL KING. Her husband, 
TED, is originally from Osgood. The . 
Broerens have a son, THEODORE (T.J.) who 
is 3 months old. He will be baptized here on 
3rd of November. 

Sheila works for the Civic Hospital as a 
senior network systems operator, and Ted is 
a plumber with an Ottawa company. Sheila 
has little time for hobbies but Ted loves his 
remote control cars (as do all the 
neighbourhood children!!). 

SAMLER: JOANNE grew up in Stittsville 
and attended St. Thomas' in her youth. She 
was in fact confirmed here. She has now 
returned to St. Ts' where she attends with 
her mother, JEAN MORRIS. Joanne and her 
husband JEFF have two daughters, 
JENNIFER (2) and JODI (1 ). The Samlers 
are hoping to have the girls baptised in the 
new year. 

Jeff works for Waterlife and Joanne works 
for Home Hardware at the weekends, and is 
the executive secretary for Harmony Inc. 
(working out of her home). Joanne enjoys 
doing crafts when she has time. Jeff likes to 
bowl and plays darts. 

Meet Joanne and the girls at the 10:00 am 
services. 

> > WELCOME!! ~ < 

~ILL~AM~: CATHY and AL have been living 
m St1ttsvllle for just over a year. They 
have 2 daughters, LARUA LEE (2 1/2) and 
JESSICA ELIZABETH (2 months). Cathy is 
from Burma and has been living in Canada 
for 12 years. She is a stay-at-home mom. 
AI works for a delivery company and also at 
the flea market. He works very hard and 
has little time for hobbies. 

Meet the Williams family at the 10:00 am 
service. 

FROM THE PARISH REGISTER 

HOLY BAPTISM 
"The water of baptism ... in it we a t: e 
buri d with Christ in His death, share 
in Hi s resurrection, a nd reborn by the 

Holy Spirit" 

September 15, 1991 
Octave of Hol y Cross Da y 

ZACHARY WILLIAM ROBERT LEGERWOOD 
son of 

Ch r istopher and Laurie Ledgerwo od 

JAMES ROGER McLAUGHLIN 
son of 

Barrie and Janet McLaughlin 

JULIE ELIZABETH McLAUGHLIN 
daughter of 

Barrie and Janet McLaughlin 

MARRIAGES 
"bou d together in 
myst e ries becoming one 

soul" 

these h o l y 
in he a rt a nd 

WILLIAM SEABROOK 
and 

SHERI LYNN SMITH 
September 21, 1991 



WHAT A T E AM111 

Thanks to all of your hard work, I rece ived 255,700 labels for the 
Evangelical School for the Deaf in Puer to Rico in 1990! These labels 
were passed on to the school and their total was an astounding ONE 
MILLION SEVEN HUNDRED AND TEN THOUSAND labels!!!! It took 38 boxes 
weighing over 1,600 pounds and over $1 ; 000 (U.S.)' in postage to mail 
them to Campbell's in the United States . 

This year, not only is the School for he Deaf able to receive the 
latest equipment but they are able to share with the Adult Deaf 
Ministry in San Juan, Puerto Rico and t he Christian School for the 
Deaf in San Salvador, El Salvador. The attached 1991 letter from 
Roger Rawlings, the school director shows what they purchased and the 
"cost". Listed below are just a few i t ems from the list. 

3 Apple Computers with Printers & hardware 
1 Tappan 19 cu ft refrigerator 
5 Panasonic Telephones 
3 Video Cassette Cases 
7 Seth Thomas 14" Clocks 
1 20 volume American Heritage Library 
1 Moulinex Food Machine 
13 varied sports equipment (volleyballs, 

basketballs, ping-pong tabl e, etc) 
7 varied science materials (books, 

kits, etc) 
12 varied pre-school equipment (puzzles, 

counters, books, play equipment, etc) 

705,050 
62,525 
32,500 

6,525 
1 41 350 
17,400 
12,000 

60,125 

·a,ooo 

53,.500 

Please pass on my sincere thanks to al who save the labels. I am 
very proud· to be part of this program and to have ·your support. The 
Campbell Soup Company is continuing thi s project so please keep saving 
labels. 

As Mr Harold Bennett, field director f or the school said in his recent 
letter to me - "we are so very grateful to everyone who was part of 
the team. Wo;cds cannot express our thanks · for your labour of love for 
our kids." 

Please coot\nue I 
to s~ve your labe s. 

CotJTF\ tNO R IN 

NARTHEX 

With a warm left ..... 

WH I SPE F.:S ~< ~· OAG: S FALL/91 



1991 St. Thomas' 

The annual Christmas Bazaar Will be held on 
Saturday 7th of December 1991 . This will 
be the first Bazaar in the new Church hall -
so let's make it a HUGE success! Everyone 
who is willing to get involved and/or who 
has ideas for expanding and improving the 
usual Bazaar is invited to join the ACW for a 
planning meeting on 5th of November at 
7:30pm. We are hoping for much more 
input from the men in our parish this year, 
so don't be shy, come out and join us! Let's 
make this a Parish effort! 

The ideas that have, so far, been put forward 
include: 

Fish Pond 
Silent Auction 
Bake & Preserves 
Crafts 

Mens gift table 
Ladies gift table 
Jewellery 
Sewing and Knitting 

There will also be a "lunch" of soup and 
buns, and the usual baked goodies, tea and 
coffee. · 

A sign-up list will be posted in the Church 
hall for volunteers to help with the food, set 
up etc. So, start preparing your 
contributions NOW!!! WE NEED YOU .. 
please get involved!!! All donations can be 
brought to the Church hall on the evening of 
Friday 6th of December or the morning of 
Saturday, 7th of December. 

Toyraiser ~' 
Monday, 11th of November~! 

7:00pm • 9:30pm a:±::f:l 
Conference Room ® 

(Entrance off Main St.) 

Th ere will be a display of Discovery 
Toys, educational toys, books and games, in 
the Church. You are invited to come out and 
see the products and a percentage of ALL 
sal s will go towards new toys for the 
nursery and Sunday School! 

Do your Christmas shopping without 
battling the mall crowds! All orders will be 
brought right to your door! The nice thing 
is OU will have seen and played with your 
choice of toy before you take it home. 
EVERYTHING has a one year guarantee and 
Catalogue orders, at a later date, are also 
possible! 

Woolly Tree 

The Woolly Tree will appear the first 
Sunday in Advent. Hope you have lots of 
mittens etc. for decorations. 

New To You Sale 

The 2nd annual new-to-you sale took t,)lace 
on 19th of October and the organizers are 
pleased to report that they raised $200 for 
the Church. The attendance was down on last 
year, probably no thanks to the construction 
on main street! However, they are all 
hopeful that the 3rd annual new-to-you sale 
(1992!!) will be a greater success! 

Th_a ks go out to everyone who donated 
clot es and helped with the actual sale. And 
of course to those of you who bought!!! 

1992 CONTRIBUTION ENVELOPES 

If you have 1991 envelopes, you will 
automatically get ? set for 1992. If 
you DO NOT HAVE 1991 envelopes but 
woul like a set for next year please 
call Jasmine Knowles at 836-2158, or 
complete the form on the back of each 
Sunda y's bulletin. 



Where Do We Go From Here? 

OUR PARISH JOURNEY 

On the evening of ~~d~esday, October 
2nd, sixteen parishioners gathered 
in the parish hall, to look at the 
future of our parish. Armed with a 
few ideas and our memories of the 
Primate's talk to us, we settled in 
for an informative session with 
Canon Allan Box, our Diocesan 
Director of Programme. 

Canon Box was a very helpful leader, 
bringing out suggestions and ideas 
that some of us didn't know we had. 
With his help, we listed: 

-our expectations for the future 
of the parish; 

-good things about our parish; 
-impressions that the Stittsville 

community might have about our 
parish. Then we looked for trends 
and inconsistencies. 

Canon Box suggested a couple of 
strategies that might help us look 
to the future. He suggested that 
the parish should have a clear focus 
and a clear identity. This would be 
something we work at and do well, 
just as we focussed on our building 
for the past few years. That focus 
has helped (not hindered) other 
aspects of parish life. Canon Box 
invited us to complete the sentence: 
Our parish is here to 
Suggestions included: 
to learn, to welcome, 
assist people, etc. 

to educate, 
to worship, to 

Secondly, we need a new strategy, to 
define the relationship between the 
parish and its members. We have 
traditionally seen the church as 
being a user-group, with many needs. 
Church members are the resource, 
providing just enough money, time 
and talents to support the church's 
needs. Instead, the church should 
be the resource, offering the 
gospel, faith, various programs. 
Our members become the users, people 
who are in need, tired, searching. 
The church can be a "resource" for 
its people, rather than a "burden". 

FIVE CONCLUSIONS 
1. We feel that our parish is 
welcoming and that people have a 
good sense of belonging here. 
However, we don't think the 
community knows that. 
2. We feel outreach is important 
for us, but neither the community 
nor the parish know that. 
3. We feel we have a good new 
building. We use it well ourselves. 
The community uses it. However, we 
don't use it to offer programs to 
the community. 
4. We feel that we are able to talk 
about God and our faith here. 
However, most people in the parish 
and the community don't take 
advantage of that. 
5. We invite people with faith to 
join us in worship, but we make no 
provision for doubters, those 
without faith. 

TWO SUGGESTIONS 
l. Provide a non-threatening 
environment to talk about God. 
In the parish, we could offer a 

course for doubters' (perhaps named 
after our patron, the Doubting 
Thomasses?) . This would allow people 
to explore the doubts in the their 
faith. Canon Box suggested a small 
fee would be appropriate and that we 
explore our resources in the parish, 
to provide guest speakers. For the 
communit y , perhaps a course to look 
at spiri t ual issues but without 
using God-talk. Courses on social 
responsibility, ethics and values. 

2. Adve r tise and spread the news 
about ou r parish programs. In the 
parish, we should advertise what the 
parish offers, not what it needs. We 
must als o find a way to tell the 
communit y that they are welcome here 
and that we are not a closed club 
with our own secret traditions and 
rules. Explain the programs and 
services available from our parish 
and prie s t. Provoke a thoughtful 
response , perhaps with a drive-by 
noticeboa rd on Main Street or with 
newspape r advertisements. 



r.v. and the Average Canadian Child 

~ The Canadian Children's Broadcast Institute 
·, issued the following interesting facts. 

, , - Each child watches an average of 23 hours 
of T.V. per week (sleeping is the only more 

~ _ time consuming activity!). 
, , - By age 12 each child will have spent 
•· 12,000 hours in front of the T.V. (10,000 

hours of which will have been American 
programs). 

, - By completion of highschool the average 
teenager will have seen 18,000 murders 
and 14,000 references to casual sex. 
- 73% - 89% of programs watched contain 

( aggressive behavior. 
- Consumerism is fueled by watching an 
average of 20,000 commercials per year. 

Televised violence has been linked with 
aggressive behavior. We see the evidence in 
children's toys, their play, and their 

' aggressive attitude toward other children 
and adults. Violence on T.V. has a 

• desensitizing effect. Children who are 
, vulnerable to being hyperactive and 

impulsive are made worse by aggressive 
scenes on T.V. 

<.. 

' Children Who watch too much T.V. are not 
, getting enough exercise, creative activity or 

social interaction, and they fail to develop a 
healthy imagination. · 

Is all T.V. hazardous? Of course not - it can 
< be an effective educational tool. But maybe 

there are times when we should be much 
more discriminating as to what, or who our 
children are being influenced by. 

. ' 

( 
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News from the -
The I Websters 

atest 1 t 
Paragua e ter from th 
back to b tells us that they a e Websters in 
travelling an~da in Decembe~e t~hbe moving 
January to Ju rough the ~oun ey Will be . 
home office . ne, and working try from 

10 Montreal. o~t of their 
- We ask .f -

h · •Or your 
t eir Work prayers as th 
South Ame ~nd their Preparat· ey continue 

nca.\ IOns to leave 

< 

_ Kids Pa~-:-~--.._..:....._ 

- You may h 
Pe ' ave noticed th . 

·- Pa;~!e sThPulpit does no~t this issue of the 
h · e last is contain a "K· 

t e Children ~ue COntained a . Ids 
decorate th to colour so th Picture for 
one w e hall for the p · at we could 
that th:s c~~~rned to uslJ! n~~tes v~sit. Not 
Page"? ren never e es this mean 

Pulpit is ~~·t ~~~~ this m~a~ :~a~~~e t~e "Kids 
mg looked at?IJ eople's 

' PI . · . ease, I need . 

~a~e~e for all or~~~ 1"cf~t - if this magazine 
d'ff back? Do you Want the "K'd 

I erent from You wand s I s , 
Please Writ Your Parish omething 
hear from e to me, or Phon "!agazine? 

You. e, I d love to 

( 



*. * ·/ 
ANNUAL CHRISTMAS 

'BAZAAR 

Saturday 7th December '91 

EUN_EOB._THE WHOLE FAMILY!!! 

& 

TOY RAISER 

Monday 11th November 

7.00 - 9.00p.m. 

DISCOVERY TOYS ® . 

for you and your burch 

· inside 


