
Stittsville News  - Thursday, October 29, 2015   37

A weekly guide in legal matters 

Each week, a lawyer from the  
Kanata based Allan Snelling law  
firm will answer a reader’s question.
If you have a general legal question that you would like  
to have addressed send it via email to  
Legalmatters@compellingcounsel.com

Will MacEwen
Family Law / Wills & Estates  
wmacewen@compellingcounsel.com
(613) 270-8600 x 250

General enquiries

613 270 8600
www.compellingcounsel.com

About Allan Snelling
Allan Snelling LLP is Kanata’s full-service law firm. Collaborative 
in approach and focused on solutions, our dedicated team of 
lawyers and support staff are committed to client satisfaction.    
We recognize that each client is unique and our firm has been 
structured to meet the diverse legal needs of every person and 
business in Kanata and the surrounding community.

Will MacEwen 
Prior to returning to Ontario and joining Allan Snelling LLP, Will 
was the managing partner of a full service law firm on Vancouver 
Island. He is experienced in family law, commercial and real 
estate matters, and all matters relating to wills and estates. His 
practice has been serving the legal needs of business owners and 
professionals.
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What people call a pre-nuptial agreement, or a “pre-nup” 
is called actually called a marriage contract in Ontario. If a 
marriage meets an unfortunate demise, the marriage contract 
provides the parties with a high degree of certainty about how 
they will proceed in the event of a divorce. Marriage contracts 
are generally the exception as opposed to the rule; they are 
often seen as being pessimistic, unromantic, or calculating. 
However, those who have had to rely on them will generally 
recommend them for providing clarity and guidance in a 
difficult time. They are generally more common in second 
marriage situations; the parties having already been through 
marital breakdown and, generally speaking, a more mature 
asset base and shorter distance to retirement. These factors 
increase the practical appeal of a marriage contract.

In order to have a valid marriage contract, it is important 
the parties be operating with full financial disclosure and 

an informed understanding of their legal situation. They 
are most commonly invalidated for a lack of full financial 
disclosure, or matters such as undue influence or fraud. A 
contract will generally be upheld when it is apparent that both 
parties gave and received full financial disclosure and they 
were fully aware and informed as to the legal consequences 
of the contract. Each party should have independent legal 
advice. This protects against a future claim that one party 
was not fully aware of what they were signing.

Marriage contracts are particularly advisable in situations 
where the parties have significant disparity in their incomes 
or asset bases. In those situations, one party may have 
particular concerns about exposing their assets to the other 
party in the event of a divorce. A valid marriage contract 
drafted by a family lawyer can act as an effective insurance 
policy against a financial setback.

I’m a young professional and I am currently engaged to be married. I’ve heard of 
people signing prenuptial agreements. What is a pre-nup and do I need one?

John Brummell/metroland 

A real armful
Jean Fortin carries away quite a pile of items from the 
garage sale which was held at the Stittsville Legion 
in Stittsville last Saturday.

Proceeding with two sponsorships of refugees from Syria
pre-approved by Citizenship and 
Immigration Canada officials. This 
process, which is co-funded by the 
federal government and the KSRSG, 
is expected to take from three to six 
months for the sponsored refugees to 
arrive in Canada.

The KSRSG has also decided to 
proceed with the sponsorship of one 
or more refugees who have been 
made known to the group by others 
in Ottawa. This process will take 
longer, probably a year or more, will 

involve more paper work and will be 
totally funded by the KSRSG, cost-
ing approximately $20,000.

It is hoped that this alternate meth-
od of sponsorship will provide assis-
tance to refugees who may not have 
been fortunate enough to contact 
Canadian officials where they are 
presently living and so are not on the 
Blended Visa Office Referred list. 

The KSRSG is a group of seven 
member churches located in Stitts-
ville and Kanata: Stittsville United 

Church, St. Thomas Anglican Church 
and St. Andrew’s Presbyterian 
Church, all in Stittsville, and Kanata 
United Church, Glen Cairn United 
Church, St. Paul’s Anglican Church 
and St. John’s Anglican Church, all 
in Kanata.

In recent years, the KSRSG has 
assisted in the sponsorship of three 
families from refugee camps in Syr-
ia. Sponsorship applications for three 
additional families from Afghanistan 
have been completed by the KSRSG 

and there are plans to apply to spon-
sor an additional Afghan family.

Anyone wishing to make a dona-
tion to support the KSRSG can do so 
through any one of the member con-
gregations.

Those who wish more information 
or who would like to help out in some 
other way should contact the KSRSG 
chair Rev. Grant Dillenbeck of the 
Stittsville United Church at 613-836-
4962 or via email at grantd@primus.
ca .

Special to the News
More refugees from Syria will be 

coming to Canada thanks to the Ka-
nata Stittsville Refugee Sponsorship 
Group (KSRSG).

At a meeting on Wednesday, Oct. 
21, the KSRSG decided to proceed 
with two sponsorships of refugees 
from Syria.

One sponsorship will be requested 
through the Canadian government’s 
Blended Visa Office Referred program 
which involves sponsorship of those 

Ghoul-bourn Spook Show
Special to the News

The Ghoul-bourn Spook Show is here!
This will be the 13th year for the Halloween haunt 

which Joseph Carbonetto started in 2003 in memory of his 
brother Wayne who loved Halloween. 

This year the Ghoul-bourn Spook Show will once again 
operate on three days – Thursday, Oct. 29, Friday, Oct. 
30 and Saturday, Oct. 31. And since Halloween falls on a 
weekend this year, the Ghoul-bourn Spook Show will also 
be open on Sunday, Nov. 1 for those who don’t make it on 
Halloween itself or the two earlier evenings.

While officially running from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. on each 
evening, the Spook Show will in reality run from about 
6:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. on Oct. 29 and 30 and from 6 p.m. 
to 10 p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 31. It’s located at 72 Cherry 
Drive in Stittsville which can be accessed off Stittsville 
Main Street or Liard Street. 

Weather is always a concern but the Ghoul-bourn Spook 
Show not only has a front yard graveyard scene but also 
an indoor haunt in the garage which is not impacted by 
adverse weather. 

All those planning to visit the Ghoul-bourn Spook 
Show this year are reminded to bring along a non-perish-
able food item or a monetary donation for the Stittsville 
Food Bank. The Ghoul-bourn Spook Show itself is free 
and open to everyone but donations for the Stittsville Food 
Bank are urged.
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